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Executive Summary 

The Western evangelical body has carried, for the better part of a century, a reflex that comes out 

of the mouth almost before the question is asked. "I'm not under the law, I'm under grace." The 

reflex sounds Pauline. It is not. It is a flattening of Paul into license, a misreading of Romans 6 

against everything Paul actually wrote and did, and a quiet contradiction of the Lord Jesus 

Himself, who said with the plainest words available to a Hebrew teacher that He had not come to 

destroy the Law or the Prophets but to fulfill them, and that not the smallest letter or stroke would 

pass from the Law until heaven and earth themselves passed away. The reflex has produced a 

generation of believers who hold a doctrine their actual lives contradict. They do not steal. They 

do not commit adultery. They do not bear false witness. They do not consult mediums or sacrifice 

their children to demons. They honor their parents, pay their workers, refuse bribes, and care for 

the poor. They keep, in their bodies and consciences, the substance of more than a hundred 

specific commands written down by Moses three and a half thousand years ago — and they call 

themselves not under the law. The reflex has not freed them from the Torah. It has prevented 

them from recognizing that the Torah is already in them, that the Holy Spirit has put it there in 

fulfillment of the New Covenant promise, and that the parts they have not yet recovered are not a 

burden the Father is withholding but a blessing the Father is still offering. 

The institute's prior papers have argued for the structural reformation of the body. White Paper 

No. 1 reformed the gathering. White Paper No. 2 reformed the pastoral office. White Paper No. 3 

named the operational method of the Spirit-led gathering. White Paper No. 4 named the interior 

triad — the fear of the Lord, humility, and wisdom — without which every structural reformation 

hardens. White Paper No. 5 named the fivefold offices the ascended Christ Himself appointed. 

White Paper No. 6 named the repentance sequence the bride must walk before she carries the 

rest. White Paper No. 7 recovered the Father's appointed times. White Paper No. 8 named the 

operational triad of Word, Spirit, and Secret Place. White Paper No. 9 recovered the body's 

identity as the one ekklesia of God, Israel, grafted into the cultivated olive and heir of every 

promise made to Abraham. Each of those papers has, in its own way, pressed on the same 

question. If the body is Israel, if the Father's calendar is the Father's, if the obedience the King 

requires is not optional, what then of the Law of Moses? The present paper is the doctrinal hinge 

that holds the prior corpus together. It answers the question the prior papers have, in the honest 

reader's mind, been raising. 

The answer is neither of the two extremes the body has run to. The mainstream evangelical 

extreme — that the Mosaic law is a retired religious code, that grace has abolished it, that the 

believer's relationship to it ranges from indifferent to hostile — is not what Paul taught, not what 

Jesus taught, and not what the apostolic body practiced. The opposite extreme — the Hebrew 

Roots and Messianic-leaning circles in which Gentile believers gradually adopt the cultural 

costume of Orthodox Judaism, in which Torah is spoken more frequently than Jesus, in which 

extra-biblical rabbinic tradition is taken on as if it were Scripture, and in which the Law begins to 

function as the operative identity of the believer rather than as the wisdom of his King — is not 
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what the apostolic body practiced either. The institute's position stands between both. The Law 

was given as the King's wisdom for the protection, blessing, and flourishing of His people. It was 

never given as the means of justification. The cross has settled the justification question forever. 

The Spirit has been given to write the same instructions on the heart that the Father wrote on the 

tablets, fulfilling Jeremiah 31:33 not by abolishing the content of the Law but by relocating it from 

external ink to internal flesh. The believer keeps the Law not to earn the King's favor but because 

he has already received it. 

This white paper traces three movements: 

• Part I — The King's Design. The Law was never the enemy; the sample from the 613 that 

disarms the entire debate by putting actual instructions in front of the reader; what 

Jesus actually said in Matthew 5:17–20; the New Covenant promise of Jeremiah 31 and 

Ezekiel 36 — the same Law, relocated to the heart; the numerical expansion from 613 to 

more than a thousand imperatives in the Gospels; and the three categories — moral, 

civil, ceremonial — with a clear account of what the cross has fulfilled and what stands. 

• Part II — The Drift. The two extremes the body has run to — the mainstream evangelical 

misreading of Paul (Romans 6:14, the letter to the Galatians, Colossians 2:16–17, Acts 

21:20–26) and the Hebrew Roots overcorrection that mistakes Gentile costume for 

apostolic obedience. The verse the modern reading of Acts 15 systematically drops — 

verse 21, the assumption underneath the entire Jerusalem Council decree, the 

assumption that the Gentile believers will be hearing Moses every Sabbath in the 

synagogues. The pork question, the dietary laws, and the agricultural patterns as the 

visible flashpoint where the modern believer's stomach has become the god he refuses to 

submit. 

• Part III — Witnesses and the Roadmap Home. The apostolic body kept the Torah for 

decades after the cross — Paul himself took a Nazirite vow in the temple in Acts 21. The 

persecuted-church witness in which Torah-shaped obedience operates as the ordinary 

rhythm rather than as a controversial doctrine. The Gen Z witness recovering Shabbat 

tables, dietary discipline, and the agricultural rhythm without rabbinic costume. The 

practical roadmap for the saint, the household, the gathering, and the shepherd who 

recognizes the hour. 

The Law was never given to justify a sinner. It was given to bless a son. The 

cross settled the justification question forever. The Spirit on the heart 

settled the obedience question forever. The same instructions the Father 

wrote on tablets of stone, the Spirit now writes on tablets of flesh — same 

Author, same content, different ink, the same eternal wisdom for the 

protection and blessing of the saint. 

The thesis is direct. The believer who says he is not under the Law has not noticed that grace is 

what put the Law inside him in the first place. The Spirit's ministry, named explicitly by Jeremiah 

six centuries before the cross and by Ezekiel in the same era, is to write the Father's Law on the 



ANCIENT PATHS INSTITUTE • White Paper No. 10 • The Law of Moses According to Jesus 

Ancient Paths Institute   —   Page 7 
NOW IS THE TIME. THE TIME IS NOW.  sin²t + cos²t = 1 

Public Domain | No Rights Reserved 

heart of the saint and to cause the saint to walk in the Father's statutes. The content of what the 

Spirit writes is not a different law. It is the Law — the same instructions the Father has always 

given for the flourishing of His people. The believer's task is not to find a way around the Law; the 

believer's task is to recognize what the Spirit has already written, to keep what he is already 

keeping with eyes that finally see what he is doing, and to recover the parts he has been talked out 

of by a teaching that mistook Paul's rejection of Torah-as-justification for a rejection of Torah-as-

wisdom. The recovery is not a return to bondage. The recovery is the bride coming home to the 

inheritance her Father has always intended for her — health for her body, blessing for her 

household, protection for her land, wisdom for her conscience, and the visible shape of the King's 

love made portable. 
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PART I 

THE KING'S DESIGN 

1. The Law Was Never the Enemy 

Every recovery in this paper rests on a single premise, and the premise must be named before the 

argument can proceed. The Law of Moses is not the enemy of the believer. It never has been. The 

voice that taught the modern church to treat the Torah as a retired religious code, as a heavy yoke 

from which the cross has freed her, as a Jewish artifact she may admire from a distance but must 

never imitate, is not the voice of the apostles. It is the voice of a long inherited tradition that began 

in earnest in the second century with men whose contempt for the Hebrew Scriptures was open 

and documented, and that hardened across the centuries into the reflex the modern evangelical 

now carries without examination. The reflex is not Pauline. It is Marcionite — softened, civilized, 

and dressed in evangelical clothing, but Marcionite at its root. The institute names the inheritance 

for what it is so the reader can begin to see what has been done to him. 

"Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to 

destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass 

away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. 

Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches 

men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and 

teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven." — Matthew 

5:17–19, NKJV 

Five things in these three verses govern everything that follows in this paper. First, the Lord 

anticipated the very reflex the modern church carries. "Do not think that I came to destroy the 

Law." He named the misreading before His earthly ministry was a year old, because He knew it 

would arise. Second, He set the alternative in the same sentence: to fulfill. The Greek is plērōsai 

— to fill up, to bring to its full meaning, to carry through to its intended end. Fulfillment is not 

abolition. A promise that is fulfilled is not thereby retired; it is brought to its full force. Third, He 

set the temporal horizon: till heaven and earth pass away. The horizon is not the cross. It is not 

Pentecost. It is not the destruction of the temple. It is the passing of heaven and earth themselves, 

which has not yet occurred. Fourth, He set the scope: one jot or one tittle. The yod is the smallest 

letter of the Hebrew alphabet; the tittle (Greek keraia) is a small stroke that distinguishes one 

Hebrew letter from another. The Lord is not exempting a category. He is naming, with the most 

extreme example available, that not even the smallest mark of the written Law will pass away 

while heaven and earth stand. Fifth, He set the consequence: the believer who breaks one of the 

least of these commandments and teaches others to do so shall be called least in the kingdom. The 

Lord is naming a structural reality of the kingdom He is establishing. The believer's relationship 

to the commands is not optional; it is the measure of his standing in the kingdom He has come to 

inaugurate. 
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The institute does not advance this reading as a novel interpretation. It is the plain reading. The 

strain required to make Matthew 5:17–19 mean what the modern evangelical reading needs it to 

mean — that the moral Law is binding but the rest is abolished, that the Lord here speaks of moral 

fulfillment but not ceremonial continuity, that one jot or one tittle means only the principles 

behind the letters and not the letters themselves — is the strain of a tradition pressing the text 

into a shape the text resists. The plain reading is the institute's reading. The Lord said what He 

said, and He said it before His passion, before His resurrection, before His ascension, before 

Paul's letters, and before the Council of Jerusalem. The Lord is the author of the Law and the 

authority over its interpretation. He has named the matter. The argument is over before it begins. 

1.1 What "Law" Actually Means in the Hebrew Scriptures 

The English word law carries connotations the Hebrew word does not. Law, in English, evokes 

statute, regulation, the cold demand of a state apparatus, the threat of penalty for non-

compliance. The Hebrew word the Old Testament uses for the body of instruction the Father gave 

through Moses is torah, and torah does not primarily mean law. It means instruction, teaching, 

direction. The root is yarah, to shoot an arrow, to point in a direction, to teach by aim. Torah is 

what a father teaches his son. It is the direction the Father points His people in so that they may 

walk where He has marked the path. The English translation law is not wrong; it is incomplete. It 

captures the binding force of torah but loses the paternal warmth, the wisdom-tradition character, 

the direction-pointing nature of what the Father actually gave. 

This matters more than it may seem. The reader who hears law hears statute and demand. The 

reader who hears torah hears instruction and direction. The two readings are not synonymous in 

the conscience of the saint. The same body of commands sounds harsh under the first reading and 

beautiful under the second. The change is not in the content. The change is in the eye that beholds 

it. The institute commends the second reading — not as a denial of the first, since the Torah does 

in fact have the force of law, but as the recovery of what the first reading has obscured. The Father 

did not give Sinai as a hostile state imposing arbitrary statute. He gave Sinai as a Father teaching 

His sons how to live, how to flourish, how to be protected, how to be blessed, how to be set apart 

from the nations whose practices destroyed them. The Law is the form. The instruction is the 

substance. The believer who has only ever seen the form has not yet met the Father who gave it. 

"Now this is the commandment, and these are the statutes and judgments which 

the LORD your God has commanded to teach you, that you may observe them in 

the land which you are crossing over to possess, that you may fear the LORD 

your God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments which I command 

you, you and your son and your grandson, all the days of your life, and that 

your days may be prolonged. Therefore hear, O Israel, and be careful to observe 

it, that it may be well with you, and that you may multiply greatly as the LORD 

God of your fathers has promised you — 'a land flowing with milk and honey.'" 

— Deuteronomy 6:1–3, NKJV 
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Moses, in the verse immediately before he gives the Shema — the great confession of Israel that 

the Lord Jesus Himself named as the first and greatest commandment — names the purpose of 

the commands the Father is about to recite. The purpose is not arbitrary submission. The purpose 

is that it may be well with you, and that you may multiply greatly. The commands are given for 

the flourishing of the people who receive them. This is the consistent voice of the Torah on itself. 

The commands are blessing-instruments, not bondage-instruments. The reader who reads them 

as bondage has not yet read them through the eye of the Father who gave them. 

1.2 The Wisdom Frame: Torah as God's Best-Practices Manual 

The modern saint will accept guidance from almost any source on almost any subject, and will pay 

for the privilege. He will subscribe to a fitness coach on the internet. He will read a hundred 

articles on financial best practices. He will pay a consultant to advise him on his marriage. He will 

listen to a YouTube nutritionist for two hours on what to eat. He will buy three books on parenting. 

He will sign up for a course on leadership. He will reorganize his entire week on the advice of a 

podcast about productivity. In none of these cases does he experience the guidance as bondage. 

He experiences it as wisdom, freely received, applied to his benefit. He thanks the source. He 

recommends the source to his friends. He returns for more. 

Then he opens his Bible to Leviticus and encounters the same wisdom — on what to eat, on how 

to handle money, on how to honor his spouse, on how to raise his children, on how to manage his 

land, on how to treat his workers, on how to rest, on how to govern his community — and he calls 

it bondage. He calls it the law from which Christ has freed me. He thanks God for releasing him 

from the burden of having to consider what God Himself has said about the same subjects the 

YouTube nutritionist has been monetizing for years. The contradiction is total, and it is invisible 

to him because the inherited reflex has formed his categories before the question is ever asked. 

The same wisdom that comforts him when it comes from a man with a microphone insults him 

when it comes from the Father who made him. 

The institute names this directly. The Torah is the King's best-practices manual. It is what the 

Father knows about the bodies, households, lands, finances, marriages, communities, calendars, 

and consciences of the people He created. The believer who would not dream of dismissing his 

cardiologist's dietary advice on grounds of freedom is the same believer who dismisses the 

Father's dietary advice on grounds of grace. The categories are confused. Grace is the gift by which 

the saint has been brought into relationship with the King. Grace is not the license by which the 

saint dismisses the King's instructions for his own flourishing. The believer who treats the Father's 

wisdom as bondage and the man-with-a-microphone's wisdom as freedom has not yet understood 

either grace or the Father. 

The same wisdom is a gift when a YouTuber says it and a burden when the 

Father says it. The contradiction is total. The category error is total. The 

believer who would not dream of arguing with his nutritionist about what 
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to put in his body argues with the Lord about the same subject. The 

problem is not the Law. The problem is the eye that beholds it. 

1.3 Not for Justification — This Must Be Said Before Anything 
Else 

The argument of this paper will be misread by some readers within the first three sections, and 

the misreading will follow a predictable shape. The reader will hear "the Law still applies" and 

conclude that the institute is teaching salvation by works, justification by Torah-keeping, 

righteousness by performance. The institute names the misreading now and refuses it on the spot. 

Nothing in this paper teaches, implies, or permits the doctrine that the keeping of the Mosaic Law 

contributes to the saint's justification, his standing before God, his salvation, his eternal security, 

or his favor with the King. That doctrine is the doctrine the apostle Paul wrote the letter to the 

Galatians to refute, and the institute stands with Paul against it without reservation. The cross has 

settled the justification question forever. The blood of Christ is the sole basis of the saint's 

standing. Faith is the sole instrument by which that standing is received. Grace is the sole ground 

of the entire transaction. The Law contributes nothing to the saint's justification. The Law cannot 

save anyone. The Law could never save anyone. The Law was never given to save anyone. To make 

the Law the basis of justification is to repeat the Galatian error in modern dress, and the institute 

does not commend the error. 

What the institute commends is the recovery of the post-justification function of the Law in the 

life of the saint. The Law is not the means by which the sinner is brought into the kingdom. The 

Law is the wisdom by which the redeemed son of the King walks in the kingdom he has already 

been brought into. The two functions are categorically distinct, and the confusion of the two has 

driven the modern church in opposite directions across the centuries — toward legalism when the 

post-justification function is treated as the means of justification, and toward antinomianism 

when the failure of the Law to justify is taken as a license to dismiss the Law altogether. The 

institute holds the apostolic distinction. Justification is by grace, through faith, on the basis of the 

blood, apart from the works of the Law. Sanctification — the saint's actual walking-out of his 

salvation — is the obedient response of a heart on which the Spirit has written the Father's 

instructions, in the very content the Father has always intended. The believer is not justified by 

keeping the Law. The believer keeps the Law because he has been justified, and because the Spirit 

who indwells him is now writing on his heart the same instructions the Father has always given 

for the flourishing of His people. 

The reader who carries this distinction through the rest of the paper will read it correctly. The 

reader who collapses the distinction will read it incorrectly, and will hear in the institute's 

argument a doctrine the institute does not teach. The institute names the distinction here, will 

name it again in Section 7 when Paul is taken up directly, will name it again in the practical 

roadmap of Part III, and will name it a final time in the conclusion. It is the load-bearing 

distinction of the entire paper. Hold it. 
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Justification is by grace, through faith, on the basis of the blood, apart 

from the works of the Law. Sanctification is the obedient response of a 

heart on which the Spirit has written the Father's instructions. The Law 

cannot justify. The Law cannot save. The Law was never given to save. But 

the Law is the wisdom by which the redeemed son of the King walks in the 

inheritance the cross has purchased for him, and the believer who refuses 

the wisdom is refusing the inheritance. 

2. What the Law Actually Says: A Sample from the 
613 

The single most effective intervention in the entire debate about the believer's relationship to the 

Mosaic Law is the simplest. Stop arguing the concept. Open the text. Put the actual instructions 

in front of the reader and ask him whether he keeps them, agrees with them, or rejects them. The 

argument that has consumed Christian conversation for centuries collapses within minutes when 

the conversation is forced down from the abstract to the specific. The Christian who will debate 

the Law in the aggregate for hours will, when shown the specific commands, find that he keeps 

the vast majority of them already, agrees with most of the rest on first reading, and rejects only a 

small fraction — and the fraction he rejects is almost always either a ceremonial command fulfilled 

in Christ or a civil-Israel command rendered inapplicable by the absence of the theocratic context, 

not a moral command at all. The aggregate-level argument is sustained by abstraction. The 

specific-level conversation ends the argument. This section forces the conversation down to the 

specifics. 

The rabbinic tradition, beginning with the third-century Talmudic scholar Rabbi Simlai and 

consolidated in later medieval compilations (most notably Maimonides' Sefer HaMitzvot in the 

twelfth century), enumerates 613 mitzvot — commands — in the Torah. The number is traditional 

rather than strictly canonical; different rabbinic counts have yielded slightly different totals, and 

the precise enumeration involves judgment calls about what constitutes a distinct command 

versus a sub-clause of another. The 613 figure is, however, a stable reference point used across 

Jewish and Christian discussions of the Mosaic Law, and the institute uses it as the framework in 

this section. The substantive point does not depend on the precision of the count. It depends on 

what the commands actually say when one reads them. 

The institute presents below a representative sample of approximately eighteen commands drawn 

from the 613, organized into three tiers. The tiers move the reader from commands he is already 

keeping, through commands he will affirm the moment he reads them, to commands that are 

obvious wisdom on inspection but that the modern believer has rarely been taught to see as 

wisdom at all. The sample is not exhaustive. It is illustrative. Its purpose is to disarm the reflex. 

2.1 The Sample 
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Command (paraphrased 

from NKJV) 

Scriptural Source Tier 

Do not murder. Exodus 20:13 1 

Do not steal. Exodus 20:15 1 

Do not commit adultery. Exodus 20:14 1 

Do not bear false witness 

against your neighbor. 

Exodus 20:16 1 

Honor your father and your 

mother. 

Exodus 20:12 1 

Do not have sexual relations 

with your mother, sister, 

aunt, daughter, daughter-in-

law, or other close relatives. 

Leviticus 18:6–18 1 

Do not have sexual relations 

with an animal. 

Leviticus 18:23 1 

Do not sacrifice your 

children to a false god. 

Leviticus 18:21 1 

Do not practice divination, 

sorcery, witchcraft, or 

consult mediums or the 

dead. 

Deuteronomy 18:10–11 1 

You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself. 

Leviticus 19:18 1 

Do not oppress the foreigner 

or sojourner; love him as 

yourself, for you were 

sojourners in Egypt. 

Exodus 22:21; Leviticus 

19:33–34 

2 

Do not curse the deaf or put 

a stumbling block before the 

blind. 

Leviticus 19:14 2 
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Command (paraphrased 

from NKJV) 

Scriptural Source Tier 

Pay the wages of a hired 

worker the same day; do not 

let them remain with you 

until morning. 

Leviticus 19:13; 

Deuteronomy 24:15 

2 

Do not use dishonest weights 

or measures in buying and 

selling. 

Leviticus 19:35–36 2 

Leave the corners of the field 

and the gleanings of the 

harvest for the poor and the 

sojourner. 

Leviticus 19:9–10 2 

Rise in the presence of the 

elderly and honor the face of 

the old man. 

Leviticus 19:32 2 

Do not take a bribe, for a 

bribe blinds the eyes and 

perverts the words of the 

righteous. 

Exodus 23:8; Deuteronomy 

16:19 

2 

Do not eat blood. Leviticus 17:14 3 

Do not mistreat any widow 

or fatherless child. 

Exodus 22:22 3 

When you build a new 

house, make a parapet for 

your roof, so that you do not 

bring guilt of bloodshed on 

your house if anyone falls 

from it. 

Deuteronomy 22:8 3 

The reader who has just read this table is encouraged to pause before continuing. Do not move on 

yet. Sit with what has happened. The commands above are not a curated selection of New 

Testament principles. They are the literal text of the Mosaic Law, paraphrased lightly for English 

readability, drawn from Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy. Read them again. Read them as 

instructions and ask, of each one in turn: do I keep this? do I agree with it? would I ever consider 
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not keeping it? The honest answer for almost every Christian reader, on almost every line, is the 

same. Yes, I keep it. Yes, I agree with it. Of course this is right. 

2.2 The Three Buckets: Already Kept, Strongly Affirmed, 
Conditional or Ceremonial 

The sample above is organized into three tiers, and the three tiers correspond to the three 

substantive categories into which the entire 613 commands fall when examined honestly. The Tier 

1 commands — murder, theft, adultery, sexual ethics, the prohibition on child sacrifice and occult 

practice, the command to love the neighbor — are commands every faithful Christian already 

keeps without conscious reference to the Mosaic Law at all. The believer who has never read 

Leviticus refuses these things instinctively. The Spirit has written them on his heart. The fact that 

he keeps them without knowing he is keeping the very commands Moses recorded is the strongest 

possible empirical evidence that Jeremiah 31:33 is in operation in his life. The promise of the New 

Covenant — "I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts" — is being fulfilled in 

him in real time. The content of what the Spirit writes is not a different law. It is the Law, the same 

Father's instructions, now relocated from external tablets to internal flesh. 

The Tier 2 commands — the prohibition on oppressing the foreigner, the protection of the 

disabled, the immediate payment of wages, honest weights, gleanings for the poor, honor of the 

elderly, the refusal of bribes — are commands the Christian will affirm the moment he reads them 

but that he rarely thinks of as Torah at all. He has heard these principles from a hundred pulpits 

as Christian ethics. He has never been told that what he was hearing was Leviticus 19. The 

disconnection is not accidental; it is the visible effect of a teaching tradition that has trained the 

believer to receive the substance of the Law while denying its source. The believer agrees that 

exploiting workers is wrong, that defrauding customers with dishonest scales is wrong, that 

ignoring the poor is wrong, that mocking the disabled is wrong, that taking bribes corrupts justice. 

He has just never been told that the King wrote these down three and a half millennia ago through 

Moses and that the Father's heart has not changed on a single one of them since. 

The Tier 3 commands — the prohibition on consuming blood (affirmed for Gentile believers in 

Acts 15), the protection of widows and orphans, the building safety code requiring a parapet on a 

flat roof — are commands the modern believer has rarely been taught to see as either binding or 

wise, but that on inspection are obviously both. The parapet command is the original building 

safety code. It is the principle behind every railing on every elevated walkway in every modern 

building. The Father, three and a half thousand years ago, said do not let blood be on your house 

because someone fell from your roof. The same principle is enshrined in modern law in every 

developed nation on earth, and the modern Christian, who would be horrified by a builder who 

refused to install a railing, has never been taught that the principle is from his Father. The widow-

and-orphan protection is the seed of every child welfare law and every protection-of-the-

vulnerable doctrine in every legal system shaped by the Christian tradition. The prohibition on 

blood, which Acts 15 explicitly retains for Gentile believers, has been quietly retired by a teaching 
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tradition that decided, without apostolic warrant, that the Jerusalem Council was being 

provisional rather than canonical. 

The three tiers reveal the pattern. Of the 613 commands, the substantial majority is in one of these 

three conditions in the conscience of the faithful Christian. He keeps them (Tier 1). He affirms 

them on first reading (Tier 2). He recognizes them as obvious wisdom on inspection (Tier 3). The 

handful of commands that genuinely do not apply in their original form — the ceremonial 

sacrifices fulfilled in Christ, the priestly garments of a temple that no longer stands, the specific 

tribal-allotment laws of a theocratic Israel that no longer exists in that form — are a relatively 

small fraction of the total, and even those carry forward in principle (the principle of 

substitutionary atonement, the principle of mediated worship, the principle of just inheritance) 

even where the form has been fulfilled. 

2.3 The Numbers Behind the Sample 

The institute has conducted a working examination of the 613 traditional commands against the 

three-tier framework above. The examination is offered transparently as the institute's count, not 

as a precise scholarly tally; different examiners will draw the lines slightly differently, and the 

institute welcomes refinement of the numbers in future editions of this paper. The substantive 

observation, however, holds across any reasonable count. The breakdown is approximately as 

follows. 

Category Approximate Count Description 

Moral, ethical, and relational 

commands the faithful 

believer already keeps in 

substance 

~178 Commands directly affirmed 

by the New Testament, 

embedded in the believer's 

conscience by the Spirit, kept 

without conscious reference 

to Moses. 

Conditional, situational, or 

strongly commended 

wisdom 

~122 Commands that apply when 

the situation arises 

(mourning practices, 

agricultural cycles, dispute 

resolution patterns) and that 

constitute clear wisdom for 

the saint who finds himself 

in the situation. 

Ceremonial, sacrificial, 

priestly, and civil-Israel 

commands fulfilled in Christ 

or rendered inapplicable 

~313 The Levitical sacrifices 

fulfilled in Christ's once-for-

all sacrifice; the priestly 

garments of a temple that no 
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Category Approximate Count Description 

longer stands; the specific 

tribal-civil judgments of 

theocratic Israel; the 

cleanness protocols whose 

substance Christ has carried 

in His own body. 

The third category — the largest in number — is the category the mainstream evangelical reflex 

assumes is the whole of the Mosaic Law. It is not the whole. It is roughly half. The other half is the 

wisdom the believer already keeps or would affirm on reading. The mainstream reflex has 

confused part for whole, looked at the ceremonial system that has been fulfilled in Christ, 

concluded the Law is abolished, and discarded with the ceremonial half the moral, ethical, civil-

wisdom, dietary, agricultural, and relational instructions the Spirit is in fact writing on every 

believer's heart. The discarding is the error. The cross fulfilled the ceremonial. The Spirit is writing 

the rest. 

A second observation follows from the numbers. No instruction in the Mosaic Law has been 

morally abolished. The form of the ceremonial commands has been fulfilled — Christ is the 

sacrifice, Christ is the priest, Christ is the temple, Christ is the atonement — but the substance of 

what those commands taught (that sin requires atonement, that worship is mediated, that the 

holy God dwells with His people) stands forever. The form of certain civil-Israel commands has 

been rendered inapplicable by the absence of the theocratic-Israel context — but the principles 

those commands enshrined (just inheritance, fair courts, the protection of the vulnerable, the rest 

of the land) carry forward into every faithful application. The form of certain commands has 

changed; the substance of none has been abolished. The Law has not been retired. The Law has 

been fulfilled and written on the heart. 

Of the 613 commands, approximately 178 are kept in substance by every 

faithful believer through the work of the Spirit on the heart, approximately 

122 are situational wisdom the saint affirms the moment he reads them, 

and the remaining commands are ceremonial-priestly forms fulfilled in 

Christ whose substance still stands. The mainstream reflex has confused 

part for whole. No moral command of the Mosaic Law has been abolished. 

The form of some has been fulfilled. The substance of all stands. 

2.4 The Honest Reader's Concession 

The faithful believer who has read the sample and the breakdown is, at this point in the paper, in 

one of two positions. Either he has admitted what is plainly true — that he already keeps the 

substantial majority of the moral content of the Mosaic Law, that he affirms most of the rest on 

first reading, that he recognizes the remainder as either fulfilled in Christ or as obvious wisdom 
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on inspection — or he has resisted the admission for reasons the paper has not yet examined. The 

institute commends the first position and addresses the second. 

The resistance, when it occurs, is rarely about the specific commands themselves. The reader who 

has read the sample table cannot, without contortion, claim that do not murder is a Jewish 

ceremonial requirement that has been abolished. He cannot claim that do not have sexual 

relations with your sister was annulled at Pentecost. He cannot claim that pay your workers on 

the day they work was a temporary measure for the theocratic period. The specific commands 

resist the abolition reading because their substance is obviously, perennially, morally binding. 

The resistance is therefore not at the level of the commands. It is at the level of category. The 

reader resists not because he disagrees with the commands but because he has been formed in a 

tradition that has taught him to fear the category. The Law is the category that means bondage, 

Judaism, legalism, works-righteousness, the Old Covenant. The reader will accept the substance 

of every command in the sample table and reject the category that contains them, because the 

category has been the wound through which the inherited tradition has injected its anti-Torah 

reflex. The institute names the wound and treats it directly in the next section by examining what 

the Lord Himself said about the category. 

The reader who has felt the resistance and who is, at this moment, considering the move from 

"yes I keep these, but they're not really the Law of Moses, they're just New Testament ethics that 

happen to overlap" to the more honest position "yes I keep these because the Father gave them 

through Moses, and the Spirit has written them on my heart in fulfillment of His promise" — that 

reader is the reader this paper has been written for. The move is small. The move is exactly the 

move Jeremiah and Ezekiel prophesied the Spirit would produce in the heart of every saint in the 

New Covenant. The move is the recovery of the obvious, after centuries of inherited reflex against 

it. The paper proceeds from here on the assumption that the reader has at least begun the move. 

The Lord Jesus is taken up directly in the next section, on His own terms, in His own words, before 

any apostolic argument is considered. 

3. What Jesus Actually Said About the Law 

The Lord Jesus is the author of the Law and the authority over its interpretation. He is also the 

One who fulfills it. Every reading of the Mosaic Law that does not begin with what He said about 

it is reading from the wrong starting point. Paul did not establish the doctrine of the Law in the 

apostolic body. The Lord did. Paul interpreted, applied, and defended what the Lord had already 

settled. The faithful order of inquiry is therefore Lord first, apostles second — and every apostolic 

statement must be read as commentary on, not as supersession of, what the Lord had already 

taught. The institute reads the New Testament in this order. The Lord on the Law, then the 

apostles on the Lord on the Law. The argument is settled in the Lord's own words, in the Sermon 

on the Mount, in His treatment of the rich young ruler, in the great commandments, and in His 

relationship to the Pharisees — and the apostolic letters extend rather than overturn what He 

there established. 
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3.1 Matthew 5:17–20: The Controlling Text 

The Lord opened His public teaching ministry with the Sermon on the Mount, and within minutes 

He took up the question every Jewish hearer was already asking. Who is this teacher? What is His 

relationship to the Law of Moses? Is He coming to overturn what the Father gave at Sinai? He 

answered the question before they could ask it. 

"Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to 

destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass 

away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. 

Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches 

men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and 

teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say to you, 

that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and 

Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven." — Matthew 

5:17–20, NKJV 

The institute has already named the five governing observations from these verses in Section 1, 

and the reader is referred there for the full treatment. What must be added in this section is what 

follows in the verses immediately after. The Lord did not stop with the abstract principle in verses 

17–20. He proceeded, in verses 21–48, to give six concrete examples of what fulfilling the Law 

looks like. The six examples are the operative definition of fulfillment, and each one expands 

rather than contracts the command. The Lord does not abolish the prohibition on murder; He 

extends it to anger and contempt. He does not abolish the prohibition on adultery; He extends it 

to lust. He does not abolish the law of divorce; He restricts it to the case of sexual immorality. He 

does not abolish the law of oaths; He calls for speech so honest that oaths become unnecessary. 

He does not abolish the law of restitution; He calls for non-retaliation that goes beyond what 

Mosaic restitution required. He does not abolish the law of love-your-neighbor; He extends it to 

love of enemies. In every case, the fulfillment the Lord brings is expansion, deepening, 

interiorization. The fulfillment is not abolition; it is the bringing of the command to its full 

intended weight, from the outward act to the inward disposition that produces the act. 

This is the operative definition of fulfillment for the entire Mosaic Law. The reader who applies 

the definition consistently across the rest of the Torah will not find that the Lord retires the 

commands. He will find that the Lord deepens them, presses them inward, attaches them to the 

heart rather than merely to the hand. The Sabbath is not retired; it is reasserted as made for man 

(Mark 2:27). The dietary laws are not retired; they are reframed against the hypocrisy of men who 

tithed mint and cumin but neglected justice and mercy (Matthew 23:23 — "these you ought to 

have done, without leaving the others undone"). The cleanness laws are not retired; they are 

pressed inward against the cleansing of the cup that the Pharisees had reversed (Matthew 23:25–

26). The Lord's relationship to the Law of Moses, across the four Gospels, is the relationship of 

the Author to His own composition. He explains it, deepens it, defends it from the false hedges 
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the rabbinic tradition had built around it, and lives it out in His own body. He does not abolish it. 

He cannot abolish it. He is the One who gave it. 

3.2 "Unless Your Righteousness Exceeds That of the Scribes and 
Pharisees" 

Verse 20 contains the most arresting standard the Lord set in the Sermon on the Mount. "Unless 

your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means 

enter the kingdom of heaven." The modern reading, formed by the inherited reflex, hears this 

verse and concludes that the Pharisees were legalists and that the Lord is calling His disciples to 

a less rigorous relationship to the Law — to gospel grace as opposed to Pharisaic Torah-keeping. 

The reading is precisely backward. The Pharisees did not over-keep the Law. They under-kept it 

by externalizing it. They washed the outside of the cup and left the inside full of greed. They tithed 

garden herbs and ignored justice, mercy, and faithfulness. They built a hedge of human tradition 

around the Law that allowed them to honor it with their lips while their hearts were far from it. 

The Lord's call to a righteousness exceeding theirs is not a call to less Torah-keeping. It is a call to 

more — to a Torah-keeping that begins in the heart, extends to the disposition, and produces the 

actual obedience the Father has always required. 

This is structurally identical to the call of Jeremiah and Ezekiel. The Old Covenant prophets had 

named the same diagnosis the Lord here repeats. The people had the Law on tablets but not on 

hearts; they had the form of obedience without the substance; they were performing the 

commands while their consciences were uncircumcised. The prophets had promised a coming day 

when the Father would write the Law on the heart and put His Spirit within the people and cause 

them to walk in His statutes. The Lord, in Matthew 5, is announcing that the day has arrived. The 

righteousness He calls for is the New Covenant righteousness — same Law, same content, now 

relocated from the tablets to the heart, from the external hedge to the interior life. The Pharisaic 

problem was not that they kept the Law too rigorously. It was that they did not keep it at all in the 

place where it counted. The kingdom righteousness exceeds theirs not by lowering the standard 

but by raising the location — from the hand to the heart, from the lip to the conscience, from the 

performance to the disposition. 

The Lord did not call His disciples to less Torah-keeping than the 

Pharisees. He called them to more — to a Torah-keeping that begins in the 

heart, lives in the conscience, produces the actual obedience the Father has 

always required, and exceeds in substance what the Pharisees had 

performed only in form. The kingdom righteousness is not lower than the 

Pharisaic standard. It is higher, deeper, more interior, more total. 

3.3 The Lord and the Rich Young Ruler 

The clearest single confirmation of the Lord's relationship to the Mosaic commandments comes 

from the conversation with the rich young ruler, recorded in all three synoptic Gospels. The young 
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man came running, knelt before the Lord, and asked what he must do to inherit eternal life. The 

Lord answered him in the most direct way available to any teacher addressing any inquirer about 

salvation. He pointed him to the commandments. 

"So He said to him, 'Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, 

God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments.' He said to 

Him, 'Which ones?' Jesus said, 'You shall not murder,' 'You shall not commit 

adultery,' 'You shall not steal,' 'You shall not bear false witness,' 'Honor your 

father and your mother,' and, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'" — 

Matthew 19:17–19, NKJV 

The Lord's answer is significant in three ways. First, He did not retire the commandments when 

asked the most important question a man can ask. "If you want to enter into life, keep the 

commandments." The Lord, the very One whose blood would be the basis of the young man's 

justification, pointed him to the commandments as the path of life. Second, He cited the specific 

commandments — "which ones?" the young man asked, and the Lord listed five of the Ten 

Commandments and one from Leviticus 19, choosing the second-table commandments that 

governed the young man's relationship to his neighbor. The Lord did not say "the commandments 

are not what matters now." He said which commandments specifically. Third, when the young 

man claimed to have kept all these from his youth, the Lord did not say "there are no 

commandments to keep anyway." He named the one commandment the young man had not yet 

faced — the commandment underneath the first table, the call to love the Lord with all his heart, 

which would require him to release the wealth that had become his god. The Lord did not abolish 

the Law in His conversation with the young man. He deepened it, applied it, and let it do its work 

of revealing the heart underneath the keeping. 

This conversation, read alongside the Sermon on the Mount, settles the question of the Lord's 

posture toward the Mosaic commandments at the level of the Gospels themselves. He did not 

retire them. He pointed people to them. He deepened them. He held His disciples to a higher 

standard of them. He lived them out in His own body. The modern reading that says "the Lord 

came to free us from the commandments" is not the reading of the four Gospels. It is the reading 

of an inherited tradition that has, across centuries, formed Christian categories before the Gospels 

are ever opened. The institute commends a return to the Gospels, read without the inherited filter. 

The Lord on the Law is not the Lord against the Law. He is the Lord who gave the Law, and He 

treats it as His own. 

3.4 The Two Great Commandments 

The Lord's summary of the Law, given in response to a lawyer's question about the greatest 

commandment, is often cited by modern teachers as evidence that the Lord reduced the Mosaic 

Law to two principles, on which the rest is now optional. The text does not support the reading. 

"Jesus said to him, 'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with 

all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. 
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And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two 

commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.'" — Matthew 22:37–40, 

NKJV 

The Lord did not say the Law is now reduced to two commandments and the others may be 

ignored. He said the opposite. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 

The verb is kremannutai — hang, depend, are suspended from. The two great commandments are 

not the replacement of the Law; they are the load-bearing pillars on which the entire Law and the 

Prophets are suspended. Remove the two pillars and the building falls. The two pillars stand and 

the entire building rests on them. The Lord's summary is the architectural diagnosis, not the 

demolition order. The Law of Moses, in all its commands, is the visible expression of what love of 

God and love of neighbor look like when applied to specific human situations — the prohibition 

on murder is what love of neighbor looks like when faced with the temptation to violence; the 

prohibition on theft is what love of neighbor looks like when faced with another man's property; 

the Sabbath is what love of God looks like when faced with the temptation to work without rest; 

the dietary laws are what love of God looks like when faced with the temptation to defile the body 

He gave; the laws of just weights are what love of neighbor looks like when faced with the 

temptation to defraud the customer. The two commandments are the underlying principle. The 

613 are the principle applied to the situations of life. The Lord did not abolish the application by 

naming the principle. He named the principle to explain the application. 

This is structurally identical to what Paul will later do in Romans 13:8–10. Paul names that love 

is the fulfillment of the Law, and immediately gives the commandments — "You shall not commit 

adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness, You shall not 

covet" — as the specific shape love takes. Paul does not abolish the commandments by naming 

love. He names love because love is what produces obedience to the commandments. The two 

passages are saying the same thing. The Law is suspended from love. Love produces the keeping 

of the Law. The believer who loves the Father will keep the commandments; the believer who 

loves his neighbor will refuse to murder, steal, defraud, or bear false witness against him. The 

commandments are not retired by the introduction of love. The commandments are produced by 

the introduction of love. The Spirit's writing of the Father's instructions on the heart is identical 

to the Spirit's pouring out of love in the heart (Romans 5:5) — the same operation, named two 

ways. 

On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. Not in 

their place. Not instead of them. Hanging from them — suspended, 

sustained, expressed through them. The two commandments are the load-

bearing pillars. The 613 commands are the visible building. Remove the 

pillars and the building falls. Stand on the pillars and the building stands. 

The Lord did not demolish the building when He named the pillars. He 

named the pillars so the body could finally see what was holding the 

building up. 
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3.5 The Lord's Own Keeping of the Law 

The most decisive piece of evidence on the question is the Lord's own practice. He kept the Mosaic 

Law in His own body across His entire earthly ministry. He was circumcised on the eighth day 

(Luke 2:21). He was presented in the temple according to the Law (Luke 2:22–24). He was raised 

in a household that went up to Jerusalem every year for Passover (Luke 2:41). He kept the 

appointed times — Passover, Tabernacles, Dedication — across His public ministry (the institute 

has developed this at length in White Paper No. 7 and will not re-litigate it here). He ate within 

the Mosaic dietary boundaries, as evidenced by the apostle Peter's claim three years into his 

ministry with the Lord that he had "never eaten anything common or unclean" (Acts 10:14), a 

claim Peter could not have made truthfully if the Lord had eaten outside those boundaries during 

their shared meals. He paid the temple tax (Matthew 17:24–27). He affirmed the Mosaic structure 

of priestly authority where the Pharisees had not corrupted it (Matthew 8:4 — "go, show yourself 

to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded"). He observed the Sabbath, defended its 

true meaning against Pharisaic distortion, and identified Himself as Lord of the Sabbath — not 

Lord against the Sabbath but Lord of it, the One who establishes its meaning and protects it from 

the hedges men had built around it (Mark 2:27–28). 

The Lord did not break the Mosaic Law. He could not have broken it without disqualifying Himself 

as the spotless Lamb whose sacrifice would atone for the sin of the world. The entire soteriological 

structure of the New Testament depends on the Lord's perfect keeping of the Father's instructions. 

"He committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth" (1 Peter 2:22, NKJV) is meaningless if 

the Father's instructions were optional. The Lord's perfect obedience to the Mosaic Law is 

precisely what qualified Him to be the substitutionary sacrifice. The Law that the modern reflex 

says was retired at the cross is the Law the Lord kept perfectly, and His keeping of it is the basis 

of the cross's saving power. The Law that saved nobody became, in His body, the Law that saved 

everybody — because He kept it on behalf of those who could not. 

This has a consequence the modern reading rarely faces. The Law the Lord kept perfectly is the 

Law His Spirit now writes on the hearts of those for whom He died. The Spirit does not write a 

different Law on the heart of the believer than the Law the Lord lived out in His own body. The 

Spirit writes the same Law, because the Spirit is conforming the believer into the image of the 

Lord (Romans 8:29), and the image of the Lord is the image of the Man who kept the Father's 

commandments. The believer who is being conformed to Christ is, by definition, being conformed 

to a Torah-keeping Man. The Spirit's work in the believer's life is the production of the same 

obedience the Lord lived out in His own. "That the righteous requirement of the Law might be 

fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit" (Romans 8:4, 

NKJV). The righteous requirement of the Law — fulfilled in us — through the Spirit. Paul's own 

words. The reading of Paul as the abolisher of the Law cannot survive the encounter with Paul's 

own sentences. 
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4. The Law on the Heart: Jeremiah 31, Ezekiel 36, 
and the New Covenant Promise 

The doctrinal hinge of the entire paper is the New Covenant promise as it was given by the 

prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel six centuries before the cross. The promise is the most precise 

theological statement available in the prophetic corpus on what the Spirit would do in the New 

Covenant body, and it has, in the hands of the inherited evangelical tradition, been read in a way 

the prophets did not intend. The institute's task in this section is to restore the plain reading of 

what Jeremiah and Ezekiel actually said the Spirit would write, and to demonstrate that the 

content of what the Spirit writes is identical to the content of what the Father wrote at Sinai. The 

ink changes. The Author is the same. The instructions are the same. The location is different — 

and the change of location is the New Covenant. 

4.1 The Jeremiah 31 Promise 

The promise is given in language so precise it admits no other reading. 

"Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah — not according to the 

covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand 

to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I 

was a husband to them, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make 

with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My law in 

their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall 

be My people. No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his 

brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they all shall know Me, from the least of 

them to the greatest of them, says the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, 

and their sin I will remember no more." — Jeremiah 31:31–34, NKJV 

Five observations govern the reading of this text and the entire doctrine of the New Covenant that 

follows from it. First, the promise is to the house of Israel and the house of Judah — the one people 

the Father has been gathering throughout the Old Testament, into whom believing Gentiles are 

grafted in the apostolic witness (Romans 11; Ephesians 2:11–22, treated at length in White Paper 

No. 9). The New Covenant is not a covenant with a different people. It is the renewal of the Father's 

relationship with His one people. Second, what is new is identified explicitly. "Not according to 

the covenant that I made with their fathers." The newness is contrasted with the Sinaitic form, 

not with the Sinaitic substance. The Father is not making a covenant with different commands; 

He is making a covenant with the same content under a different operational structure. Third, the 

content is named explicitly: "I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts." The 

word is torah — the same word used throughout the Pentateuch for the body of instruction the 

Father gave through Moses. The Father is not promising to write a law on the heart. He is 

promising to write My law — the law that has been His all along — on the heart of His people. 
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Fourth, the difference from the Sinaitic form is the location. Sinai was external — tablets of stone, 

ink and scroll, priests and Levites reading aloud in the assembly. The New Covenant is internal — 

minds and hearts, the Spirit teaching directly, the saint knowing the LORD from within rather 

than being told about Him from without. Fifth, the basis of the entire transaction is the forgiveness 

of sin: "I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more." The internalization of 

the Law is not the believer's effort; it is the Father's gift, secured by the forgiveness the cross would 

purchase. 

The critical observation, against which the modern reading must be measured, is the second and 

the third taken together. The Father is making the covenant new against the Sinaitic form, not 

against the Sinaitic content. "Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers" refers 

to the operational structure of Sinai — the external tablets, the priestly mediation, the people who 

could not keep what was written because the writing was on stone and not on flesh. The newness 

is not in what is written; the newness is in where it is written. The content is the same torah. The 

Father does not promise to write a different law. He promises to write His law — the law His 

hearers have been hearing about for centuries — on the heart, where it has never been before. The 

inherited evangelical reading has, by long habit, interpreted this verse as if it said "I will write a 

different law" or "I will write the principles behind the law" or "I will write a softer law of grace." 

It does not say any of those things. It says I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their 

hearts. My law. The same law. New location. Same content. 

The Father did not promise to write a different law on the heart. He 

promised to write His law on the heart. The newness of the New Covenant 

is the relocation, not the replacement. The content the Spirit writes is the 

content the Father has always given. Same Author. Same instructions. 

Different ink. 

4.2 The Ezekiel 36 Promise 

Ezekiel, prophesying in the same era as Jeremiah, gave the same promise from the other side. 

Where Jeremiah named the writing, Ezekiel named the Spirit who does the writing and the effect 

of His operation in the body of the believer. 

"Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse 

you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. I will give you a new heart 

and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh 

and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to 

walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them." — Ezekiel 

36:25–27, NKJV 

The text is, if anything, even more precise than Jeremiah on what the Spirit will produce in the 

body of the saint. The Spirit will not merely enable the saint to consider the Father's instructions. 

The Spirit will cause the saint to walk in them. The verb in the Hebrew is v'asiti — I will make, I 



ANCIENT PATHS INSTITUTE • White Paper No. 10 • The Law of Moses According to Jesus 

Ancient Paths Institute   —   Page 26 
NOW IS THE TIME. THE TIME IS NOW.  sin²t + cos²t = 1 

Public Domain | No Rights Reserved 

will cause to do. The Father is promising direct, causative action through the Spirit. The result is 

named in the same sentence: you will keep My judgments and do them. The Spirit's ministry, in 

Ezekiel's prophecy, is to produce obedience to the Father's statutes. The statutes are the same 

statutes — "My statutes," "My judgments," the Father's possessive, the Father's law, the same body 

of instruction He had given through Moses centuries before. The Spirit does not abolish the 

statutes; the Spirit produces obedience to them. 

The combination of Jeremiah and Ezekiel is exhaustive. Jeremiah names what is written on the 

heart: My law. Ezekiel names who writes it and what the writing produces: My Spirit will cause 

you to walk in My statutes. Same content, same Spirit, same statutes, same Father, same body of 

instruction relocated from tablets to flesh and producing in the saint the obedience the saint could 

never produce on his own. The two prophets together establish the entire doctrinal frame of the 

New Covenant: the Father's Law, written on the heart by the Father's Spirit, producing in the saint 

the keeping of the Father's commandments — by grace, through the Spirit, on the basis of the 

forgiveness the cross would secure. The reading of the New Covenant as the abolition of the Law 

cannot survive contact with either prophet. The reading of the New Covenant as the 

internalization of the Law is the plain reading of both. 

4.3 Hebrews 8 Confirms the Reading 

The writer of Hebrews, addressing a Hebrew-Christian audience at risk of drifting back into Old 

Covenant forms as the means of justification, takes up the Jeremiah 31 promise directly and 

quotes it in full as the description of what the cross has accomplished. 

"For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, says the LORD: I will put My laws in their mind and write them on their 

hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people." — Hebrews 8:10, 

NKJV 

The writer of Hebrews preserves the exact substance of the Jeremiah promise — the Father will 

put His laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. The plural laws (the Greek is nomous) 

is significant; the writer is not naming an abstract principle but the body of specific instructions 

the Father has given. The New Covenant, as the writer of Hebrews understands it, is the writing 

of the Father's laws (plural, specific, contentful) on the hearts of His people. The Hebrews passage 

does not weaken the Jeremiah promise. It confirms it under the apostolic authority of the New 

Testament. The Spirit, in the New Covenant, writes the Father's laws — plural, contentful, the 

same body of instruction the Father has always given — on the hearts of His people. The reading 

is consistent across the Old Testament prophecy and the New Testament apostolic confirmation. 

The institute simply reads what is written. 

4.4 Why the Believer Already Keeps the Substantial Majority 

The empirical observation made in Section 2 now finds its theological explanation. The faithful 

Christian who keeps the substantial majority of the moral commands of the Mosaic Law without 
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ever consciously consulting Leviticus is the living proof of the Jeremiah-Ezekiel promise. The 

Spirit has put My law in his mind and written it on his heart. The Spirit has caused him to walk in 

the Father's statutes and to keep His judgments. The believer does not steal because the Spirit has 

written do not steal on his heart. The believer does not commit adultery because the Spirit has 

written do not commit adultery on his heart. The believer cares for the poor because the Spirit has 

written leave the gleanings of your field on his heart. The believer refuses to defraud his customer 

because the Spirit has written do not use dishonest weights on his heart. The content of what the 

Spirit writes is identical to the content the Father wrote at Sinai. The believer is the living 

fulfillment of a six-hundred-year-old prophecy, and most modern believers have no idea they are. 

This is why the recovery of the Law in the Western body is not a return to bondage. It is the 

recognition of what the Spirit has already been doing. The believer is not being asked to take up a 

yoke he has been free of. The believer is being asked to recognize the yoke that has been on him 

from the moment of his regeneration, to name it for what it is, and to walk in the parts of it he has 

not yet recovered for the simple reason that no one ever told him those parts were part of what 

the Spirit was writing. The recovery is not the addition of a burden. The recovery is the lifting of 

an inherited confusion. The believer who comes to see what the Spirit has been writing — My law, 

on your heart, the same instructions the Father has always given, for your protection, blessing, 

and flourishing — does not experience the recognition as bondage. He experiences it as 

homecoming. The Father's instructions were not the enemy of his joy. The inherited reflex against 

them was. The reflex has been quietly stealing from him the inheritance the cross has purchased 

and the Spirit is writing. 

The faithful Christian who keeps the moral substance of the Mosaic Law 

without ever reading Moses is the living proof that Jeremiah 31:33 is in 

operation. The content of what the Spirit writes is identical to the content 

the Father wrote at Sinai. The believer is the fulfillment of a six-hundred-

year-old prophecy, and most believers have no idea they are. The Spirit did 

not come to abolish the Father's instructions. The Spirit came to write them 

on the heart, and the writing is in progress. 

4.5 Ink and Scroll, Spirit and Flesh — Same Author, Same 
Content 

The image is worth pausing on, because it carries the entire doctrine of the New Covenant in a 

single picture. At Sinai, the Father wrote His instructions with His own finger on tablets of stone. 

The image is fixed in Exodus — the finger of God, writing on stone, the same Father in the same 

handwriting that He had used to inscribe the covenant the people would carry. The tablets were 

placed in the ark, the ark was placed in the tabernacle, and the writing remained, generation after 

generation, the external testimony of what the Father required of His people. The people read the 

writing aloud in the assembly. The priests taught it. The fathers were commanded to teach it to 

their sons. The whole apparatus of the Old Covenant was the structure by which the writing on 
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the tablets was carried into the lives of the people who could not, by themselves, internalize what 

was inscribed on stone. 

In the New Covenant, the Father writes the same instructions in different ink, on a different 

surface, by a different operation. The ink is the Holy Spirit. The surface is the flesh of the believer's 

heart. The operation is the indwelling and direct teaching ministry of the Spirit Himself. "You are 

an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not 

on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart" (2 Corinthians 3:3, NKJV). Paul's 

image is exact. The believer is the new tablet. The Spirit is the new ink. The content is what was 

always on the old tablet — the Father's instructions, His torah, His commands — now relocated 

to the place where they can finally produce the obedience the old tablets could not. The old tablets 

could be read but not internalized. The new tablets are the internalization. The old ink could be 

honored but not loved. The new ink is the love itself, poured into the heart by the Spirit (Romans 

5:5), producing the obedience the old ink could only command. 

The same Author. The same content. Different ink. Different tablets. Different operation. The New 

Covenant is not the abolition of what the Father gave at Sinai. The New Covenant is the fulfillment 

of what the Father gave at Sinai — the carrying of the same instructions from the place where they 

could only condemn (because no one could keep them from the outside) to the place where they 

can finally bless (because the Spirit produces from the inside the obedience the heart was made 

for). The believer in whom the Spirit is operating is not free from the Law. The believer in whom 

the Spirit is operating is the Law's intended end — the saint in whom the Father's instructions are 

no longer an external requirement but an internal reality, no longer a code on stone but a life in 

flesh, no longer a yoke but a joy. 

Same Author. Same instructions. Different ink. Different tablets. The 

Father wrote on stone with His finger; the Spirit writes on the heart with 

His indwelling. The content is identical. The operation has changed. The 

New Covenant is not the abolition of the Law. The New Covenant is the 

location where the Law was always meant to live. 

5. The Numbers Expand: From 613 to More Than a 
Thousand 

The Western evangelical reflex has carried, alongside the not under the law doctrine, an implicit 

assumption that the gospel reduces the demand on the believer. The Lord, in this assumption, is 

the One who simplifies — who replaces six hundred and thirteen specific commands with two 

great ones, or with the simple call to love, or with the open-ended grace that requires no specific 

obedience at all. The assumption is wrong on multiple levels and the Lord's own ministry refutes 

it. Far from reducing the number of imperatives placed on the believer, the Lord substantially 

increased it. Various compilations of the imperative statements in the Gospels have placed the 

number above a thousand, with some careful counts reaching as high as 1,050. The institute does 
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not depend on the precision of any one count; the substantive point holds across any reasonable 

enumeration. The Gospels alone contain more direct commands of the King than the entire 

Mosaic Law. The Lord did not come to relieve the believer of imperative; He came to deepen it, 

expand it, and write it on the heart. 

5.1 The Sermon on the Mount as Exhibit A 

The clearest demonstration of the Lord's expansion of the imperative is the Sermon on the Mount 

itself, in which He repeatedly takes a Mosaic command and presses it inward. The pattern across 

Matthew 5:21–48 is consistent. "You have heard that it was said… but I say to you…" The Lord 

does not abolish what was said; He takes what was said and presses it further. The Mosaic 

prohibition on murder becomes the prohibition on anger and contempt. The Mosaic prohibition 

on adultery becomes the prohibition on lust in the heart. The Mosaic regulation of divorce 

becomes a more restrictive limit. The Mosaic regulation of oaths becomes a call to speech so 

honest that oaths are superfluous. The Mosaic principle of proportionate restitution becomes a 

call to non-retaliation. The Mosaic command to love the neighbor becomes a command to love 

the enemy. In every case, the imperative is not reduced; it is expanded. The Mosaic command 

counted only the outward act; the Lord's deepening counts the inward disposition that produces 

the act. The believer is now responsible not only for what his hands do but for what his heart 

entertains. The Lord did not come to make Torah-keeping easier. He came to make it more 

interior, more total, more honest. 

This pattern is the operative shape of the Gospels as a whole. The Lord adds to the Mosaic Law 

commands that have no Old Testament precedent in their explicit form. Love your enemies 

(Matthew 5:44). Pray for those who persecute you (Matthew 5:44). Forgive seventy times seven 

(Matthew 18:22). Take up your cross daily and follow Me (Luke 9:23). Make disciples of all the 

nations (Matthew 28:19). Do this in remembrance of Me (Luke 22:19). Wash one another's feet 

(John 13:14). Love one another as I have loved you (John 13:34). None of these is the abolition of 

a Mosaic command. Each of these is a new imperative laid on the conscience of the believer in 

addition to the Mosaic commands that remain in force. The Lord is the King, and the King has the 

authority to add to the body of instruction His people are to walk in. He has added substantially. 

5.2 The Apostolic Letters Continue the Expansion 

The pattern continues in the apostolic letters. Paul's letters contain hundreds of imperatives — 

direct commands laid on the conscience of the believer. The reader who has been formed by the 

not under the law reflex has rarely counted them. He should. The believer is commanded to walk 

in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16), to bear one another's burdens (Galatians 6:2), to put off the old man 

and put on the new (Ephesians 4:22–24), to walk in love (Ephesians 5:2), to submit to one another 

in the fear of God (Ephesians 5:21), to wives to submit to their husbands, to husbands to love their 

wives, to children to obey their parents, to fathers not to provoke their children, to bondservants 

to obey their masters, to masters to do the same to them, to put on the whole armor of God, to 

pray without ceasing, to rejoice always, to give thanks in everything, to flee sexual immorality, to 
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abstain from every form of evil, to test all things and hold fast what is good. Paul piles imperative 

on imperative across the bulk of his correspondence, and the imperatives are not negotiable 

suggestions; they are the apostolic instructions of the King laid on the conscience of the believer 

through His apostle. The other apostolic writers do the same. James commands. Peter commands. 

John commands. The Hebrews writer commands. The Revelation's seven letters to the seven 

churches are nearly nothing but commands. The New Testament is not the document of an 

abolished imperative. It is the document of an expanded imperative — broader, deeper, more 

interior, more total than the imperative the Father gave at Sinai. 

The institute does not advance a precise count of New Testament imperatives, both because such 

counts vary substantially with methodology and because the substantive point is independent of 

the precision. The substantive point is that the believer who claims to be free from the law on the 

grounds that the gospel has reduced his imperatives has not opened his New Testament with a 

counting eye. He is under more imperatives, not fewer. He is under deeper imperatives, not 

shallower. He is under more interior imperatives, not more external. The Lord and the apostles 

did not relieve him of obligation. They wrote on his heart, through the Spirit, an obligation more 

total than anything Sinai required — and the deeper obligation is itself the proof that the Father's 

instructions have not been abolished but expanded. 

5.3 The Architecture of the Expansion 

The architecture of the expansion follows a coherent pattern, and naming the pattern clarifies 

what the Lord and the apostles have done. The Mosaic Law addressed the outer man — the hand, 

the foot, the lip, the eye, the body in its actions. The Lord and the apostles have addressed the 

inner man — the heart, the mind, the disposition, the conscience, the thought-life that produces 

the actions. The Mosaic Law addressed the covenant community of Israel — the people gathered 

under the Sinaitic covenant in the land the Father had given them. The apostolic body has 

addressed the covenant community of the New Covenant ekklesia — the people gathered from 

every tribe and nation under the headship of the risen Christ. The Mosaic Law addressed the 

condition of the unredeemed nature — what the flesh must be restrained from doing if the people 

are to live. The apostolic teaching has addressed the condition of the indwelt nature — what the 

Spirit produces when the heart has been given the new heart Ezekiel promised. The expansion is 

not the addition of arbitrary new content. It is the carrying of the same principles deeper into the 

saint, broader across the nations, more total in the disposition. The Father's Law has not gotten 

smaller. It has gotten larger, deeper, and more interior, exactly as the prophets promised it would 

when the day of the New Covenant arrived. 

The gospel did not reduce the imperative laid on the believer. The gospel 

expanded it. The Sermon on the Mount alone increases the demand. The 

apostolic letters extend it further. The believer who claims to be free from 

the Law on the ground that the gospel has lightened his load has not 

opened his New Testament with a counting eye. He carries a greater load 
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than Sinai ever placed on a Hebrew. The grace that bore him into the 

kingdom is the grace that now carries him under a deeper imperative than 

Sinai ever dreamed. 

6. The Categories: Moral, Civil, Ceremonial — and 
What the Cross Actually Fulfilled 

The reader who has followed the argument through Sections 1–5 now arrives at a question the 

institute must answer directly. If the Law has not been abolished, what has happened to the parts 

of it that the modern believer does not, in any meaningful sense, keep? The Christian does not 

offer goats and bulls on an altar. The Christian does not wear linen garments and the breastplate 

of the priest. The Christian does not refuse to plant his vineyard with two kinds of seed or to wear 

a garment of mixed wool and linen. The Christian does not return purchased land to its original 

tribal owner in the year of jubilee. The institute's argument cannot be that all of the 613 commands 

are equally in force in their original form; the empirical and exegetical fact is that some of them 

are clearly not, and the institute must give an account of the difference. The classical theological 

framework for the account is the threefold distinction between moral, civil, and ceremonial law — 

a distinction developed across the patristic period, given clearest articulation by Thomas Aquinas 

in the Summa Theologica (Part I-II, Questions 99–105), and adopted in modified form by the 

Reformers, including the Westminster Confession of Faith. The institute commends the threefold 

distinction as substantially correct, while refining it in two important ways to align with the 

apostolic witness. 

6.1 The Threefold Distinction 

The classical threefold distinction holds that the Mosaic Law contains three kinds of command, 

and that the believer's relationship to each kind differs. 

Category Definition Believer's Relationship 

Moral Commands rooted in the 

unchanging character of God 

and the created order. The 

moral law is what is good 

and right in itself, 

irrespective of any particular 

covenant context. 

Binding in full force on every 

human being in every era. 

The cross does not abolish; 

the Spirit writes on the 

heart. 

Civil Commands governing the 

specific civil and political life 

of theocratic Israel in the 

land the Father gave. The 

The form is rendered 

inapplicable by the absence 

of the theocratic-Israel 

context. The principles 
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Category Definition Believer's Relationship 

civil law is the application of 

the moral law to the 

particular case of an ancient 

Near Eastern theocracy. 

enshrined in the form 

remain wisdom for the 

believer and for any just 

polity. 

Ceremonial Commands governing the 

worship system of Sinai — 

the sacrifices, the 

priesthood, the temple, the 

dietary purity boundaries, 

the cleanness protocols, the 

appointed times in their 

sacrificial dimension. The 

ceremonial law pointed 

forward to the substance 

Christ would supply. 

The form has been fulfilled 

in Christ. The substance — 

the realities the forms 

pointed to — stands forever 

in the body of the King. The 

believer keeps the substance 

by being united to Christ. 

This framework, applied honestly, accounts for the apparent puzzle of the Christian who keeps 

the moral commands without consulting Moses while not offering bulls and goats. The moral 

commands are the commands the Spirit writes on the heart in the fulfillment of Jeremiah 31:33. 

The civil commands are the commands that no longer have a theocratic-Israel context in which to 

operate in their original form but whose principles continue to govern the conscience of the saint 

and the just polity. The ceremonial commands are the commands whose form Christ has fulfilled 

in His person and work and whose substance the believer now carries by union with Him. The 

framework is sound. The institute commends it with two refinements. 

6.2 First Refinement: The Categories Are Not Sealed 
Compartments 

The first refinement is that the threefold distinction is heuristic rather than absolute. The 

categories are not sealed compartments in which each command sits cleanly without reference to 

the others. Many commands operate across more than one category at once. The Sabbath, for 

example, is moral in its grounding (rooted in the creation order, established before Sinai, given to 

all humanity), civil in its application within Israel (with specific penalties for violation under the 

theocratic context), and ceremonial in some of its forms (the additional Sabbath offerings of 

Numbers 28). The dietary laws are moral in their grounding (the Father's wisdom about what is 

fit for the body He created), civil in their boundary-marking function within Israel (separating 

Israel from the surrounding nations), and ceremonial in their cleanness-protocol dimension 

(associated with the temple system and the priestly category of purity). The appointed times 

(treated in White Paper No. 7) are moral in their grounding (the Father's calendar, set in the lights 
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of the heavens at creation), civil in their gathered-Israel dimension, and ceremonial in their 

sacrificial dimension. A single command may carry weight in more than one category. 

The implication of the refinement is that the believer cannot, with the threefold distinction in 

hand, simply discard everything labeled ceremonial and keep everything labeled moral. The 

question must be asked of each command in its specific dimensions. The sacrificial dimension of 

the appointed times has been fulfilled in Christ; the appointed times themselves, as the Father's 

calendar for His people, have not been abolished (this is the argument of White Paper No. 7). The 

cleanness-protocol dimension of the dietary laws operated within the temple system and is no 

longer in force in that form; the wisdom-of-the-body dimension of the same laws — what is fit for 

the human body to consume — remains the Father's instruction. The civil-penalty dimension of 

the Sabbath law is no longer enforceable by a Christian magistrate; the Sabbath itself, as the 

Father's gift to man (Mark 2:27), remains. The institute does not commend a blanket discarding 

of any category. The institute commends a careful examination of each command in its 

dimensions, with the question asked rigorously: what has the cross fulfilled, and what stands 

forever? 

6.3 Second Refinement: What the Cross Fulfilled — and What It 
Did Not 

The second refinement is the most important. The classical reading has sometimes blurred what 

the cross fulfilled, treating the ceremonial law as a single category that has been wholly abolished. 

The apostolic witness is more careful. The cross fulfilled specifically the sacrificial system — the 

offering of bulls, goats, lambs, and grain on the bronze altar as the means of atonement for sin. 

The book of Hebrews develops this at length. The Lord Jesus is the once-for-all sacrifice; He is 

the great High Priest who has entered the heavenly tabernacle with His own blood; He is the 

substance of every offering the Mosaic system required. The sacrificial system has been fulfilled 

in Him. There is no further sacrifice for sin. The priesthood of Aaron has been superseded by the 

priesthood of Melchizedek. The earthly tabernacle and temple have been superseded by the 

heavenly. This is the doctrinal core of Hebrews 7–10, and the institute affirms it without 

reservation. 

What the cross did not fulfill, in the same way, is several things the inherited tradition has often 

lumped under the ceremonial law. The cross did not fulfill the Father's calendar — the appointed 

times remain His feasts, kept by the apostolic body for decades after the cross (White Paper No. 7 

develops this in full). The cross did not fulfill the Sabbath — the Sabbath was made for man at 

creation, before Sinai, before the sacrificial system, and the apostolic body kept it. The cross did 

not fulfill the dietary instructions in their wisdom-of-the-body dimension — the apostolic council 

in Acts 15 reaffirmed at least one of the dietary boundaries (abstention from blood) on the very 

Gentile believers who were being received into the ekklesia. The cross did not fulfill the moral 

commands of Leviticus 18–20, which the New Testament repeatedly affirms. The cross did not 

fulfill the agricultural-rest principle — the principle that the land must rest, that justice must 

extend to creation as well as to man, remains the Father's wisdom for any people working any soil. 
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The cross fulfilled the sacrificial system specifically. The cross did not fulfill everything else the 

inherited tradition has placed under the ceremonial heading without examination. 

The institute commends therefore a careful list, given below, of what the cross has and has not 

fulfilled. The list is offered as a working framework rather than a final taxonomy; refinement is 

welcome. But the working framework is necessary because the inherited reflex has, by long habit, 

applied the word fulfilled with insufficient precision. 

Mosaic System Status After the Cross 

The animal sacrificial system (sin offering, 

burnt offering, peace offering, trespass 

offering, etc.) 

Fulfilled in Christ's once-for-all sacrifice. No 

further animal sacrifice for sin. The Lord 

Jesus is the Lamb. 

The Levitical priesthood (Aaron, his sons, the 

ordination, the priestly garments, the daily 

service) 

Fulfilled in Christ's high-priestly ministry. 

The priesthood has been transferred to 

Melchizedek's order in Christ; the believer is 

a priest by union with the High Priest (1 

Peter 2:5, 9). 

The earthly tabernacle and temple structure Fulfilled in Christ's body and the body of 

believers. The believer's body is the temple of 

the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:19); the ekklesia is 

the temple corporately (Eph 2:19–22). 

The temple-tax, firstfruits-to-the-temple, 

and similar tribute structures 

Fulfilled / inapplicable in their original form, 

since the earthly temple no longer stands. 

The principles (financial honor of the Lord's 

work, firstfruits-giving) carry forward. 

The priestly cleanness boundaries (touching 

the dead, leprosy quarantines, ritual 

purification) 

Fulfilled in Christ's cleansing of the leper, 

His touching of the dead, His establishing of 

cleanness from within rather than from 

without (Mark 7:14–23). 

The dietary boundaries — wisdom-of-the-

body dimension 

Stands. The Father's instructions on what is 

fit for the body He created remain wisdom. 

Acts 15 reaffirms abstention from blood. The 

body is the temple of the Holy Spirit; what 

defiles the body matters. 

The dietary boundaries — Israel-distinction 

dimension 

Inapplicable in its original form, since the 

wall between Jew and Gentile has been 
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Mosaic System Status After the Cross 

broken down in the ekklesia (Eph 2:14). The 

wisdom dimension remains. 

The appointed times — sacrificial dimension Fulfilled in Christ. No further temple 

offerings on Passover, Shavuot, Yom Kippur, 

etc. 

The appointed times — covenantal-calendar 

dimension 

Stands. The Father's calendar is the Father's. 

The apostolic body kept the feasts for 

decades after the cross. (See White Paper No. 

7.) 

The Sabbath as creation ordinance Stands. Made for man (Mark 2:27), before 

Sinai (Gen 2:1–3), kept by the apostolic 

body. 

The civil-penalty structure of theocratic 

Israel (stoning, civil banishment, etc.) 

Inapplicable in its original form, since the 

theocratic context no longer exists. The 

principles (the seriousness of sin, the 

protection of the community, the gravity of 

justice) remain. 

The agricultural Sabbath-year and Jubilee 

patterns 

Inapplicable in their original tribal-land 

form. The principles (land must rest, debt 

must be released, the poor must not be 

permanently impoverished) remain wisdom 

for any agricultural and economic order. 

The moral commands (Decalogue, Leviticus 

18–20, Deuteronomy 6–11, etc.) 

Stand in full force. The Spirit writes these on 

the heart of the believer. These are what the 

believer already keeps in substance. 

The ethical-social commands (treatment of 

the poor, the foreigner, the worker, the 

widow, the orphan) 

Stand in full force. The Spirit produces these 

in the believer; the New Testament 

repeatedly reaffirms them. 

The honest-weights, no-bribes, just-courts 

commands 

Stand in full force. The Father's commitment 

to justice in commerce and court does not 

change. 

The reader who walks down this table will find that the categories collapsing under examination 

are precisely the categories the inherited reflex has assumed were the whole of the Law. The 

sacrificial system is fulfilled — but the sacrificial system is one specific dimension of the Mosaic 
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apparatus, not the whole. The cleanness-protocol dimension of the dietary laws is fulfilled — but 

the wisdom-of-the-body dimension stands. The civil-penalty structure of theocratic Israel is 

inapplicable — but the principles enshrined in the penalties stand. The vast majority of the 

commands of the Mosaic Law fall into the lower half of the table — the stands in full force portion 

— and the upper half is genuinely fulfilled in Christ in ways that have been carefully developed in 

the apostolic letters. The institute's account is not a blanket continuation of every Mosaic 

command in its original form. The institute's account is the apostolic account: Christ has fulfilled 

what He has fulfilled; the rest remains the wisdom of the King for the protection and flourishing 

of His people, and the Spirit writes it on the heart. 

6.4 The Living-Body Test 

A practical test the institute commends to the saint who is examining a particular Mosaic 

command in his own conscience is the living-body test. The test consists of four questions, asked 

in order. First, has the New Testament explicitly fulfilled this command in Christ? If yes — as with 

the animal sacrifices, the Levitical priesthood, the temple garments — the form is fulfilled and the 

substance remains in Christ. Second, does this command operate in a theocratic-Israel context 

that no longer exists? If yes — as with the civil penalties of stoning for certain offenses, the tribal 

land allotments, the king's specific obligations — the form is inapplicable but the principles often 

remain. Third, is this command morally rooted in the unchanging character of God and the 

created order? If yes — as with the prohibition on murder, theft, adultery, idolatry, sexual 

immorality — the command stands in full force, and the Spirit writes it on the heart. Fourth, is 

this command the Father's wisdom for the protection, blessing, or flourishing of His people in a 

way that the New Testament does not retire? If yes — as with the dietary instructions in their 

wisdom dimension, the agricultural rest, the just weights, the care for the poor, the Sabbath — the 

command stands as ongoing wisdom, kept not for justification but for the saint's good. The four 

questions, asked honestly of any command, produce in most cases a clear answer. The saint who 

applies the test in fellowship with the Spirit and the body will find his conscience clarified rather 

than confused. 

The cross fulfilled what the cross fulfilled. The animal sacrifices, the 

Levitical priesthood, the earthly temple — these have ended in Him. The 

rest of the Mosaic apparatus, in its moral, ethical, wisdom, calendrical, 

and agricultural dimensions, has not been retired. The believer keeps the 

moral commands because the Spirit has written them on his heart. The 

believer recovers the wisdom commands because the Father's wisdom does 

not expire. The believer honors the calendar commands because the 

Father's appointed times are the Father's. The discriminating eye 

distinguishes what Christ has fulfilled from what stands forever. The 

undiscriminating eye throws out both together — and loses both. 
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PART II 

THE DRIFT 

7. The Mainstream Evangelical Misreading of Paul 

The single greatest obstacle to the recovery of the Law in the Western body is not the Lord Jesus, 

who is unambiguous in His support of the Father's instructions. It is the apostle Paul, or more 

precisely it is what an inherited tradition has done with three or four passages from Paul's letters, 

taken out of their argumentative context, weaponized into proof-texts for a doctrine Paul did not 

teach. The institute takes up Paul directly in this section because the Pauline question must be 

settled before the rest of the paper can land. The faithful reader who has followed the argument 

through Part I will at some point have asked: but what about Romans 6? what about Galatians? 

what about Colossians 2? The questions are fair. The institute will answer them at length, in the 

order the inherited tradition raises them. 

The institute approaches Paul with one governing principle. Paul did not contradict the Lord 

Jesus, the apostolic council at Jerusalem, his own practice, or the prophetic promise of Jeremiah 

31. Any reading of Paul that produces a Paul who contradicts the Lord, the apostles, his own walk, 

or the prophets is a reading of Paul that has gone wrong. The institute commends the principle of 

unified apostolic witness — the New Testament, including all of Paul's letters, must be read as one 

coherent body of teaching, in which apparent tensions must be resolved by finding the integrating 

frame that makes all the witnesses consistent rather than by selecting one text to override the rest. 

Applied to the question of the Law, this means that Paul's apparent against the law statements 

must be read in a way that accommodates Paul's apparent for the law statements, of which there 

are many. The institute takes the apparent tensions seriously, finds the integrating frame, and 

demonstrates that Paul is consistent both with himself and with the Lord and the other apostles. 

7.1 The Integrating Frame: Paul Against the Law as Justification, 
For the Law as Wisdom 

The integrating frame, named once in Section 1.3 and now developed at length, is the distinction 

between Torah-as-justification and Torah-as-wisdom. Paul writes against the first relentlessly 

across the letters to the Romans, the Galatians, and the Philippians. Paul does not write against 

the second anywhere. He cannot, because he himself walked according to the Torah throughout 

his apostolic ministry, taught it as wisdom, and cited it as authoritative. The two functions are 

categorically distinct, and Paul's polemic against the first is not a polemic against the second. The 

reader who carries this distinction through every Pauline passage on the Law will find that Paul 

is entirely consistent. The reader who collapses the distinction will find a Paul who contradicts 

himself, the Lord, and his own practice — and will, in good faith, side with whichever Pauline 

passage he was most recently taught. 
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The technical name for the Torah-as-justification doctrine Paul opposes is Judaizing — the 

teaching that Gentile believers must take on the boundary markers of Mosaic identity 

(circumcision, dietary boundaries in their Israel-distinction dimension, the calendrical 

observances as marks of Jewish ethnicity) as the condition of their justification or their full 

standing in the covenant. Paul opposed this teaching with everything he had, because the gospel 

had broken down the wall between Jew and Gentile and had received both, on equal terms, by 

faith in the Messiah, apart from the works of the Law. Where Paul writes "you are not under law 

but under grace" and "a man is not justified by the works of the law" and "if righteousness comes 

through the law, then Christ died in vain," he is writing against the Judaizing teaching that the 

works of the Law are the basis of the believer's standing before God. He is not writing against the 

Father's instructions as wisdom for the saint who has already been justified. The two are different 

conversations, and Paul moves between them without confusion — but the inherited tradition has 

read the polemic against Judaizing as a polemic against the Mosaic Law itself, and the misreading 

has produced the entire modern evangelical reflex. 

The institute now takes up the major Pauline passages directly, in the order the inherited tradition 

cites them. 

7.2 Romans 6:14 — "You Are Not Under Law but Under Grace" 

The verse that has done more damage to the Western body's relationship with the Mosaic Law 

than perhaps any other single text reads as follows in its immediate context. 

"For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under 

grace. What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? 

Certainly not! Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to 

obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, 

or of obedience leading to righteousness?" — Romans 6:14–16, NKJV 

The inherited reading lifts verse 14 from its context and treats it as a freestanding declaration that 

the Mosaic Law has been retired for the believer. The reading collapses on contact with the 

surrounding verses. Paul, in the very next sentence, anticipates exactly the reading he is not 

making. "What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace?" If Paul had 

meant the Mosaic Law is abolished for the believer, he would have answered the rhetorical 

question by saying yes, you may now sin freely because the Law is gone. He answers in the exact 

opposite direction. Certainly not! The believer cannot sin freely; the believer is now a slave to 

obedience leading to righteousness. The contrast Paul is drawing is not Law versus no Law. The 

contrast is Law-as-dominator versus grace-as-empowerer. The reader is being told that sin will 

not dominate the believer, because the believer is no longer under the Law's condemning regime 

(which produced the helpless cycle of Romans 7) but is now under grace's empowering regime 

(which produces the obedience of Romans 8). 

The argumentative shape of Romans 6 through 8 is critical. Romans 6 establishes that the believer 

has died with Christ to sin and is now alive to God; Romans 7 establishes the futility of trying to 
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keep the Law in the flesh, in which sin used the commandment to produce death; Romans 8 

establishes that the Spirit now produces in the believer the righteous requirement of the Law 

(Romans 8:4), which the believer could not produce in the flesh. The argument is not the Law is 

gone. The argument is the Law was always good and holy and spiritual (Romans 7:12, 14), but no 

one could keep it in the flesh (Romans 7:18), so the Spirit has been given to produce its righteous 

requirement in the believer (Romans 8:4). The Law's content stands across the entire argument. 

What has changed is the operational structure by which the believer relates to it. Under the Mosaic 

system, the Law was external, the flesh was alone, and sin won. Under the new covenant, the Spirit 

is internal, the indwelt heart is empowered, and the Law's righteous requirement is fulfilled — in 

us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. The believer is not free from 

the Law's righteous requirement. The believer is free to keep the Law's righteous requirement by 

the Spirit, having been delivered from the Law's condemning function by the cross. 

"For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by 

sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He 

condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law might be 

fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit." 

— Romans 8:3–4, NKJV 

The plain reading of this passage is that the Law's righteous requirement is fulfilled in the believer 

— by the Spirit, in those who walk according to the Spirit. Paul is not saying the Law is gone. Paul 

is saying the Law is now being kept in the believer by the operation of the Spirit. The Law's 

condemning function has ended for the believer who is in Christ (Romans 8:1); the Law's content 

— its righteous requirement — is now being produced in the believer by the indwelling Spirit. The 

two functions are distinct, and Paul keeps them distinct. The inherited reading has collapsed them 

and has, in the collapse, read Paul against himself. 

Romans 6:14 says the Law's condemning regime no longer dominates the 

believer, because grace has taken over the operational structure. It does 

not say the Law's content has been retired. Paul says the opposite in the 

same letter four chapters later: the righteous requirement of the Law is 

fulfilled in those who walk according to the Spirit. The Law was always 

good. No one could keep it in the flesh. The Spirit has been given to produce 

its keeping. That is Paul's actual argument across Romans 6 through 8. 

7.3 The Letter to the Galatians 

The letter to the Galatians is the document the inherited tradition most often cites as proof of the 

abolition of the Mosaic Law. The reading is wrong, and the reading collapses the moment the 

letter is read for its actual occasion. Paul wrote Galatians to address a specific crisis: a group of 

Jewish-Christian teachers (the Judaizers) had arrived in the Galatian churches and were teaching 

the Gentile believers that they must be circumcised and take on the full boundary-marker 

apparatus of Jewish identity in order to be fully justified, fully accepted, and fully part of the 
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people of God. The Judaizers were teaching, in operational terms, that the works of the Mosaic 

Law were the basis of Gentile inclusion in the covenant. Paul wrote Galatians to refute this 

teaching with every theological resource available to him. The letter is not a treatise on the 

abolition of the Mosaic Law. It is a polemic against the doctrine that the Mosaic Law is the basis 

of justification. The two are entirely different subjects, and conflating them produces a Paul who 

contradicts every other thing he ever said or did. 

The clearest evidence that this is the letter's occasion is in chapter 5, where Paul names the specific 

Judaizing demand he is refuting. 

"Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you become circumcised, Christ will profit you 

nothing. And I testify again to every man who becomes circumcised that he is a 

debtor to keep the whole law. You have become estranged from Christ, you who 

attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace." — Galatians 5:2–4, 

NKJV 

The phrase Paul uses is precise. "You who attempt to be justified by law." The polemic is against 

the attempt to be justified by the Law. Paul is not saying that the Law has no further place in the 

believer's life; he is saying that the Law cannot be the basis of the believer's justification. The 

Galatian Gentiles had begun to accept circumcision as the boundary-marker of their inclusion in 

the covenant — as the condition of their justification — and Paul names this attempt as a fall from 

grace. The fall is not the keeping of the Mosaic Law as wisdom. The fall is the attempt to be 

justified by it. The two are categorically distinct, and Paul's polemic is precise. 

Three additional observations confirm the reading. First, in the same letter, Paul ends with a 

moral imperative drawn directly from the Mosaic Law: "For all the law is fulfilled in one word, 

even in this: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself'" (Galatians 5:14, NKJV). Paul cites Leviticus 

19:18 as the summary of the whole law and treats the keeping of the whole law as the believer's 

actual practice — produced not by the flesh's striving but by walking in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16). 

The letter that the inherited tradition treats as abolishing the Law itself names love-of-neighbor 

as the fulfillment of the whole Law and calls the believer to that fulfillment by the Spirit. Paul is 

consistent. The inherited reading is not. 

Second, Paul's argument in Galatians 3 about the Law as a tutor to bring us to Christ (Galatians 

3:24) is regularly misread as if Paul were saying the tutor's job is now over and the tutor may be 

dismissed. The Greek is paidagōgos — a household servant who supervised the education and 

conduct of a freeborn child until the child reached the age of inheritance. The paidagōgos did not 

teach the child a different set of values from the adult life the child was being prepared for. The 

paidagōgos enforced the same values externally that the adult son would internalize. When the 

son reached his inheritance, he did not abandon what the paidagōgos had taught him. He carried 

it into adult life, no longer needing the external enforcement because he had internalized the 

substance. Paul's analogy is precise. The Law as paidagōgos externally enforced the Father's 

instructions in the era before Christ. With the coming of Christ and the giving of the Spirit, the 

external enforcement is no longer needed in the same way, because the Spirit has internalized the 
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same instructions. The son does not abandon what the paidagōgos taught him. He has 

internalized it. The analogy reinforces the institute's reading. Paul is not abolishing the Law. Paul 

is naming the change of operational structure — from external supervision to internal indwelling 

— exactly as Jeremiah and Ezekiel promised. 

Third, Paul's own behavior after writing Galatians settles the question. Paul, after writing the most 

strenuous letter against the Judaizing imposition of the Law on Gentile believers, then went to 

Jerusalem and took a Nazirite vow in the temple to demonstrate publicly that he was himself 

walking kata ton nomon — according to the Law (Acts 21:20–26). The institute takes this up at 

length in the next subsection. The point here is simply that if Paul had taught the abolition of the 

Law as wisdom, he could not consistently have taken a Nazirite vow in the Mosaic system several 

years after writing Galatians. He did. He was not contradicting himself. He was operating 

consistently within the distinction the institute has named: against the Law as the basis of 

justification, for the Law as the wisdom and practice of the saint who has already been justified. 

The letter to the Galatians is a polemic against Judaizing — the teaching 

that the works of the Mosaic Law are the basis of the believer's 

justification. It is not a treatise on the abolition of the Law as wisdom. Paul 

ends the very same letter by citing Leviticus 19:18 as the fulfillment of the 

whole Law and calling the believer to walk in it by the Spirit. The tutor-

analogy does not retire the tutor's content; it names the change of 

operational structure as the son matures. The same Paul, after writing 

Galatians, took a Nazirite vow in the temple in Acts 21. The inherited 

reading of Galatians has misread Paul's polemic as if it were Paul's 

metaphysics. 

7.4 Colossians 2:16–17 

The third major Pauline passage cited as evidence for the abolition of the Law is from the letter to 

the Colossians. 

"So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new 

moon or sabbaths, which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of 

Christ." — Colossians 2:16–17, NKJV 

The inherited reading takes this verse as Paul's declaration that the dietary laws, the appointed 

times, and the Sabbath are now optional matters of personal preference — let no one judge you 

meaning you are free to eat and drink as you wish and to observe or ignore the calendar as you 

wish. The reading is exactly backward of what Paul is actually saying, and the backward reading 

has produced enormous confusion. The institute restores the plain reading. 

The crucial question is: who was judging whom in Colossae, and over what? The letter to the 

Colossians is written to a body in which a syncretistic teaching (containing elements of early 



ANCIENT PATHS INSTITUTE • White Paper No. 10 • The Law of Moses According to Jesus 

Ancient Paths Institute   —   Page 42 
NOW IS THE TIME. THE TIME IS NOW.  sin²t + cos²t = 1 

Public Domain | No Rights Reserved 

Gnosticism, ascetic mystery-religion, and possibly Jewish ascetic strands) was pressing on the 

believers. The teaching was characterized by ascetic abstention from food and drink, by mystical 

visions, by angel-worship, and by judgmental imposition of these ascetic practices on the body. 

Paul is writing to defend the Colossian believers against this judgmental imposition. He is not 

saying you may now eat and drink and ignore the calendar as you wish. He is saying do not let 

these ascetic syncretists judge you for your eating and drinking and your observance of the 

appointed times. The verse defends the believers who were keeping the Father's instructions 

against the ascetic syncretists who were judging them for not abstaining further. The direction of 

the polemic is the reverse of the inherited reading. 

The clarifying evidence is in Colossians 2:21–23, where Paul names the ascetic teaching he is 

opposing. "Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle," Paul writes, characterizing the syncretist 

teaching — "which all concern things which perish with the using — according to the 

commandments and doctrines of men… in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the 

body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh." The teaching Paul opposes is not 

Mosaic Torah-keeping. The teaching Paul opposes is self-imposed religion characterized by 

ascetic abstentions that go beyond what the Father had commanded. Paul is defending the 

Colossians against ascetic syncretists who were judging them for eating and drinking what the 

Father had given and for keeping the festivals and Sabbaths the Father had appointed. The verse 

is not a license to abandon the Father's instructions. The verse is a defense of the saint who is 

keeping them against the syncretists who would judge him for not abstaining further. 

This reading is confirmed by the clause Paul attaches: "which are a shadow of things to come, but 

the substance is of Christ." The shadow language is often misread as if Paul were saying the 

festivals and Sabbaths are merely shadows that have been retired now that the substance has 

arrived. The reading does not survive examination. A shadow indicates the presence of the object 

that casts it; a shadow is the visible witness that the substance is real. The festivals and Sabbaths 

are shadows that cast their light forward to Christ — they are the visible witness to the substance 

the Father has been preparing across redemptive history. Paul is not saying the shadow is now 

obsolete because the substance has come. He is saying the shadow points to the substance, and 

the substance is Christ. The keeping of the shadow honors the substance. The believer who keeps 

the appointed times keeps them precisely because Christ is the substance to which they point — 

the Passover Lamb fulfilled at Passover, the Firstfruits at Firstfruits, the Spirit poured out at 

Shavuot, and the eschatological completions yet to come at the autumn feasts. The shadow does 

not retire when the substance arrives; the shadow gains its full meaning when the substance 

arrives, because the saint can now see what the shadow was pointing to all along. (White Paper 

No. 7 develops this at length and is the canonical reference.) 

7.5 The Verse the Modern Reading Drops: Acts 15:21 

The most decisive single piece of evidence on the question is from the Jerusalem Council in Acts 

15. The Council is regularly cited as the moment when the apostolic body relieved Gentile believers 

of the Mosaic Law and reduced their obligations to four basic prohibitions. The reading drops 
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verse 21, the verse that immediately follows the apostolic decree, and the verse that explodes the 

entire reduction-reading. 

The Council was convened to address a Judaizing controversy: certain men from Judea had come 

to Antioch teaching that "unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you 

cannot be saved" (Acts 15:1). The controversy was therefore not about whether Gentile believers 

should learn or keep the Torah. The controversy was about whether circumcision and full Mosaic 

identity were required for salvation. The Council ruled, under the leadership of James, that they 

were not. Salvation is by grace through faith, not by the works of the Law (a doctrine Paul had 

been teaching consistently from the start, and which the Council confirmed). The Council then 

issued four specific prohibitions to be communicated to the Gentile churches: 

"For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater 

burden than these necessary things: that you abstain from things offered to 

idols, from blood, from things strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you 

keep yourselves from these, you will do well." — Acts 15:28–29, NKJV 

The inherited reading treats these four prohibitions as the whole of what Gentile believers were 

required to keep. The rest of the Mosaic Law, in this reading, was set aside for Gentiles. The 

reading collapses on the very next verse — the verse the inherited reading systematically skips 

over without comment. 

"For Moses has had throughout many generations those who preach him in 

every city, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath." — Acts 15:21, NKJV 

This verse is not an afterthought. It is the assumption underneath the entire decree. James is 

naming why the four prohibitions are the immediate necessary things — and why the rest of the 

Torah did not need to be enumerated in the Council's letter. Because Moses is being preached 

every Sabbath in every city. The Gentile believers were entering an apostolic community in which 

the Torah was read aloud, in the synagogues, every week, generation after generation. The Gentile 

believer who joined the apostolic ekklesia was going to be hearing Moses regularly. He was going 

to learn the Torah in due course, in the ordinary catechetical operation of the body. The four 

prohibitions were not the ceiling of his obedience. They were the floor — the four most urgent 

prohibitions to apply immediately, the four pagan practices most likely to defile a new Gentile 

convert in the moment of his entry into the body. The rest of the Father's instructions would be 

learned, in the ordinary way, every Sabbath, in the city where he lived. 

The implication of verse 21 is structural. The apostolic body assumed lifelong catechesis in the 

Torah for every believer entering the ekklesia. The four prohibitions were the urgent entry 

conditions, not the maximum extent of Gentile obedience. The modern evangelical reading has 

inverted this — treating the four prohibitions as the maximum and ignoring the assumption 

underneath them. The inversion has produced the entire modern doctrine of the Gentile believer's 

exemption from the Torah. The text does not support the doctrine. The text supports the exact 

opposite. The Gentile believer was expected to learn the Father's instructions, week by week, in 
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the ordinary catechetical rhythm of the apostolic body. The four prohibitions were the immediate 

priorities, given because new Gentile converts coming out of pagan culture would not yet have 

had time to learn the rest. 

The institute commends to the reader a simple exercise. Read Acts 15:1–35 from start to finish in 

one sitting. Note where the inherited reading typically stops citing the chapter — usually verse 29, 

occasionally verse 20. Note that verse 21 immediately follows. Note that verse 21 has been, in your 

reading life, almost certainly never the subject of a sermon. The verse that ends the debate has 

been quietly dropped from the conversation for centuries. The institute is restoring it. 

The Jerusalem Council did not abolish the Torah for Gentile believers. It 

named four urgent entry prohibitions, given because the rest of the 

Father's instructions would be heard every Sabbath in the synagogue, in 

the ordinary catechetical operation of the apostolic body. The Gentile 

believer was expected to learn Moses across his lifetime. Acts 15:21 is the 

assumption underneath the entire decree. The inherited reading has 

dropped the verse. The verse has been there all along. 

7.6 Paul in the Temple: Acts 21:20–26 

The most direct evidence on Paul's own practice — and the death-blow to the reading of Paul as 

the abolisher of the Torah — comes from his return to Jerusalem near the end of the book of Acts. 

James and the elders of the Jerusalem ekklesia met him with a specific concern. Rumors had been 

circulating among the many thousands of Jewish believers in Jerusalem that Paul had been 

teaching the Jews of the Diaspora to forsake Moses and to abandon Torah-keeping. James and 

the elders proposed a public demonstration that would put the rumors to rest. 

"You see, brother, how many myriads of Jews there are who have believed, and 

they are all zealous for the law; but they have been informed about you that you 

teach all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that 

they ought not to circumcise their children nor to walk according to the 

customs. What then? The assembly must certainly meet, for they will hear that 

you have come. Therefore do what we tell you: We have four men who have 

taken a vow. Take them and be purified with them, and pay their expenses so 

that they may shave their heads, and that all may know that those things of 

which they were informed concerning you are nothing, but that you yourself 

also walk orderly and keep the law." — Acts 21:20–24, NKJV 

The text is direct. The Jerusalem elders ask Paul to participate publicly in a Nazirite-vow 

purification ritual at the temple specifically to demonstrate that "you yourself also walk orderly 

and keep the law." The Greek is kai autos stoicheis phulassōn ton nomon — you yourself also walk 

in step, keeping the law. The elders' assumption is that Paul is a Torah-keeper. The rumors that 

Paul has been teaching Jews to abandon Moses are false. The institute notes that the elders' 
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assumption is itself authoritative apostolic testimony. James, the brother of the Lord and the 

recognized lead of the Jerusalem ekklesia, together with the entire eldership of the mother church, 

says that Paul walks orderly and keeps the law. The text says Paul accepted the proposal. "Then 

Paul took the men, and the next day, having been purified with them, entered the temple to 

announce the expiration of the days of purification, at which time an offering should be made for 

each one of them" (Acts 21:26, NKJV). 

The institute names the implications of this passage directly because they are decisive. First, Paul, 

after writing every letter against the Judaizing imposition of the Law as the basis of justification, 

was himself a Torah-keeper. The Jerusalem elders confirmed it. Paul confirmed it by 

participating. There is no contradiction; the integrating frame the institute has named is exactly 

the frame Paul himself operated within. Against the Law as justification, for the Law as the saint's 

walk. Second, Paul not only kept the Torah personally but participated in a temple sacrifice — the 

Nazirite-vow offering required animal sacrifice (Numbers 6:13–21) — long after the cross. The 

sacrificial offering Paul paid for and participated in did not contradict the once-for-all sacrifice of 

Christ in his own theology; he must have understood it as a memorial or commemorative offering 

rather than as a sin-atoning sacrifice, but the point for the present argument is that Paul did not 

regard temple participation as forbidden to him as a follower of the Messiah. Third, and most 

importantly for the modern reader, the rumor that Paul taught Diaspora Jews to abandon Moses 

was false. The Jerusalem leadership knew it was false. Paul knew it was false. Paul cooperated in 

a public action to demonstrate that it was false. The rumor that the modern evangelical reading 

has, in effect, repeated for centuries — that Paul taught the abolition of the Torah — is the same 

rumor the Jerusalem elders identified as false in Acts 21. The institute restores the apostolic 

testimony against the inherited rumor. 

The Jerusalem elders, with the apostolic authority of James the brother of 

the Lord, said of Paul: "you yourself also walk orderly and keep the law." 

Paul accepted the description. Paul participated in a temple Nazirite-vow 

purification to demonstrate it. The rumor that Paul taught the abolition of 

the Torah was false in Acts 21, and it is false today. The integrating frame 

holds: Paul against Torah-as-justification, Paul for Torah-as-wisdom. He 

himself walked it. 

8. The Hebrew Roots Overcorrection 

The mainstream evangelical reflex against the Mosaic Law has produced, in reaction, an opposite 

drift that the institute must name with equal honesty. Across the last fifty years, particularly in 

North America, a movement variously called Hebrew Roots, Messianic Gentile, Two-House, 

Sacred Name, or by other related labels has gathered around the recovery of the Torah for Gentile 

believers. The movement is not monolithic; it contains streams that have differed substantially in 

their teaching, their rigor, and their faithfulness to the apostolic witness. The institute does not 



ANCIENT PATHS INSTITUTE • White Paper No. 10 • The Law of Moses According to Jesus 

Ancient Paths Institute   —   Page 46 
NOW IS THE TIME. THE TIME IS NOW.  sin²t + cos²t = 1 

Public Domain | No Rights Reserved 

lump every congregation that has recovered the Father's calendar or the Father's dietary 

instructions into a single category. There are, in the broader Hebrew Roots ecology, faithful saints 

walking carefully in what the Spirit has been recovering. The institute honors them. The institute 

also names, with the same honesty, the drift that has occurred in significant portions of the 

movement and that has, over time, produced patterns the apostolic body would not recognize. 

The institute names the drift not to attack the movement's sincere participants but to clarify, for 

the saint coming out of mainstream evangelicalism, the difference between the institute's position 

and the patterns he may encounter in Hebrew Roots circles. The two are not the same. The 

institute commends the recovery of the Father's instructions as wisdom written on the heart by 

the Spirit. The institute does not commend the patterns named below. The reader who is 

approaching the recovery of the Torah for the first time deserves to know what the failure modes 

are. 

8.1 The Pattern: Hungry Saints, Failed Churches 

The Hebrew Roots movement did not arise in a vacuum. It arose in the predictable shape of an 

overcorrection — a response to a real failure of the mainstream evangelical body to take the 

Father's instructions seriously. Saints who had been told, week after week, that the Old Testament 

was a historical document we no longer follow, that the dietary laws were a Jewish thing, that the 

appointed times were not for us, that the Sabbath was a Saturday-or-Sunday-doesn't-matter 

matter, that the Father's instructions had been abolished at the cross, began to open their Bibles 

and see what was actually there. They saw the appointed times in Leviticus 23. They saw the 

Sabbath in Genesis 2. They saw the dietary instructions in Leviticus 11. They saw the agricultural 

wisdom in Leviticus 25. They saw the moral commands the Spirit had already written on their 

hearts. They saw Acts 15:21. They saw Acts 21:20–26. They saw the Lord Jesus keeping the feasts. 

They saw Paul keeping the Nazirite vow. And they asked, of the teaching tradition that had told 

them all of this was retired, a question the tradition could not honestly answer. 

The hunger that produced the Hebrew Roots movement is genuine. The hunger is the work of the 

Spirit. The hunger is the saint discovering that the inherited teaching has been quietly stealing 

from him an inheritance the apostolic body never abolished. The institute honors the hunger and 

the saints in whom the hunger has awakened. The drift the institute names below is not a critique 

of the hunger. It is a critique of the direction in which the hunger has, in some cases, been allowed 

to flow. The drift occurs not in the discovery of the Torah but in the failure to keep the discovery 

within the apostolic frame. 

8.2 When Torah Gets Louder Than Jesus 

The first and most diagnostic failure mode is the gradual displacement of the centrality of the 

Lord Jesus in the saint's spoken and devotional vocabulary by the centrality of the Torah. In a 

healthy apostolic body, the Lord Jesus is named more frequently than any subject; the body 

speaks of Him, sings to Him, prays in His name, and centers every gathering on Him. The Torah 
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is taken up as the body's wisdom, the Spirit's writing on the heart, the Father's instructions for 

the flourishing of the saint who has been joined to the Messiah. The Lord remains the center; the 

Torah is the wisdom He has given. 

In significant portions of the Hebrew Roots ecology, the proportion gradually inverts. The saint 

begins to speak of Torah more often than he speaks of Jesus. He begins to evaluate other believers 

by their level of Torah-observance rather than by their love for the Messiah. He begins to find that 

his weekly gathering centers more on the parashah (the weekly Torah reading) than on the gospel. 

He begins to use Hebrew terms — Yeshua rather than Jesus, Yahweh rather than the LORD, 

kashrut rather than dietary instructions — at a frequency that, over time, signals an identity-

marker shift rather than a faithful linguistic recovery. The shift is gradual. It is rarely deliberate. 

It is almost always sincere. And it is the structural drift the institute names because it is the exact 

inversion the Lord Jesus would not recognize. The Lord did not come to make Himself a footnote 

to the Torah. The Torah was given to point to Him. When the body inverts the order — Torah at 

the center, Jesus as a category within Torah-observance — the body has reproduced the Pharisaic 

failure mode the Lord Himself confronted. 

The institute commends to the saint coming out of mainstream evangelicalism and toward the 

recovery of the Torah a simple discipline. Count, over a week, how often you say "Jesus" and how 

often you say "Torah." If Torah is winning, the saint has drifted past the apostolic center. The 

recovery of the Father's instructions is part of being conformed to the image of the Son. It is not 

the substitution of an Old Testament category for the Son. 

8.3 Rabbinic Tradition Is Not Scripture 

The second failure mode is the gradual adoption of extra-biblical rabbinic tradition as if it were 

Scripture. The Hebrew Roots saint, having recovered the appointed times, sometimes adopts the 

rabbinic prayers, the rabbinic blessings, the rabbinic interpretations of how the festivals are 

observed in the post-temple period, and the rabbinic liturgies that have developed in Judaism 

across the two thousand years of the diaspora. Some of these traditions are beautiful and contain 

genuine wisdom. Many were developed by faithful Jewish scholars wrestling honestly with how 

the Father's instructions could be kept after the destruction of the temple. The institute does not 

dismiss them. The institute names the boundary the saint must respect: rabbinic tradition is not 

Scripture. The traditions are human applications of Scripture; they are not the inspired text. The 

saint who adopts them as if they were inspired has imported a new tradition into the body's 

authority structure, and the new tradition will, in time, produce the same fence-around-the-Law 

dynamic the Lord Jesus opposed in the Pharisees. 

A specific instance illustrates the principle. The Father's instruction in Exodus 23:19 and 34:26 

reads, "You shall not boil a young goat in its mother's milk." The rabbinic tradition, beginning 

sometime in the post-temple period, expanded this single instruction into the extensive kashrut 

dietary separation of meat and dairy in the Jewish kitchen — separate dishes, separate utensils, 

separate refrigerators in modern Orthodox practice, waiting hours between eating dairy and meat. 
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The original instruction is brief; the rabbinic expansion is extensive. The institute does not 

commend the rabbinic expansion as the Father's instruction. The institute commends the Father's 

instruction as the Father's instruction. The saint who, in his recovery of the Torah, takes on the 

kashrut expansion as if it were the Father's instruction has taken on a hedge around the Law that 

the Lord Jesus would have named in the same way He named the Pharisaic hedges. The hedge is 

not the Father's instruction. The hedge is the rabbis' wisdom. The wisdom may be useful; it is not 

Scripture; it must not become Scripture in the conscience of the saint. 

8.4 The Gentile Costume Problem 

The third failure mode is the most visible. Gentile believers in Hebrew Roots circles sometimes 

adopt, over time, the cultural costume of Orthodox Judaism — the tallit (prayer shawl) at every 

gathering, the tzitzit (knotted fringes) on the corners of garments, the kippah or yarmulke on the 

head, Hebrew-language elements imported into prayers and worship, sometimes even the 

adoption of Hebrew names by Gentiles who were born with English ones. The institute does not 

say each of these elements is inherently wrong; the tzitzit in particular is named in Numbers 15:38 

and could in principle be worn by a Gentile believer who understood its significance. The institute 

names rather the pattern — the gradual adoption of cultural Jewish identity-markers by Gentile 

believers who have not been called to the Jewish ethnic identity but who, in the recovery of the 

Torah, have confused Torah-keeping with becoming Jewish. The two are not the same. 

The apostolic body addressed this question directly at the Council of Jerusalem and answered it 

in the same passage we examined in Section 7.5. The Gentile believer is not required to become 

Jewish in his ethnic or cultural identity. He is grafted into the cultivated olive tree (Romans 11) 

and is a full citizen of the commonwealth of Israel (Ephesians 2:12–13) without ceasing to be a 

Gentile in his ethnic identity. He keeps the Father's instructions because the Spirit has written 

them on his heart — not because he has converted to Judaism. The wall between Jew and Gentile 

has been broken down in the ekklesia (Ephesians 2:14). It must not be rebuilt by Gentile believers 

who, in the sincerity of their hunger for the Father's instructions, mistake the cultural costume of 

one ethnic tradition for the substance of obedience to the King. The recovery of the Torah does 

not require the believer to begin looking and sounding like a member of a specific ethnic-cultural 

tradition. The recovery requires the believer to walk in the Father's instructions as a son of his 

King — in his own cultural skin, in his own language, in his own household. 

White Paper No. 9 has developed at length the institute's position on the covenant identity of 

believing Gentiles. The Gentile believer is fully Israel by faith — fully a citizen of the 

commonwealth, fully an heir of the promises, fully a partaker of the inheritance — without 

becoming Jewish in his ethnic identity. The institute commends that paper to the reader who is 

wrestling with the identity question raised by the recovery of the Torah. The reader who has read 

it will not be in danger of the Gentile-costume drift, because he will know that the Father's 

instructions belong to the one olive tree, not to one cultural branch. 
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The recovery of the Torah does not require the Gentile believer to become 

Jewish in his cultural identity. The Spirit has written the Father's 

instructions on his heart as a Gentile saint of the King, grafted into the 

cultivated olive. The cultural costume of Orthodox Judaism is not the 

substance of obedience. The substance of obedience is walking in the 

Father's instructions in the cultural skin the King has placed the believer 

in. The wall has been broken down. It must not be rebuilt under the name 

of Torah-keeping. 

8.5 The Two-House and Sacred-Name Streams 

The institute notes briefly two more specific streams within the Hebrew Roots ecology that the 

saint should approach with caution. The first is the Two-House teaching, which holds that the 

majority of Western Gentile Christians are in fact the descendants of the so-called Ten Lost Tribes 

of the northern kingdom of Israel, and that the recovery of the Torah is therefore the recovery of 

a lost ethnic-Israelite identity. The institute does not commend this teaching. The historical and 

genetic evidence for it is essentially nil; the theological motivation behind it appears to be the 

desire to establish a stronger claim to the Father's promises than the apostolic doctrine of 

grafting-in (Romans 11) provides. The apostolic doctrine is sufficient. The believing Gentile does 

not need a lost-tribe genealogy to claim the inheritance. He has it by faith, in Christ, fully and 

forever. (White Paper No. 9 develops this directly.) 

The second is the Sacred Name stream, which holds that the use of Jesus, Lord, God, or the 

English forms of the divine name is in some degree dishonoring, and that believers must use the 

Hebrew or Aramaic forms (Yeshua, Yahweh, Elohim) for the divine names to be properly honored. 

The institute does not commend this teaching either. The apostolic body, writing in Greek, used 

Iēsous and Kyrios without apparent concern that these Greek forms dishonored the Hebrew 

originals. The Father has received His own name in every language He has scattered His people 

into; the believer who insists on Hebrew transliterations as the only faithful forms has imposed a 

linguistic boundary the apostles did not impose. The faithful saint may, by personal devotion, use 

Hebrew forms — Yeshua is the same name as Jesus and carries genuine theological richness in its 

Hebrew form. The institute commends respect for both languages without binding the conscience 

of any believer to one form over the other. 

8.6 The Institute's Position Between Both Extremes 

The institute's position is named directly here so the reader does not confuse it with either 

extreme. The institute teaches the recovery of the Father's instructions as the wisdom of the King 

for the protection, blessing, and flourishing of His people; the institute teaches that the Spirit 

writes the same instructions on the heart of the believer that the Father wrote at Sinai; the 

institute teaches the keeping of the appointed times, the Sabbath, the dietary instructions in their 

wisdom dimension, the moral commands in full force, and the ethical-social-civic principles as 
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the visible shape of the King's love made portable; and the institute does not teach that any of this 

contributes to the believer's justification, requires the believer to adopt Jewish ethnic identity, 

requires the elevation of rabbinic tradition to scriptural authority, or shifts the center of the 

believer's devotion from the Lord Jesus to the Torah itself. 

The institute's position is neither the mainstream evangelical reflex (the Law is abolished) nor the 

Hebrew Roots overcorrection (Torah is the operative center of the believer's identity). The 

institute's position is the apostolic position. The Lord Jesus is the center. The Torah is the wisdom 

the Spirit writes on the heart of those who belong to Him. The two are not in tension; the Torah 

points to Him and produces in the saint the obedience that conforms him to His image. The 

believer who keeps the Father's instructions does so because the Spirit has written them on his 

heart in fulfillment of the New Covenant promise, not because Jewish cultural identity is the basis 

of his standing. The Lord is the center. The Torah is the wisdom. The Spirit is the writer. The 

believer is the inheritance. This is the apostolic frame. The institute stands within it and 

commends it to the reader. 

The institute teaches neither the mainstream reflex nor the Hebrew Roots 

overcorrection. The Lord Jesus is the center. The Torah is the wisdom the 

Spirit writes on the heart. The keeping of the Father's instructions is the 

obedient response of a heart on which grace has done its work, not the 

basis of justification, not the marker of Jewish ethnic identity, and not the 

substitute for the centrality of the King. The believer who carries this 

frame will recover the inheritance without falling off either side of the 

apostolic path. 

9. The Pork Question, the Dietary Laws, and the 
Agricultural Wisdom 

The Western Christian, when pressed on the question of the Mosaic Law, will go to one particular 

battleground before any other. He will go to pork. He may not have read Leviticus 18. He may 

never have considered the prohibition on bribes in Exodus 23. He may have no opinion on the 

Sabbath year for the land in Leviticus 25. But he has a strongly held position on pork, and he will 

defend it before any other element of the discussion has been raised. The pork question is rarely 

about pork. It is the cultural flashpoint where the modern Christian's stomach has become the 

visible site of his refusal to consider what the Father has actually instructed about the body He 

created. The institute names the pattern directly because the pattern is significant — and because 

the pattern, once named, opens the larger conversation about the Father's wisdom for the body, 

the land, and the economy of His people. 

9.1 What the Father Actually Said 
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The Father's dietary instructions are concentrated in Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy 14, with 

related instructions scattered throughout the Pentateuch. The instructions distinguish between 

clean and unclean animals across four general categories — land animals, sea creatures, birds, 

and insects — and prohibit the consumption of the unclean. The land-animal criteria are specific: 

clean land animals chew the cud and have a divided hoof; animals that lack either characteristic, 

or that have only one of the two, are unclean and not to be eaten. The pig is named explicitly in 

both Leviticus 11:7 and Deuteronomy 14:8: "The swine, though it divides the hoof, having cloven 

hooves, yet does not chew the cud, is unclean to you. Their flesh you shall not eat, and their 

carcasses you shall not touch." The instruction is plain. The pig has half of one criterion and none 

of the other; it is unclean; its flesh is not for the table of the Father's people. 

The Western Christian, reading these instructions for the first time without the inherited filter, 

will typically respond with one or more of the following objections. Peter's vision in Acts 10 

abolished this. Paul said let no one judge you regarding food. Jesus declared all foods clean. This 

was a ceremonial separation that ended at the cross. The body is a temple and the dietary laws 

were about Israel's ethnic identity. The institute will take up each of these in turn, but before doing 

so it must name what the Father actually said the instruction was for. 

9.2 The Father's Stated Purpose 

The Father did not give the dietary instructions arbitrarily or as a religious test. He gave them as 

a wisdom-for-the-body instruction connected to two stated purposes: the people's distinction 

from the surrounding nations (boundary-marker function) and the people's holiness in the body 

the Father had given (sanctification function). The two functions are named directly in the closing 

of Leviticus 11: 

"For I am the LORD your God. You shall therefore consecrate yourselves, and 

you shall be holy; for I am holy. Neither shall you defile yourselves with any 

creeping thing that creeps on the earth. For I am the LORD who brings you up 

out of the land of Egypt, to be your God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am 

holy." — Leviticus 11:44–45, NKJV 

The instruction is grounded in the holiness of the Father and the corresponding holiness required 

of the people who bear His name. The boundary-marker function (separating Israel from the 

surrounding nations) was significant in the ancient Near Eastern context. The sanctification 

function (the people's holiness in the body) is grounded in the unchanging holiness of the Father 

Himself and is not bounded by the ancient Near Eastern context. The two functions are related 

but distinct, and the institute distinguishes them in line with the categorical refinement from 

Section 6.3. The boundary-marker function, in its Israel-distinction dimension, has been 

substantially fulfilled in the apostolic body's reception of believing Gentiles into the one ekklesia; 

the sanctification function, in its wisdom-for-the-body dimension, has not been retired. The 

institute treats the wisdom dimension as the operative dimension for the believer today. 
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The wisdom dimension is precisely what the inherited reflex has refused to consider. The modern 

Christian will accept dietary instruction from a nutritionist, a cardiologist, a YouTube health 

channel, a popular book on intermittent fasting, a documentary on plant-based eating, or any 

other secular source he encounters. He will not consider that the Father — the One who designed 

the human body, who fashioned the digestive system, who knows in exhaustive detail the 

biochemistry of every food the human stomach can encounter — might know something about 

what is fit for the body He created. The contradiction is total. The Father's dietary instruction is 

treated as religious imposition; the YouTube nutritionist's instruction is treated as helpful 

wisdom. The category error is the same one named in Section 1.2. The wisdom is the same 

wisdom; the categories the inherited reflex has formed in the believer's mind have determined his 

response before the content is ever examined. 

9.3 Pork in Particular: What the Modern Evidence Confirms 

The institute will not commend the dietary instructions on the basis of modern empirical findings; 

the Father's instruction stands on the Father's authority, not on the latest nutritional science. The 

institute will, however, observe that the modern empirical evidence has, with substantial 

consistency, confirmed the wisdom of what the Father instructed. The pig is an omnivorous 

scavenger whose digestive system processes food in significantly less time than the digestive 

systems of clean ruminants; the result is that toxins and parasites that would be eliminated in the 

longer ruminant digestion are more often retained in pork tissue. The pig has been the historical 

primary vector for several parasitic and infectious diseases — trichinosis (Trichinella spiralis), 

various tapeworms (Taenia solium in particular), and several bacterial infections — that have 

caused significant human disease across history. Modern industrial pork production has reduced 

the parasite risk in developed countries through processing and freezing protocols, but the 

underlying biological reality of what the pig is and what it eats remains what it has always been. 

The pig is also commonly fed processed feed of varying quality and is routinely treated with 

antibiotics in industrial production; the cumulative load of pharmaceutical residue, hormones, 

and processed-feed inputs is real and is documented across the public-health literature. 

The institute does not commend the dietary instructions on this basis. The institute commends 

them on the Father's authority. The empirical observation is noted as one of many indications 

that the Father's instructions, when examined in their wisdom dimension, are not arbitrary 

religious imposition but the wisdom of the One who designed the body. Other cultures across 

history have arrived at the same dietary boundaries through independent observation — Muslim 

halal practice prohibits pork on similar grounds; many Buddhist and Hindu traditions prohibit it 

for distinct but overlapping reasons; certain Christian traditions, including portions of the 

Ethiopian and Coptic churches, have retained the dietary boundaries for many centuries on the 

strength of the apostolic witness. The institute does not collapse the Father's instruction into a 

generic dietary recommendation; the Father's authority is the basis. But the universal observation 

that the pig is not a wisely-eaten animal, arrived at by multiple cultures across history through 
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independent observation, is itself a confirming witness to what the Father told His people three 

and a half thousand years ago. 

The institute names the larger point. The Father is not arbitrary. The Father's instructions are the 

wisdom of the One who designed the bodies, the lands, the relationships, and the economies of 

His people. The believer who treats them as arbitrary religious imposition has not understood 

Whose instructions they are. The believer who receives them as the wisdom of the Designer 

receives them in the right category and walks in them as the inheritance the cross has opened. The 

recovery is not legalism. The recovery is the recognition that the Father's wisdom is wisdom — 

wisdom for the body, wisdom for the land, wisdom for the household, wisdom for the conscience. 

9.4 Peter's Vision in Acts 10 — Not About Food 

The most common objection raised against the continuing wisdom of the dietary instructions is 

Peter's vision in Acts 10:9–16, in which a sheet descends from heaven containing all kinds of 

animals and Peter is commanded to "rise, Peter; kill and eat." Peter protests that he has never 

eaten anything common or unclean; the voice replies, "What God has cleansed you must not call 

common." The inherited reading takes this as the apostolic declaration that all foods are now 

clean. 

The reading does not survive the text itself. Peter, in the very next verses, explicitly interprets the 

vision: it was not about food. It was about people. 

"Then he said to them, 'You know how unlawful it is for a Jewish man to keep 

company with or go to one of another nation. But God has shown me that I 

should not call any man common or unclean. Therefore I came without 

objection as soon as I was sent for.'" — Acts 10:28, NKJV 

Peter's interpretation is unambiguous. The vision was the Father's instruction to Peter that people 

— Gentile people — were not to be regarded as common or unclean. The vision was preparing 

Peter for his meeting with the household of Cornelius, a Roman centurion in whose home Peter 

was about to preach the gospel and witness the Spirit fall on Gentile believers. The institute does 

not need to argue the point at length; Peter himself argues it in the text. The vision was about 

people, not about food. The reading that takes it as a declaration on dietary law is reading against 

Peter's own interpretation of his own vision. 

A confirming observation: Peter, after the vision, did not begin eating pork. Years later, at the 

Council of Jerusalem and afterward, the apostolic body continued to operate within the Mosaic 

dietary categories — including the explicit retention of abstention from blood for Gentile believers 

in Acts 15:29. If Peter had understood the vision as abolishing the dietary instructions, he would 

have brought that understanding to the Council. He did not. He brought to the Council the 

testimony of what the Spirit had done in the Gentile household — the testimony the vision had 

been preparing him to deliver. The vision was about people. Peter said so. The institute reads what 

is written. 
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9.5 The Mark 7 / Matthew 15 Passage 

A second common objection cites the parenthetical note in Mark 7:19 — "thus purifying all foods" 

— as the Lord Jesus' declaration that the dietary instructions are abolished. The passage requires 

careful reading. The Lord is responding to the Pharisees' question about why His disciples eat 

without first performing the ritual handwashing the rabbinic tradition required. The 

handwashing in question is not the kind of hygiene-handwashing a modern person practices 

before eating; it was a specific ceremonial purification developed in the rabbinic tradition, 

requiring water to be poured over the hands in a particular ritual sequence, performed not for 

cleanliness but for ceremonial purity. The Lord responds that the Pharisees have substituted their 

human tradition for the Father's commandments and that the real defilement of a man is not 

external (what enters the body) but internal (what proceeds out of the heart). 

The parenthetical note in Mark 7:19 — "thus purifying all foods" — is most accurately read in the 

context of the Lord's argument. The Lord is making the point that the rabbinic ritual-

handwashing distinction between clean and unclean food (defined by whether one's hands had 

been ritually washed before touching it) is not the actual measure of defilement; the actual 

measure is the heart. The Lord is not abolishing the Mosaic distinction between clean and unclean 

animal species. He is dismissing the rabbinic extension that classified ordinary food as 

ceremonially defiled if eaten with unwashed hands. The two distinctions are different. The Lord 

is correcting the rabbinic over-extension, not abolishing the Mosaic distinction. This reading is 

confirmed by the parallel passage in Matthew 15:1–20, where Matthew does not include the 

parenthetical phrase at all, and where the Lord's argument is more clearly seen as addressing the 

handwashing question specifically. 

A confirming observation: the Lord, in His own body, did not eat pork or other unclean animals. 

Peter's testimony in Acts 10:14 ("I have never eaten anything common or unclean") settles this. 

Peter had been with the Lord for three years of intimate fellowship, sharing daily meals with Him, 

and Peter could honestly say years after the resurrection that he had never eaten anything 

common or unclean. If the Lord had taught that all foods were now clean, His own table would 

have demonstrated it, and Peter could not have made the statement he made. The Lord did not 

abolish the Mosaic dietary distinction in His own practice. He corrected the Pharisaic over-

extension of it. The two are different. 

9.6 The Agricultural Wisdom 

The dietary instructions are one application of the Father's wisdom for the body. The agricultural 

instructions are the parallel application of the Father's wisdom for the land. The two move on the 

same principle: the Father knows what the body needs and what the soil needs, and His 

instructions are the wisdom of the Designer applied to the body and the land He created. The 

institute names the agricultural wisdom briefly because it is one of the most visible places where 

the wisdom dimension of the Mosaic Law has been confirmed by the modern empirical record, 
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and where the Christian's failure to receive the Father's instructions has produced documented 

and observable harm. 

The Father's agricultural instructions include the seventh-year Sabbath rest of the land (Exodus 

23:10–11; Leviticus 25:1–7), in which the land is to be left fallow every seventh year; the Jubilee 

in the fiftieth year (Leviticus 25:8–17), in which sold land returns to its original tribal allotment 

and bondservants are freed; the prohibition on certain unnatural agricultural mixtures (Leviticus 

19:19); the corner-and-gleanings provision for the poor (Leviticus 19:9–10); the prohibition on 

muzzling the ox that treads out the grain (Deuteronomy 25:4); and the year-of-release for debts 

(Deuteronomy 15:1–11). The civil-Israel form of these instructions (the tribal-allotment 

dimension, the specific year-counting in the theocratic context) is no longer operative; the wisdom 

dimension stands. The land needs rest. Continuous cultivation depletes soil; periodic fallow 

restores it; the modern agricultural science of cover-cropping, crop rotation, and soil-rest periods 

reproduces in technical form what the Father instructed in covenantal form. Debt cannot become 

permanent enslavement; periodic release restores economic mobility and prevents the long-term 

consolidation of wealth that produces the impoverished class the prophets repeatedly named. The 

poor must have access to the field; the gleanings provision is the seed of every just welfare 

arrangement that has emerged from biblically-shaped societies. 

The institute notes the empirical observation that has been made by farmers in Texas, in other 

states, and in various locations globally where biblical agricultural principles have been applied 

— sometimes by Christians and sometimes by farmers with no explicit Christian commitment — 

and where the outcomes have, with consistency, exceeded the outcomes of conventional industrial 

agriculture on the same soil. The institute does not commend the agricultural instructions on this 

empirical basis; the Father's authority is the basis. But the empirical observation is, again, one of 

many confirming witnesses to what the Father has always said. The land that rests yields better 

than the land that does not. The farmer who lets his soil rest is acting on the same wisdom the 

Father gave in Leviticus 25 — whether or not he has read Leviticus. The Spirit's writing on the 

heart of even unbelieving farmers, in the form of agricultural observation that converges on what 

the Father instructed, is one more piece of evidence that the Father's instructions are not arbitrary 

religious code but the wisdom of the Designer applied to the systems He designed. 

The Father is not arbitrary. The Father's instructions for the body, the 

land, the household, and the economy are the wisdom of the Designer 

applied to the systems He designed. The believer who refuses them as 

religious imposition has not understood Whose instructions they are. The 

believer who receives them as wisdom has begun to recover the inheritance 

the cross has opened. The body that recovers them flourishes. The land that 

obeys them rests. The economy that follows them protects the poor. The 

household that walks in them blesses its children. This is what the Father 

has been saying for three and a half thousand years. The Western body, in 

significant measure, has not been listening. 
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9.7 The Stomach as God 

The institute closes Part II with a hard observation. The Western Christian's resistance to the 

Father's dietary instructions is rarely an intellectual or theological resistance. It is a resistance of 

appetite. The believer does not want to give up pork. He does not want to give up bacon. He does 

not want to consider whether his eating habits are submitted to the King. He has constructed 

theological defenses against the question precisely because the question, if honestly faced, would 

require him to submit an area of his life he has not yet been willing to submit. The apostle Paul 

named the diagnosis directly when he wrote of those "whose god is their belly, and whose glory is 

in their shame — who set their mind on earthly things" (Philippians 3:19, NKJV). The verse is 

severe. The diagnosis is real. The believer whose theology of the abolished Law terminates, with 

predictable regularity, at the question of his lunch has revealed where his actual authority sits. It 

is not on the throne. It is in his stomach. 

The institute does not commend the dietary instructions as the most important application of the 

Mosaic Law for the believer. The moral commands, the love-of-neighbor commands, the worship-

of-the-King commands all sit higher in the priority order. The dietary instructions are named here 

because they are the visible flashpoint where the modern believer's submission to the King is most 

regularly tested and most regularly refused. The recovery of the Torah will, for many believers, 

begin somewhere other than the kitchen. The recovery, however, cannot bypass the kitchen 

forever. The body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. What enters the temple matters. The same Spirit 

who writes the Father's instructions on the heart writes the Father's instructions about the body 

on the conscience of the saint who is willing to listen. The believer who is willing to submit his 

appetite to the King will find, in time, that the appetite obeys. The believer who refuses will find, 

in time, that the appetite has been governing him. 

The Western Christian's resistance to the Father's dietary instructions is 

rarely intellectual. It is appetitive. The stomach has been the god, and the 

theology has been constructed downstream of the appetite to protect the 

god. The recovery begins when the saint is willing to submit the kitchen to 

the King. The King has the right to the kitchen. He has the right to 

everything else as well. The kitchen is simply where the modern believer's 

submission is most regularly tested — and most regularly refused. 
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PART III 

WITNESSES AND THE ROADMAP HOME 

10. Historical Witness: The Apostolic Body Kept 
the Torah for Decades After the Cross 

The first witness the institute offers is from the apostolic body itself, in the decades immediately 

following the resurrection. The reader who has been formed by the inherited reading will, by 

reflex, expect that the apostolic body abandoned the Mosaic Law shortly after the cross — that the 

apostles preached salvation by grace, walked free from the Torah, and treated the Father's 

instructions as a closed chapter. The expectation does not survive the apostolic record. The 

apostolic body, including Paul, continued to walk in the Father's instructions for decades. The 

institute has named several pieces of this evidence already across the paper; this section 

consolidates them and adds the historical record from the immediate post-apostolic generations. 

10.1 The Apostolic Record 

The apostolic body kept the Father's appointed times after the cross. The Spirit was poured out at 

Shavuot (Pentecost) because the body was "all with one accord in one place" keeping the feast 

(Acts 2:1). Peter was arrested "during the Days of Unleavened Bread" (Acts 12:3–4) — fifteen years 

after the cross. Paul intended to be in Jerusalem "on the Day of Pentecost" (Acts 20:16) — twenty-

five years after the cross. Paul sailed "after the Fast" (the Day of Atonement, Acts 27:9) — late in 

his ministry. White Paper No. 7 develops this evidence at length; the institute does not re-litigate 

it here, but the cumulative weight is decisive. The apostolic body did not abandon the appointed 

times. 

The apostolic body kept the Mosaic dietary boundaries. Peter, ten years after the resurrection, 

told the voice in his vision "I have never eaten anything common or unclean" — a claim impossible 

to make truthfully if he had not been walking within the dietary boundaries across the entire 

period (Acts 10:14). The Jerusalem Council, addressing the question of Gentile inclusion, retained 

at least abstention from blood as binding on Gentile believers (Acts 15:29). Paul, addressing the 

Corinthians on food sacrificed to idols, treated the underlying principle of dietary discrimination 

as still operative — the saint must not eat what defiles his conscience or what dishonors the King 

(1 Corinthians 8 and 10). The institute notes the consistency of the apostolic record. Dietary 

discipline did not end at the cross. 

The apostolic body kept the Sabbath. The disciples on the day of the resurrection itself returned 

to the upper room rather than continuing in active ministry, in accord with the Sabbath 

observance the women had honored when they delayed the anointing of the Lord's body until after 

the Sabbath (Luke 23:56). Paul, in city after city across his missionary journeys, "as his custom 

was" went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day to teach (Acts 17:2; 13:14; 16:13; 18:4). The 
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Sabbath was the day on which Paul, decades after the cross, gathered with both Jewish and Gentile 

God-fearers. The Sabbath was not retired. It was kept. 

The apostolic body kept the moral commands of the Mosaic Law. This requires no special 

demonstration. The New Testament repeatedly affirms the moral substance of the Mosaic Law as 

binding on the believer. Romans 13:8–10 cites the second-table commandments directly as the 

love of neighbor in operation. James 2:8–11 cites them as the royal law (Greek nomon basilikon 

— the law of the King). 1 John 3:4 defines sin as the transgression of the law. 1 Corinthians 6:9–

10 lists the categories of sin that exclude from the kingdom — and the categories are drawn directly 

from the moral content of the Mosaic Law. The apostolic body did not retire the moral commands. 

It carried them, taught them, applied them, and walked in them. 

The apostolic body, in summary, did not abandon the Mosaic Law. It distinguished what the cross 

had fulfilled — the sacrificial system, the Levitical priesthood, the temple cleanness apparatus in 

its priestly dimension — from what stood forever, and it walked in the latter as the wisdom of the 

King. The apostolic record is the strongest single historical witness to the institute's reading. The 

body that read Paul correctly in the first generation read him exactly as the institute is reading 

him now. 

10.2 The Post-Apostolic Drift 

The drift away from the apostolic pattern began, on the documented evidence, in the second 

century. The institute names two figures whose teaching represents the turning point. Ignatius of 

Antioch (c. AD 35–108), in his Epistle to the Magnesians (written approximately AD 110), 

explicitly urged believers to abandon Sabbath-keeping in favor of "living according to the Lord's 

day" — among the first patristic figures to explicitly counsel against Sabbath observance. Marcion 

of Sinope (c. AD 85–160) carried the drift much further, teaching that the God of the Old 

Testament was a different and inferior deity from the Father of Jesus Christ, that the entire 

Hebrew Scriptures should be rejected, and that only ten of Paul's letters and a heavily edited 

Gospel of Luke should be received by Christians. Marcion was excommunicated by the church at 

Rome in AD 144 as a heretic; his teaching was opposed by Tertullian, Irenaeus, and other patristic 

figures. The institute names Marcion not because Marcion's full doctrine was received by the body 

— it was not — but because the posture Marcion took toward the Hebrew Scriptures continued to 

influence Christian readings of the Mosaic Law long after his explicit teaching was rejected. The 

modern evangelical reflex against the Torah is, in its operational shape, downstream of the 

Marcionite posture even where it would explicitly disavow Marcionite theology. The institute has 

named this in Section 1. 

The fourth century brought further structural separation between the Christian and Mosaic 

patterns. The Council of Laodicea (c. AD 363) explicitly forbade Christians from resting on the 

Sabbath (Canon 29). The Council of Nicaea (AD 325) deliberately separated the Christian calendar 

from the Jewish calendar in the calculation of Easter (treated at length in White Paper No. 7). 

Constantine's legal establishment of Sunday as the official Roman day of rest in AD 321 carried 
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civil weight to the structural separation. Across the fourth century, what had been an apostolic 

body that walked in the Father's instructions while distinguishing what Christ had fulfilled 

became, in significant measure, an imperially-aligned body that defined itself by not keeping what 

the Father had instructed. The drift was not the work of a single figure; it was the cumulative effect 

of a body progressively losing its apostolic moorings as it gained imperial protection. The institute 

does not flatten the history into a simple narrative of decline; faithful saints continued to walk in 

the Father's instructions across every century, often in marginal communities, often under 

pressure. But the dominant trajectory of the imperial body across the fourth and fifth centuries 

was the trajectory away from what the apostolic body had practiced. 

10.3 The Anabaptists and Other Recovering Witnesses 

The institute names one historical witness from the Reformation period because the witness is 

unusual and instructive. The radical Reformation produced, in the sixteenth century, a body of 

believers — variously called Anabaptists, Hutterites, Mennonites, and other names — who, in their 

recovery of New Testament patterns of believer's baptism, plural eldership, and the separation of 

church and state, also recovered substantial portions of the Father's moral and ethical instructions 

in ways that the magisterial Reformers (Luther, Zwingli, Calvin) did not. The Anabaptists, on their 

own reading of Scripture, embraced the Mosaic ethic of just weights, honest dealing, refusal of the 

sword, care for the poor, and an economic communalism patterned on the apostolic body in Acts 

2 and Acts 4. They were persecuted ferociously by both Catholic and Protestant authorities; 

thousands were executed across the sixteenth century, documented in van Braght's Martyrs 

Mirror (originally 1660). The Anabaptists were not, in the main, recovering the appointed times 

or the dietary instructions; their recovery was not comprehensive. But their relentless 

commitment to the moral and ethical substance of the Father's instructions, against the prevailing 

state-church tradition of their day, is a witness the institute honors. The witness demonstrates 

that even in seasons when the dominant body had moved far from the apostolic pattern, the Spirit 

continued to write the Father's instructions on the hearts of saints who were willing to read for 

themselves. 

The institute names other recovering witnesses briefly. The Seventh-Day Baptists in seventeenth-

century England recovered the Sabbath in the face of substantial cultural pressure; the Seventh-

day Adventist movement in the nineteenth century carried the Sabbath recovery further into the 

modern Western body; the Sabbatarian streams across several Protestant traditions held the day-

of-rest principle even where the seventh-day-versus-first-day question was disputed. Each of 

these movements has, in the institute's evaluation, captured a part of the recovery while 

sometimes missing other parts — the Adventist tradition, for instance, has often combined faithful 

Sabbath recovery with theological commitments the institute does not endorse. The institute does 

not commend any of these movements as the model. The institute names them as witnesses that 

the Spirit has been pressing toward the recovery of the Father's instructions across the centuries, 

even when the dominant body has resisted, and that the present hour is the most concentrated 

season of recovery the Western body has seen. 
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The apostolic body did not abandon the Torah at the cross. It distinguished 

what was fulfilled from what stood and walked in what stood. The drift 

began in the second century, hardened in the fourth, and produced the 

modern Western reflex. But the Spirit has been preserving witnesses 

across every century — Anabaptists, Sabbatarians, faithful saints in small 

communities — who have kept what the dominant body has refused. The 

recovery is not new. The recovery has been quietly underway for two 

thousand years, in fragments, in margins, in persecuted bodies. The 

Western body has finally been brought to a place where the fragments are 

gathering and the recovery is being seen. 

11. The Persecuted-Church Witness: Iranian and 
Chinese House Churches 

The second witness is the persecuted-church witness of the present hour. The institute has, across 

the prior papers in this series, returned repeatedly to the Iranian house-church movement and 

the Chinese house-church movement as living evidence of what the apostolic body looks like when 

freed from the institutional and cultural distortions of the comfortable Western form. The 

institute draws on the same witnesses here, with attention to the specific question this paper 

addresses — the relationship of the persecuted believer to the Father's instructions. 

11.1 The Iranian House Churches 

The Iranian house-church movement, which has grown from a few thousand believers in 1979 to 

estimates ranging into the millions across the past four decades, operates under arrest pressure, 

surveillance, and the constant threat of imprisonment for unauthorized Christian activity. The 

believers who gather in Iranian living rooms cannot afford casual or theoretical commitments; 

the cost of being a Christian in Iran is high enough that nominal Christianity has been largely 

filtered out. What remains is, on the documented testimony of multiple observers, a body that 

operates in patterns the Western body would scarcely recognize. 

Several features of the Iranian house-church practice are relevant to the present paper's 

argument. First, the Iranian believers, on the testimony of Western missionaries and observers 

who have worked among them, do not generally regard the Mosaic moral commands as optional 

or as abolished. The ordinary preaching of the body holds, with sharp clarity, that the believer is 

called to obey the King in every dimension of life — including the moral commands of the Torah. 

The body does not produce the not-under-the-law reflex of the Western body because the body's 

primary teachers have not been formed in the Western theological traditions that generated that 

reflex. They read the New Testament directly, with the Old Testament alongside, and they apply 

what they read. The result is a body that walks in the moral and ethical substance of the Father's 

instructions as a matter of ordinary obedience. 
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Second, the Iranian house churches have substantially recovered the household-table dimension 

of the apostolic gathering. Meals shared in homes are the ordinary site of fellowship; the dietary 

discipline of the Father is, on the testimony of those who have eaten with them, often more careful 

than the dietary discipline of comfortable Western Christians. The persecuted body has 

rediscovered, of practical necessity, that the body is the temple and that what enters the body 

matters. The recovery is rarely framed as Torah-keeping in the explicit theological sense; it is 

framed as honoring the King with our bodies. The substance is identical. 

Third, the Iranian body has been forced, by the suppression of public Christian observance, to 

recover the household as the operational center of obedience. The household keeps the appointed 

times privately; the household honors the Sabbath where it can; the household teaches the 

children directly from the Scripture without curriculum mediation. The household-centered 

recovery the Western body is now haltingly attempting has been, in the Iranian context, the 

default operational mode for forty years. The Iranian body has been demonstrating what the 

Western body is being called back to. 

The institute commends the Iranian witness with appropriate humility. The institute does not 

romanticize persecution; the cost of what the Iranian body has carried is severe, and the institute 

does not commend that any saint pray for its arrival in his own context. The institute commends 

the witness as evidence of what the apostolic body looks like when the Western institutional and 

theological distortions have been stripped away. The body that remains, under the pressure that 

strips, is the body the King has been forging. The body that remains keeps the Father's 

instructions. The body that remains has not been formed by the not-under-the-law reflex. The 

body that remains is the witness that calls the Western body home. 

11.2 The Chinese House Churches 

The Chinese house-church movement, which has carried the gospel across the most populous 

nation on earth across the past seventy years under varying degrees of state pressure, represents 

a parallel witness. The body's relationship to the Mosaic Law is shaped by the same factors as the 

Iranian body — formation in direct engagement with Scripture rather than in inherited Western 

theological categories, household-centered practice as the operational default, and the costliness 

of believing that filters out the casual commitments. 

The Chinese house-church teachers, in the institute's reading of their available teaching materials 

and the testimony of Western workers who have served alongside them, do not generally teach a 

not-under-the-law doctrine. They teach obedience to the King in every dimension of life, including 

the moral commands of the Old Testament. They preach the cross as the basis of justification, the 

Spirit as the basis of sanctification, and the obedience of the saint as the visible fruit of both. The 

body that has resulted is, by the testimony of many observers, more morally serious than the 

comfortable Western body — more chaste, more honest, more given to mutual aid, more 

disciplined in its handling of money, more conscientious about the care of the poor. The body is 
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keeping what the Spirit has written on its heart, and what the Spirit has written is the moral 

substance of the Torah. 

The institute notes one additional pattern. The Chinese house churches have, in significant 

streams, recovered the Sabbath observance as an ordinary household practice — not as a doctrinal 

distinctive, not as a Hebrew-Roots affectation, but as a recovered rhythm of weekly rest unto the 

Lord. The recovery has been, in many cases, an unplanned consequence of the body's direct 

engagement with the Hebrew Scriptures. The believer reads Exodus 20 and concludes, without 

consulting any Western theological tradition, that the Sabbath remains the Father's instruction. 

The recovery has been, in this sense, the empirical fulfillment of Jeremiah 31:33 — the Spirit 

writing the Father's instructions on the heart of saints who have not been formed by the Western 

reflex against them. The Chinese house churches are, in this aspect, the negative control for the 

Western theological tradition's claim that the Sabbath is no longer in force. Believers who have 

not been taught that the Sabbath is abolished do not, on direct reading of Scripture, conclude that 

it is abolished. They conclude the opposite. The reading the Western body has been teaching is 

not the natural reading. It is a learned reading. And the persecuted body, having never learned it, 

reaches a different conclusion. 

The persecuted body walks in what the Spirit writes. The persecuted body 

has not been formed by the Western reflex against the Torah. The 

persecuted body reads Scripture directly and concludes, with the apostolic 

body before it, that the Father's moral, ethical, dietary, and calendrical 

instructions stand. The persecuted body is the witness that calls the 

Western body home. What the persecuted body keeps is what the Spirit has 

been writing on every believer's heart all along. 

12. The Gen Z Witness: Recovering Without 
Costume 

The third witness is from the rising generation in the Western body itself. The institute has, across 

the prior papers, documented the spiritual recovery underway among Gen Z believers — the 

Asbury 2023 outpouring, the Southeastern University 2026 outpouring, the Salt Company 

expansion across multiple campuses, the documented return to prayer rooms and dorm-room 

intercession. The recovery has been broader than the visible outpourings; it has included, in many 

quarters, a recovery of patterns the older Western body had quietly retired. The recovery is 

happening with particular force on the questions this paper has addressed, and the institute 

names the pattern as the third witness. 

12.1 What the Younger Believers Are Recovering 

A growing number of younger believers, across the Gen Z and Millennial generations in the United 

States, the United Kingdom, and other Western contexts, have begun to recover the Father's 
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instructions in patterns the institute has been able to observe and document. The recovery has 

several characteristic features that distinguish it from both the mainstream evangelical reflex and 

the Hebrew Roots overcorrection. 

First, the recovery has been substantially household-centered. The younger believers have, in 

many cases, recovered the Sabbath table as a household practice — Friday evening meals shared 

with family and close friends, lit candles, a moment of blessing over the meal, an intentional 

refusal to engage screens or work for the duration of the evening. The recovery does not depend 

on a particular congregation or movement; it has emerged in households across multiple 

denominations and non-denominational contexts. The recovery is, in form, the recovery of the 

apostolic household-table that White Paper No. 1 named as the operational center of the apostolic 

ekklesia. The recovery is, in substance, the recovery of the Father's appointed Sabbath as a 

household discipline. 

Second, the recovery has been substantially dietary. A non-trivial portion of the younger believers 

have begun, often without explicit theological framing, to remove pork from their diet, to reduce 

or eliminate processed and industrially-produced foods, and to apply a general principle of eat 

what the Father called good and refuse what He named unclean. The recovery has often emerged 

through a parallel path — younger believers concerned about industrial agriculture, processed 

foods, hormone-laden meat, and the cumulative health effects of the modern Western diet have 

begun to read Leviticus 11 with new eyes and have recognized that the Father said three and a half 

thousand years ago what the food-systems-reform movement is saying today. The recovery has 

not, in most cases, taken on Hebrew Roots costume; the believer continues to identify as a 

Christian, continues to center on the Lord Jesus, and continues to walk in the broader practice of 

the apostolic body, while taking the dietary instructions as the Father's wisdom for the body He 

created. 

Third, the recovery has been substantially agricultural and economic. A growing stream of 

younger believers has been drawn to small-scale farming, to homesteading, to the recovery of 

household food production, to local economies, to the rejection of consumer-debt patterns, and 

to the principles of land stewardship the Father named in Leviticus 25. The recovery is not, in 

most cases, framed as Torah-keeping; it is framed as faithful stewardship or biblical economics or 

household sovereignty. The substance is the same. The principles are the principles the Father 

gave through Moses. 

Fourth, the recovery has happened without rabbinic costume. The younger believers recovering 

these patterns have not, in the main, taken on the kippah, the tallit, the Hebrew names, or the 

linguistic markers of Orthodox Judaism. They are recovering the substance of the Father's 

instructions within their Gentile cultural skin. They are walking in the recovery the institute has 

commended — the Lord at the center, the Spirit writing the Father's instructions on the heart, the 

saint walking in what is being written without confusing it with the cultural costume of one ethnic 

tradition. 
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12.2 Why This Witness Matters 

The Gen Z witness matters for several reasons that the institute names directly. First, the witness 

disproves the inherited Western assumption that the recovery of the Torah is either a Jewish-

cultural phenomenon (the Hebrew Roots concern) or a fringe theological movement (the 

cessationist concern). The recovery is happening in mainstream Gentile Christian households 

whose parents and grandparents would not have recognized what their children are practicing — 

and the children are walking with their Bibles open, doing what the text says. 

Second, the witness disproves the assumption that the recovery requires a particular leadership 

structure, a denominational change, or a formal movement. The recovery has been happening 

organically, in households, on campuses, in small gatherings, without any centralizing apparatus. 

The recovery is the work of the Spirit writing on the heart of the rising generation, exactly as 

Jeremiah promised. The recovery does not need an institute to drive it. The institute is naming 

theologically what the Spirit is already doing in the body of the King. 

Third, the witness shifts the conversation about the recovery from the theoretical to the empirical. 

The institute is not commending a recovery that has not begun; the institute is commending a 

recovery that is in progress, that has fruit, and that is producing in the rising generation a body 

more conformed to the apostolic pattern than the older Western body has been in many 

generations. The older generation may dispute the doctrine; the younger generation is 

increasingly living it. The institute commends to the older generation a posture of attentive 

observation rather than pre-emptive correction. The Spirit is doing what He is doing. The faithful 

response is to recognize it, name it, and join it. 

The Gen Z witness is the third and most accessible witness. The rising 

generation is recovering the Father's instructions in households across the 

Western body — Sabbath tables, dietary discipline, agricultural wisdom, 

the economic principles of Leviticus 25 — without rabbinic costume, 

without Hebrew-Roots affectation, with the Lord Jesus at the center and 

the Spirit writing on their hearts. The older generation may dispute the 

doctrine. The younger generation is increasingly living what the doctrine 

predicts. The recovery is in progress. The institute is naming theologically 

what the Spirit is already doing. 

13. The Practical Roadmap 

The doctrine has been established. The witnesses have been named. The remaining question is 

the practical one: what is the saint, the household, the gathering, and the shepherd to do in 

response? The institute provides the roadmap as a structured table organized by scale. The table 

is not exhaustive; the Spirit will lead the individual saint and the gathered body in particulars the 

table does not name. The table provides the structure within which the Spirit's particular leading 
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can be received and walked out. The roadmap operates under one governing principle, repeated 

here for the third time in this paper because the principle is load-bearing: the recovery of the 

Father's instructions is humble obedience for the saint's good, not religious work for the saint's 

justification. The cross has settled justification forever. The recovery is the walking-out of the 

inheritance the cross has purchased. 

13.1 The Personal Roadmap 

Step Action Confirmation 

Begin with the Heart Posture Sit with the Father in prayer 

and confess, before any 

specific practice is taken up, 

that the recovery is not for 

justification. State aloud: 

"Father, I am justified by the 

blood of Your Son, not by my 

obedience. I receive Your 

instructions now as the 

wisdom of my King for my 

good, not as the basis of my 

standing before You." 

The release of the religious-

works anxiety that often 

follows the first encounter 

with the recovery; the 

freedom to walk in 

obedience without the fear 

that the obedience is earning 

anything. 

Read the Father's 

Instructions Directly 

Set a reading plan that takes 

you, over six to twelve 

months, through Exodus, 

Leviticus, Numbers, and 

Deuteronomy in their 

entirety. Read them as the 

Father's instructions, not as 

a historical document. Take 

notes on what speaks to your 

conscience as you read. 

The growing recognition of 

how much of the Father's 

wisdom the Spirit has 

already written on your 

heart; the surprise of finding 

instructions you keep 

without ever having read 

them. 

Identify the Tier-1 

Commands You Already 

Keep 

Walk through the moral 

commands and confirm, in 

writing, what you already 

keep — the Decalogue, the 

sexual ethics of Leviticus 18 

and 20, the care-of-neighbor 

commands, the worship-of-

the-King commands. 

Recognize that these are the 

Spirit's writing on your heart 

The shift from "I am not 

under the law" to "I am the 

living fulfillment of the New 

Covenant promise — and 

most of the Law is already on 

my heart." 



ANCIENT PATHS INSTITUTE • White Paper No. 10 • The Law of Moses According to Jesus 

Ancient Paths Institute   —   Page 66 
NOW IS THE TIME. THE TIME IS NOW.  sin²t + cos²t = 1 

Public Domain | No Rights Reserved 

Step Action Confirmation 

in fulfillment of Jeremiah 

31:33. 

Identify the Wisdom 

Commands You Have Not 

Yet Recovered 

Identify, with humility and 

without legalistic urgency, 

the wisdom commands you 

have not yet been walking in 

— the Sabbath, the dietary 

instructions in their wisdom 

dimension, the agricultural 

principles, the financial 

principles. Do not attempt to 

recover all at once. Choose 

one. 

The Spirit's particular 

conviction about which area 

to address first; the 

avoidance of legalistic 

overreach that would burn 

out the recovery before it has 

begun. 

Begin With the Sabbath The institute commends the 

Sabbath as the natural first 

recovery for most believers. 

Keep one day per week — 

Friday evening to Saturday 

evening in the apostolic 

pattern, or another fixed 

twenty-four-hour period if 

circumstances require — as a 

Sabbath of rest unto the 

Lord. Refuse work, refuse 

the screens, refuse the 

consumer activities, refuse 

the religious busyness. Rest, 

eat, pray, read, worship, 

walk, sleep. 

The Father's particular 

blessing on the Sabbath-

keeper across the weeks of 

practice; the unexpected 

discovery that the rest the 

Father commanded is the 

rest the body has been 

starving for. 

Take on the Dietary 

Instructions Slowly 

After the Sabbath has been 

established for some 

months, address the dietary 

instructions. Begin with the 

removal of pork. Do not 

attempt to recover the full 

dietary discipline of 

Leviticus 11 in one week. 

Walk through it gradually, as 

the Spirit leads, item by 

The unexpected discovery 

that the cravings that 

seemed unbreakable are, in 

fact, broken when the King is 

honored with the kitchen; 

the improvement in health 

that often follows even 

partial recovery of the 

dietary instructions. 
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Step Action Confirmation 

item. The body will adjust. 

The conscience will clarify. 

The appetite will obey in 

time. 

Address the Financial and 

Economic Principles 

After the Sabbath and the 

dietary instructions, address 

the financial principles — 

honest weights and 

measures in your work, the 

refusal of bribes, the 

immediate payment of those 

you employ, the avoidance of 

consumer debt as a 

permanent condition, the 

gleanings-and-corners 

principle of leaving some of 

your income for the poor 

without their having to ask. 

The growing freedom from 

the financial bondage the 

Western body has been 

carrying; the visible blessing 

of the Father on the 

household that honors His 

economic principles. 

Walk With Humility Refuse the temptation to use 

the recovery as a means of 

judging other believers who 

have not yet seen what you 

have seen. Honor the body of 

Christ wherever it gathers in 

faithfulness, even where the 

recovery is not yet visible. 

Pray for the Western body in 

its slow recovery; do not 

denounce it. 

The fruit of the Spirit in the 

saint walking the recovery — 

love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-

control. The saint who is 

becoming harsh in his 

recovery has lost the Spirit of 

the recovery itself. 

13.2 The Household Roadmap 

Step Action Confirmation 

Teach the Doctrine Honestly 

to the Household 

The head of the household 

teaches what this paper has 

taught — the distinction 

between Torah-as-

justification (refused) and 

The household's growing 

recognition that the Father's 

instructions are the 

household's inheritance, not 

its burden. 
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Step Action Confirmation 

Torah-as-wisdom (received); 

the Spirit's writing of the 

Father's instructions on the 

heart; the recovery as 

obedience for the 

household's good. 

Establish the Sabbath Table The household establishes a 

weekly Sabbath table — 

Friday evening, lit candles, a 

blessing over the bread and 

the cup, a refusal of screens 

and work for the duration. 

The children participate. The 

Father is honored. The 

household rests together. 

The deep household memory 

the Sabbath table builds 

across the years; the visible 

difference in the children 

formed by the weekly 

rhythm of rest, table, and 

blessing. 

Begin the Appointed Times 

Together 

The household begins to 

keep the Father's appointed 

times together as taught in 

White Paper No. 7. Pesach. 

Shavuot. Yom Teruah. Yom 

Kippur. Sukkot. The forms 

will be improvised in the 

first years; the substance is 

what matters. 

The progressive enrichment 

of the household's spiritual 

life as the Father's calendar 

replaces the empire's 

calendar; the children's 

formation in a rhythm their 

grandparents did not have. 

Address the Household 

Kitchen 

The household kitchen 

comes under the King's 

authority. The dietary 

instructions are applied in 

the household's purchasing, 

preparation, and 

consumption. The children 

learn from the household 

pattern that the body is 

honored by what enters it. 

The household's improved 

health over years; the 

children's natural rejection 

of foods their Western peers 

consume without thought; 

the recovery of the kitchen as 

a site of formation rather 

than mere fueling. 

Honor the Father's Wisdom 

in Finances 

The household applies the 

financial principles — debt 

avoided where possible, 

generosity practiced toward 

The freedom from the 

financial bondage that has 

held many comfortable 

Western households; the 
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Step Action Confirmation 

the poor as a settled habit, 

honesty in every transaction, 

the firstfruits of income 

honored to the Lord. 

household's growing 

capacity to give, to host, and 

to receive. 

Teach the Children Directly 

From the Scripture 

The household teaches the 

children the Scripture 

directly. The Father's 

instructions are read aloud 

at the table, in the morning, 

at the evening, on the walks. 

The children grow up 

hearing what the Father has 

said. 

The next generation does not 

need to recover what their 

parents preserved. The 

household's grandchildren 

will inherit the recovery as 

an ordinary household 

culture, not as an embattled 

distinctive. 

13.3 The Gathering's Roadmap 

Step Action Confirmation 

Teach the Doctrine From the 

Pulpit 

The shepherds of the 

gathered body teach the 

doctrine of this paper plainly 

— the integrating frame of 

Paul (Torah-as-justification 

refused, Torah-as-wisdom 

received), the Spirit's writing 

on the heart, the recovery of 

the Father's instructions as 

the wisdom of the King. The 

teaching is not a sermon 

series followed by silence; it 

becomes the gathered body's 

settled doctrinal position. 

The body's growing freedom 

from the inherited reflex; the 

recovery of the Hebrew 

Scriptures as the body's own 

inheritance rather than as a 

historical document about 

another people. 

Apply the Dual Wineskin 

Model 

The gathered body that has 

previously taught the not 

under the law doctrine must 

not abruptly reverse course 

in a way that breaks the 

sheep. Apply the Dual 

Wineskin Model of White 

The body that has migrated 

together rather than 

splitting; the older saints 

who have, over months and 

years, walked into the 

recovery alongside the 
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Step Action Confirmation 

Paper No. 1, Section 12 — 

teach the recovery plainly, 

hold the older patterns for 

those who need them, plant 

the recovered patterns for 

those who have heard the 

call, and let the body migrate 

at the pace the Spirit leads. 

The shepherd does not 

destroy the sheep on the 

altar of his own conviction. 

younger; the unity preserved 

through the transition. 

Recover the Appointed 

Times in the Gathering 

The gathered body begins to 

hold Pesach, Shavuot, Yom 

Teruah, Yom Kippur, and 

Sukkot as corporate 

observances, alongside the 

household celebrations. The 

gathered observances are 

catechetical instruments; the 

sheep learn what the 

calendar means by keeping it 

together. White Paper No. 7, 

Section 14.2 governs the 

pacing. 

The body's growing fluency 

in the Father's calendar; the 

children of the body who 

have grown up knowing 

what each appointed time is 

and what it points to in the 

Messiah. 

Honor the Household 

Sabbath 

The gathered body does not 

run Friday-evening services 

that pull households out of 

the home and into the 

building during the Sabbath 

hours. The Sabbath belongs 

to the household table; the 

gathered service belongs to 

the Sabbath day's morning 

or to another day altogether. 

The body protects the 

household-centered recovery 

rather than competing with 

it. 

The strengthened household 

culture across the body; the 

absence of the competing 

pull between the household's 

Sabbath and the gathering's 

program. 
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Step Action Confirmation 

Refuse the Hebrew Roots 

Costume in the Gathering 

The gathered body recovers 

the Father's instructions 

within its existing cultural 

skin. The body does not 

adopt the tallit, the kippah, 

the Hebrew names, or the 

linguistic markers of 

Orthodox Judaism as a 

corporate identity. The Lord 

Jesus remains the center. 

The Torah is the wisdom the 

Spirit writes; it is not the 

operative identity of the 

gathering. 

The body that walks in the 

recovery without becoming a 

Messianic congregation in 

cultural form; the visible 

witness that the recovery is 

for every Gentile believer in 

his own cultural skin. 

Hold Both Generations 

Together 

The recovery must be 

intergenerational. The 

younger generation in whom 

the Spirit is most visibly 

writing the recovery must 

not form a separated body 

that the older generation 

cannot enter. The older 

generation must not refuse 

what the Spirit is doing 

among the younger. Both 

must walk together. 

The gathering in which the 

recovery is being walked by 

saints across every 

generational layer, learning 

from one another, holding 

one another's blind spots, 

and honoring the Spirit who 

is writing on each. 

13.4 The Shepherd's Roadmap 

Step Action Confirmation 

Repent Personally Before 

Teaching 

The shepherd who 

recognizes the inherited 

reflex in his own teaching 

does not begin by preaching 

the recovery to the body. He 

begins by repenting before 

the Father for the years in 

which he taught what he had 

been taught without 

The shepherd's softened 

heart, the absence of 

defensiveness in his 

preaching, the genuine 

willingness to be taught by 

the Spirit as well as to teach. 
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Step Action Confirmation 

examining it. The recovery in 

the body cannot exceed the 

recovery in the shepherd. 

Study Before Preaching The shepherd reads the 

apostolic record directly — 

the Lord on the Law, Paul on 

the Law in his actual letters 

and his actual walk, the 

Jerusalem Council in its full 

text including Acts 15:21, the 

apostolic body's keeping of 

the Father's instructions for 

decades after the cross. He 

reads White Papers Nos. 1, 7, 

and 9 of this series as the 

wider frame. He does not 

preach what he has not first 

received. 

The depth and confidence of 

the shepherd's teaching 

when it begins; the absence 

of the proof-text reflex that 

characterizes shallow 

preaching of the recovery. 

Teach Plainly, Apply Slowly The shepherd teaches the 

doctrine plainly from the 

pulpit. The application in the 

body's practice he applies 

slowly, with the Dual 

Wineskin Model in view, 

holding the sheep through 

the transition. He does not 

require the body to make in 

six weeks the journey he 

made in five years. 

The body that has been 

taught the truth and has 

been given the time to walk 

into the practice; the absence 

of the splits and exoduses 

that have characterized hasty 

recoveries elsewhere. 

Walk the Recovery in His 

Own Household First 

The shepherd does not 

preach the recovery from 

outside it. He walks it in his 

own household — the 

Sabbath table, the appointed 

times, the dietary discipline, 

the financial principles. The 

body that watches him sees 

the recovery in operation 

The body's growing trust in 

the shepherd's teaching as 

the household's visible 

practice confirms what the 

preaching has been claiming. 

The absence of the 

credibility gap that has 

destroyed so much modern 

Western preaching. 
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Step Action Confirmation 

before it hears the recovery 

in his preaching. 

Honor the Body's Other 

Shepherds 

The shepherd does not 

denounce other shepherds 

who have not yet walked into 

the recovery. He honors the 

body of Christ wherever it 

gathers in faithfulness; he 

prays for the slow turning of 

the Western body; he does 

not contribute to the 

celebrity-pastor culture of 

denunciation that has 

wrecked the body in other 

domains. White Paper No. 

2's pastoral discipline — 

attack the system, honor the 

person — applies here in full 

force. 

The body that recovers 

without becoming a 

separated faction; the 

shepherds in other 

gatherings who, over time, 

recognize what the Spirit is 

doing and walk into the 

recovery themselves rather 

than digging in against it. 

Hold the Recovery as the 

King's, Not His Own 

The shepherd who treats the 

recovery as his ministry's 

distinctive, his church's 

brand, his name's flag, has 

reproduced the celebrity-

pastor architecture White 

Paper No. 2 named. The 

recovery belongs to the King; 

the shepherd is a servant 

who has been allowed to 

walk in what the Father is 

restoring across the body. 

The shepherd's quiet, settled 

humility; the body that 

recovers without becoming a 

movement; the King's name 

lifted up rather than the 

shepherd's. 

The roadmap is not a checklist completed in a year. It is the working 

sequence of a saint's, a household's, a gathering's, and a shepherd's return 

to the King's design over the course of years. The earliest steps — the heart-

posture, the direct reading of the Father's instructions, the Sabbath — can 

begin tonight. The deeper steps unfold as the saint, the household, the 

gathering, and the shepherd mature into the recovery. The King is patient. 

The hour is late. Both are true. 
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CONCLUSION: ONE LAW, ONE SPIRIT, ONE 
BODY, ONE KING 

The Western evangelical reflex has not freed the believer from the Father's instructions. The reflex 

has only prevented him from recognizing that the Father's instructions are already in him, that 

the Holy Spirit has put them there in fulfillment of the New Covenant promise, and that the parts 

he has not yet recovered are not a burden the Father is withholding but a blessing the Father is 

still offering. The Lord Jesus did not come to abolish the Law and the Prophets; He came to fulfill 

them, and the fulfillment He brought was not the retirement of the Father's instructions but their 

deepening, their interiorization, their relocation from the tablets of stone to the tablets of the 

heart. The apostle Paul did not teach the abolition of the Mosaic Law; he taught the abolition of 

the Law as the basis of justification, and he himself walked in the Law as the wisdom of the King, 

taking a Nazirite vow in the temple twenty-five years after the cross to demonstrate the very thing 

the inherited reading has spent centuries denying. The Jerusalem Council did not exempt the 

Gentile believer from the Father's instructions; it named four urgent entry prohibitions and 

assumed, in the same passage, that the Gentile believer would be hearing Moses every Sabbath in 

the synagogue for the rest of his life. The apostolic body kept the appointed times, the Sabbath, 

the dietary boundaries, and the moral commands across the decades of its operation in the book 

of Acts. The doctrinal record is clear. The inherited reflex has been wrong. 

The Western body that has carried the reflex for centuries is not, however, wholly to be despised. 

Most believers within it received it from teachers who received it from teachers, in an inherited 

chain that goes back through Reformation, medieval, and patristic stages to the early second 

century, when men whose contempt for the Hebrew Scriptures was open began to teach the 

abolition of what the apostles had walked in. The believer who has held the reflex has, in many 

cases, held it in good faith, in love for the gospel, and in a sincere desire to honor the cross of 

Christ against any teaching that would compromise it. The institute honors the good faith. The 

institute names the inheritance for what it is — an inherited misreading, not the apostolic doctrine 

— and commends the recovery as the patient walking-out of what the Spirit has been writing all 

along. 

The recovery is not a return to bondage. The recovery is the lifting of an inherited confusion. The 

believer who comes to see what the Spirit has been writing — My law, on your heart, the same 

instructions the Father has always given, for your protection, blessing, and flourishing — does not 

experience the recognition as bondage. He experiences it as homecoming. The Father's 

instructions were not the enemy of his joy. The inherited reflex against them was. The reflex has 

been quietly stealing from him the inheritance the cross has purchased and the Spirit is writing. 

The recovery is the recovery of an inheritance that has always been his. The cross opened the 

inheritance. The Spirit is writing the inheritance on his heart. The institute is naming what has 

been happening so the saint can finally walk in what the Spirit has been doing. 
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The King is moving in this hour. He is moving in the persecuted bodies, where the inherited 

Western reflexes have never had purchase, and where the Father's instructions are walked as the 

ordinary obedience of the body. He is moving in the rising generation, where saints with their 

Bibles open are recovering the Sabbath table, the dietary discipline, the agricultural wisdom, and 

the economic principles of Leviticus 25 without rabbinic costume and without theological 

controversy, because the Spirit is writing on their hearts what the older generation's reflex has 

been refusing to read. He is moving in households across the Western body, in shepherds 

repenting of years of inherited teaching, in gatherings beginning to walk the Dual Wineskin path 

of the recovery. The institute is not commending a recovery that has not begun. The institute is 

naming theologically what the Spirit is already doing. The body that has eyes to see will see it. The 

body that does not will, in time, be carried along by what the Spirit is doing among those who do. 

The choice is therefore not whether the recovery will happen. The Father's appointed time has 

come, and what the Spirit has been writing for two thousand years across the New Covenant body 

is now being made visible in the rising generation. The choice is whether the older generation will 

join the younger in the recovery or will continue to dispute it from a position of inherited reflex 

while the recovery proceeds without them. The choice is whether the Western body will read its 

own New Testament with eyes that have been cleansed of the inherited filter, or will continue to 

read Paul against himself, the Lord against His own teaching, and the apostolic body against its 

own practice. The choice is, in its operational shape, the choice of whether the believer will 

recognize the work the Spirit has been doing in him from the moment of his regeneration — the 

work of writing the Father's instructions on the heart — and walk in what is already written. 

The King is calling His people back: 

• From not under the law to the law on the heart, written by the Spirit, identical in content 

to what the Father gave at Sinai. 

• From the inherited reflex against the Torah to the recognition that the Torah was always 

the wisdom of the King. 

• From the abandonment of the dietary instructions to the recovery of them as the Father's 

wisdom for the body He created. 

• From the confusion of fulfillment with abolition to the recognition that fulfillment is the 

carrying of the commands to their full meaning, not their retirement. 

• From the Marcionite posture toward the Hebrew Scriptures to the apostolic posture in 

which the Old Testament is the body's own inheritance. 

• From the proof-texting of Romans 6 and Galatians against the rest of Paul to the 

integrated reading in which Paul opposes Torah-as-justification and walks in Torah-as-

wisdom. 

• From the cultural retirement of the Sabbath to the household-recovered Sabbath that 

has become the rising generation's most visible Torah-recovery. 

• From the stomach as god to the kitchen as the place where the body, as the temple of the 

Holy Spirit, is honored by what the King has called good. 
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• From the appropriation of Hebrew Roots costume by overcorrecting Gentiles to the 

apostolic recovery of the Father's instructions in every cultural skin without the cultural 

costume of any one ethnic tradition. 

• From the Westernized version of grace that abolished the obligation to the apostolic 

version of grace that wrote a deeper obligation on the heart. 

The recovery is not the burden of the believer. The recovery is the inheritance the cross has 

opened. The Spirit has been writing for centuries; the body's task is to read what the Spirit has 

been writing, recognize what is already there, and walk in the parts that have not yet been 

received. The cost is small. The blessing is large. The Father has been waiting. The Spirit has been 

writing. The Son is the substance of every shadow. The body that walks in the recovery walks in 

the inheritance her Bridegroom secured. 

"Ask for the old paths, where the good way is, and walk in it." — Jeremiah 6:16, 

NKJV 

The Law was never given to justify a sinner. It was given to bless a son. The 

cross settled the justification question forever. The Spirit on the heart 

settled the obedience question forever. The same instructions the Father 

wrote on tablets of stone, the Spirit now writes on tablets of flesh — same 

Author, same content, different ink, the same eternal wisdom for the 

protection and blessing of the saint. The believer who says "I'm under 

grace, not law" has not noticed that grace is what put the Law inside him 

in the first place. The believer who has eyes to see will recognize what the 

Spirit has been writing on his heart from the moment of his regeneration, 

will walk in what is already written, and will recover what was always his 

inheritance. The recovery is homecoming. The Father is waiting. The table 

is set. Walk in it. 
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COVENANT DECREE 

A Final Seal Upon the Ancient Paths 

NOW IS THE TIME. THE TIME IS NOW. 

sin²t + cos²t = 1 

As the Bride returns to the Ancient Paths and recovers the Law of Moses according to Jesus — 
understanding that the believer already keeps the Torah in Him and that the full inheritance is 
restored — we decree that every spirit of lawlessness, every antinomian lie, every distorted view 
of grace, and every separation between the Old and New Covenant is now exposed and healed. 
The Torah is once again seen as the loving instruction of the King, fulfilled and empowered by 
the Spirit in the life of every disciple. 
 
This decree is sealed in the Courts of Heaven and upon the pages of this document by the authority 

of the finished work of the Cross and the reclaimed master clock of the Kingdom. 

It is finished. 

GOD WINS — not eventually, but now. 

Sealed by the Authority of the King of Kings 
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APPENDIX A — SCRIPTURE MAP FOR THE LAW 
OF MOSES ACCORDING TO JESUS 

The following table provides the Scripture map for the major theological themes developed across 

the paper. Each theme references the primary scriptural witnesses for the doctrine, in the order 

of theological priority. The map is intended for the saint, the shepherd, and the institute partner 

who wishes to verify the scriptural grounding of any particular doctrine or to develop further study 

from the primary sources. 

Theological Theme Primary Scriptural Witnesses 

The Lord's Affirmation of the Law Matthew 5:17–20; 5:21–48; 19:16–22; 

22:34–40; 23:23; Luke 16:17; John 7:19; 

10:35 

The Lord's Own Keeping of the Law Luke 2:21–24, 41; Matthew 8:4; 17:24–27; 

John 2:13; 7:1–39; 10:22–23; 1 Peter 2:22; 

Hebrews 4:15 

The Two Great Commandments Matthew 22:37–40; Mark 12:28–34; Luke 

10:25–28; Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18; 

Romans 13:8–10; Galatians 5:14 

The New Covenant Promise — Jeremiah Jeremiah 31:31–34; Hebrews 8:6–13; 10:15–

18; 2 Corinthians 3:1–18 

The New Covenant Promise — Ezekiel Ezekiel 11:19–20; 36:24–27; 37:14, 24; Joel 

2:28–29; Acts 2:14–21 

The Spirit Writing on the Heart Jeremiah 31:33; Ezekiel 36:26–27; 2 

Corinthians 3:3; Romans 5:5; Romans 8:1–4; 

Galatians 5:16–25 

The Spirit Producing Obedience Ezekiel 36:27; Romans 8:3–4; Galatians 

5:22–23; Philippians 2:13; Hebrews 13:20–

21; 1 John 3:24; 5:3 

The Law as Wisdom for Flourishing Deuteronomy 4:5–8; 6:1–3, 24; 10:12–13; 

30:11–20; Psalm 19:7–11; 119 (entire); 

Proverbs 1:7–9; 3:1–2 

Paul Against Torah-as-Justification Romans 3:20–28; 4:1–25; 9:30–10:13; 

Galatians 2:15–21; 3:1–14; 5:1–6; Philippians 

3:2–11; Ephesians 2:8–10 
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Theological Theme Primary Scriptural Witnesses 

Paul Walking in Torah-as-Wisdom Acts 16:3; 18:18; 20:6, 16; 21:17–26; 24:14; 

25:8; 27:9; 28:17; Romans 3:31; 7:12, 14, 22; 

1 Corinthians 7:19; 9:20–21 

The Galatian Polemic in Context Galatians 1:6–9; 2:1–21; 3:1–29; 5:1–12; 

6:11–15; Acts 15:1–35 

Romans 6:14 in Context Romans 6:1–23; 7:7–25; 8:1–17; with 

reference back to Romans 3:31; 5:20–21 

Colossians 2 in Context Colossians 2:8–10, 16–23; with attention to 

the syncretist-ascetic teaching in 2:18, 21–23 

The Jerusalem Council — Full Reading Acts 15:1–35, with explicit attention to verse 

21; Acts 21:25; Galatians 2:1–10 

Paul in the Temple Acts 18:18; 20:16; 21:17–26; 24:11–17; 25:7–

8; 26:4–7 

The Categories Distinction Hebrews 7:1–28; 8:1–13; 9:1–28; 10:1–18 

(sacrificial fulfillment); Matthew 5:17–20 

(moral continuation); 1 Corinthians 6:9–11 

(moral continuation in NT) 

What the Cross Fulfilled — Sacrificial Hebrews 7:23–28; 9:11–14, 23–28; 10:1–18; 

1 Peter 2:24; 3:18; John 1:29; 19:30; Isaiah 

53:1–12 

What the Cross Fulfilled — Priesthood Hebrews 5:1–10; 7:1–28; 1 Peter 2:5, 9; 

Revelation 1:6; 5:9–10; 20:6 

What Stands — Moral Substance Romans 13:8–10; 1 Corinthians 6:9–11; 

Galatians 5:19–21; Ephesians 5:3–7; 

Colossians 3:5–10; 1 Timothy 1:8–11; James 

2:8–13; 1 John 3:4 

What Stands — Appointed Times (See White Paper No. 7 in full); Leviticus 23 

(entire); Acts 2:1; 12:3–4; 18:21; 20:6, 16; 

27:9; 1 Corinthians 5:7–8; 16:8; Colossians 

2:16–17 
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Theological Theme Primary Scriptural Witnesses 

What Stands — Sabbath Genesis 2:1–3; Exodus 20:8–11; 31:12–17; 

Isaiah 58:13–14; 66:23; Mark 2:27–28; 

Hebrews 4:1–11 

What Stands — Dietary Wisdom Leviticus 11 (entire); Deuteronomy 14:1–21; 

Acts 10:9–48 (read with verse 28); Acts 

15:20, 29; 21:25; 1 Corinthians 6:19; 10:31 

The Dietary Texts Most Often Misread Acts 10:9–16, with verse 28; Mark 7:14–23; 

Matthew 15:1–20; Romans 14:1–23; 1 

Corinthians 8:1–13; 10:23–33; Colossians 

2:16–17; 1 Timothy 4:1–5 

The Agricultural Wisdom Exodus 23:10–11; Leviticus 19:9–10, 19; 

25:1–17, 23–55; Deuteronomy 15:1–11; 

24:19–22; 25:4 

Honest Weights and Just Courts Leviticus 19:11–13, 15–16, 35–36; 

Deuteronomy 16:18–20; 25:13–16; Proverbs 

11:1; 16:11; 20:10, 23; Amos 8:4–7; Micah 

6:10–12 

The Sample Sexual Ethics Leviticus 18:1–30; 20:10–21; Deuteronomy 

22:13–30; Matthew 5:27–32; 19:1–12; 1 

Corinthians 5:1–13; 6:9–11; Ephesians 5:3 

The Stomach-as-God Diagnosis Philippians 3:18–19; Romans 16:18; 1 

Corinthians 6:13–20; 10:31; Titus 1:12 

Israel and the Gentile Believer — One Body (See White Paper No. 9 in full); Romans 

11:11–32; Ephesians 2:11–22; Galatians 

3:26–29; 6:16; 1 Peter 2:9–10; Revelation 

21:12 

Refusal of Rabbinic Tradition as Scripture Matthew 15:1–9; Mark 7:1–13; Colossians 

2:8, 20–23; Titus 1:14; 1 Timothy 1:4 
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APPENDIX B — METHOD OF EXAMINATION 

This white paper follows the five-lens method established for the Ancient Paths series. A church 

form is never neutral — a room teaches, a schedule teaches, a stage teaches, a budget teaches, a 

seating arrangement teaches. The question is whether our forms teach the kingdom of Jesus or 

the control systems of men. 

Lens Governing Question 

Scripture What did Jesus teach, what did the apostles 

practice, and what commands govern this 

matter? 

Language What do the original Greek, Hebrew, or 

Aramaic terms reveal about God's intent that 

translation may obscure? 

History When did later patterns enter, and what 

cultural forces shaped them? 

Theology What does this practice or form teach people 

to believe about God, leadership, worship, 

and their own calling? 

Application What must modern pastors, believers, and 

households do in response? 

The method is identical across White Papers Nos. 1 through 10, and will be identical across every 

subsequent paper. The reader who has read the method in one paper has read it in all; the method 

is reprinted here so that this paper stands independently and so that the reader who has not read 

prior papers has the institute's standard available. 

The method has five lenses, applied in order, to every doctrinal question the institute addresses. 

The First Lens: Scripture. Every doctrine the institute commends must be grounded in the plain 

reading of the Scriptures, with attention to the canonical context, the apostolic pattern, and the 

Lord's own teaching. The institute uses the New King James Version (NKJV) as its primary 

translation, with reference to the Hebrew and Greek originals where lexical clarity requires. The 

Scripture is the foundation. Where the Scripture speaks, the institute speaks; where the Scripture 

is silent, the institute is hesitant; where the Scripture does not allow a position, the institute does 

not hold the position regardless of any other consideration. 

The Second Lens: Historical Pattern. The institute examines the historical practice of the church 

across two thousand years of her life. The patristic, medieval, Reformation, and modern periods 

are studied with the recognition that the Spirit has not left the church without witnesses across 
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her history. The institute does not bind itself to any single historical period or tradition; it draws 

from each what the Spirit has preserved. Where multiple periods of the church's history converge 

on a doctrine or practice, the convergence is treated as evidence of the apostolic substance. Where 

a single period departs from what the broader history attests, the departure is named as a 

departure. 

The Third Lens: Persecuted-Church Witness. The institute pays particular attention to the 

practice of the persecuted church in the present hour, on the grounds that the persecuted church 

operates without the institutional and cultural distortions that have shaped the Western church's 

recent forms. The Iranian house churches, the Chinese house churches, the Nigerian church under 

jihadist pressure, and the various other bodies presently bearing witness under cost are studied 

as living evidence of what the apostolic body looks like when freed from the distortions. The 

persecuted-church witness is not authoritative in itself; it is corroborative of what Scripture and 

history have already established. 

The Fourth Lens: Contemporary Empirical Fruit. The institute examines the visible fruit of 

various practices in the contemporary Western body. Where a practice has been pursued at scale 

across multiple decades and the fruit has been documented, the institute treats the documented 

fruit as evidence. The institute does not commend practices whose fruit has been demonstrably 

destructive even where the practices have been defended on ideological grounds. The institute 

commends practices whose fruit has been demonstrably constructive even where the practices 

have been opposed on ideological grounds. The fruit, in the Lord's own teaching, is the test. 

The Fifth Lens: Internal Coherence. The institute requires that every doctrine commended be 

internally coherent with the broader theological frame the institute has developed across its 

papers. A doctrine that contradicts the institute's prior settled positions is examined with care; 

either the new doctrine is wrong, or the prior position must be revised, or the apparent 

contradiction must be resolved by further study. The institute does not commend internally 

contradictory doctrines. Where the institute's prior positions have been revised, the revision is 

named openly and the reasoning is given. 

The five lenses operate together. A doctrine that passes all five is held with confidence. A doctrine 

that passes four and is uncertain on one is held with appropriate caveat. A doctrine that passes 

only some is treated as exploratory until further study can resolve the uncertainties. The institute 

commends the same method to every shepherd and saint who wishes to examine the doctrines 

this paper has developed, on the grounds that the method itself is the apostolic method — 

Scripture first, historical witness second, persecuted-church witness third, observable fruit 

fourth, internal coherence fifth — and any saint who applies the method honestly will arrive, in 

time, at the substance the institute has commended. 
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APPENDIX C — HISTORICAL AND PASTORAL 
GUARDRAILS 

The doctrines developed in this paper are powerful. Powerful doctrines, in the hands of those who 

have not received them with the appropriate humility, can be misused in ways that produce harm 

rather than the fruit the King intends. The institute therefore names the following guardrails. The 

saint, the shepherd, and the household carrying this paper into practice should attend to each 

guardrail with the seriousness the doctrine requires. 

First, do not use this paper to argue that the Mosaic Law is the basis of justification. This guardrail 

is the most important and the one most likely to be violated by a hasty or shallow reading. The 

cross is the basis of justification. Faith is the instrument. Grace is the ground. The Law contributes 

nothing to the believer's standing before God. The recovery of the Father's instructions as wisdom 

for the saint is not the recovery of the Father's instructions as the means of salvation. The two are 

categorically distinct, and the institute has named the distinction repeatedly throughout the 

paper. The saint who treats the recovery as the means of justification has reproduced the Galatian 

error in modern dress. The institute does not commend the error. 

Second, do not use this paper to denounce other believers who have not yet seen what you have 

seen. The Western body has carried the inherited reflex for many generations. Most believers 

within it received the reflex in good faith from teachers who received it in good faith. The recovery 

is the work of the Spirit on the heart, and the Spirit's pacing for each believer is the Spirit's own. 

The saint who walks into the recovery and immediately begins to denounce the believers who have 

not yet walked in has reproduced the celebrity-pastor architecture of denunciation that White 

Paper No. 2 named. Pray for the body. Walk humbly. Honor what the Spirit has done in every 

saint. Do not judge another man's servant. 

Third, do not adopt the cultural costume of Orthodox Judaism. The institute has named this at 

length in Section 8. The recovery of the Father's instructions is not the adoption of Jewish ethnic 

identity. The Gentile believer is grafted into the cultivated olive by faith; he does not become 

Jewish in his cultural identity by the recovery of the Torah. The tallit, the kippah, the Hebrew 

names, the linguistic costume of Orthodox Judaism — these are not the substance of obedience to 

the King. The substance is walking in the Father's instructions in the cultural skin the King has 

placed the believer in. The wall has been broken down. It must not be rebuilt under the name of 

Torah-keeping. 

Fourth, do not elevate rabbinic tradition to the level of Scripture. The rabbinic interpretations 

developed across the two thousand years of the diaspora contain genuine wisdom in many cases, 

but they are not the Father's instructions. They are human applications of the Father's 

instructions. The saint who takes them on as if they were Scripture has imported a new tradition 

into the body's authority structure, and the new tradition will, in time, produce the same fence-

around-the-Law dynamic the Lord Jesus opposed in the Pharisees. The institute commends 
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respect for the rabbinic tradition where it has captured wisdom; the institute commends refusal 

of the rabbinic tradition where it would be elevated to scriptural authority. 

Fifth, do not let Torah become louder than Jesus in your speech or your devotion. This is the most 

diagnostic failure mode of the Hebrew Roots overcorrection. The Lord Jesus is the center; the 

Torah is the wisdom the Spirit writes on the heart of those who belong to Him. The two are not in 

tension; but the proportions matter. The saint who counts, over a week, how often he says Jesus 

and how often he says Torah, and finds that Torah is winning, has drifted past the apostolic center. 

The recovery is one dimension of being conformed to the image of the Son. It is not the 

substitution of an Old Testament category for the Son. 

Sixth, do not weaponize this paper against the Lord's body wherever it gathers in faithfulness. The 

Western body is in a long, slow recovery, and the recovery has been moving for several decades 

through means the institute names with humility. The institute does not commend the use of this 

paper as an instrument to attack individual pastors, individual congregations, or individual 

denominations that have not yet seen what the paper has named. The Dual Wineskin Model from 

White Paper No. 1, Section 12 governs every interaction with bodies still operating in the older 

form. Reformation comes in love, with patience, without slander, with the sheep protected 

through every transition. The pastor who is repenting and reforming is honored; the pastor who 

refuses is left in the King's hands rather than attacked. 

Seventh, do not allow legalistic overreach to burn out the recovery. The recovery is a multi-year 

walking-out of the inheritance, not a six-week sprint into full Mosaic observance. The saint who 

attempts to take on the Sabbath, the dietary instructions, the appointed times, the financial 

principles, and the agricultural wisdom in the first month of his recovery will, in most cases, burn 

out within a season and abandon the entire recovery. The institute's roadmap in Section 13 is 

paced deliberately. Begin with the heart-posture and the Sabbath. Walk into the rest as the Spirit 

leads. The Father is patient. The recovery is not measured by the speed of its onset but by the 

depth of its endurance. 

Eighth, do not treat the recovery as a brand, a movement, or a ministry distinctive. The recovery 

belongs to the King, not to any teacher, congregation, or institute. The shepherd who frames the 

recovery as his ministry's brand has reproduced the celebrity-pastor architecture White Paper No. 

2 named. The recovery is the King's work, and the institute is one voice among many naming what 

the Spirit has been doing across the body. The body that walks in the recovery walks in the King's 

inheritance, not in any one teacher's distinctive. 

Ninth, do not flatten the question of women, civil punishment, or genuinely contested texts. This 

paper has not attempted to resolve every exegetical complexity of the Mosaic Law. Some questions 

— the application of certain civil-Israel penalties in the contemporary context, the precise scope 

of the Sabbath observance, the application of agricultural year-cycles outside Israel, the 

implications of the appointed times for the Gentile believer — have genuine exegetical complexity 

that the institute has not attempted to settle definitively in this paper. The reader who collapses 

the complexity into a single rigid answer has departed from the institute's posture. The recovery 
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includes the patient working-out of these questions in the body of Christ over time. The institute 

commends humility on the unresolved questions and confidence on the questions the apostolic 

record has settled. 

Tenth, do not forget that the recovery is for the saint's good. The Father is not a tyrant imposing 

arbitrary burden. The Father is a Father instructing His sons for their flourishing. The recovery is 

the recognition of what the Spirit has been writing on the heart and the walking-out of the 

inheritance the cross has purchased. The saint who experiences the recovery as bondage has not 

yet received it correctly. The recovery received correctly is experienced as homecoming. The 

Father's instructions are not the enemy of the saint's joy; the inherited reflex against them was. 

The recovery is the return to the joy the Father has always intended for His people. 
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APPENDIX D — SOURCES AND RESEARCH 

The institute follows the source-tier discipline established in the Style & Voice Guide. The sources 

below are drawn from authoritative and reliable categories. Patristic and historical references are 

cross-checked against published editions. Contemporary statistics and pastoral observations are 

verified against multiple independent sources where available. Where a single-source claim has 

been made, it is noted as such within the body of the paper. 

Scripture 

• The Holy Bible, New King James Version (NKJV), Thomas Nelson Publishers. 

• The Hebrew Bible (Masoretic Text, BHS edition), consulted on lexical questions in the 

Pentateuch. 

• The Greek New Testament (Nestle-Aland 28th edition), consulted on lexical questions in 

the apostolic record. 

On the Mosaic Law and Its Categorization 

• Moses Maimonides, Sefer HaMitzvot (Book of Commandments), twelfth century, on the 

rabbinic enumeration of the 613 commands. 

• Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica, Part I-II, Questions 99–105, on the moral, 

ceremonial, and judicial law. 

• The Westminster Confession of Faith (1646), Chapter 19, on the threefold division of the 

law. 

• John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, Book II, Chapters 7–8, on the use of the 

law. 

• Walter C. Kaiser Jr., Toward Old Testament Ethics, Zondervan, 1983. 

• Christopher J. H. Wright, Old Testament Ethics for the People of God, InterVarsity 

Press, 2004. 

• Joe Sprinkle, Biblical Law and Its Relevance, University Press of America, 2006. 

On the New Covenant Promise 

• D. A. Carson and G. K. Beale (eds.), Commentary on the New Testament Use of the Old 

Testament, Baker Academic, 2007, on the use of Jeremiah 31 in Hebrews 8 and 10. 

• F. F. Bruce, The Epistle to the Hebrews, New International Commentary on the New 

Testament, Eerdmans, revised 1990. 

• Walter Brueggemann, Theology of the Old Testament, Fortress Press, 1997, on the 

prophetic literature. 

On Paul and the Law 
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• E. P. Sanders, Paul and Palestinian Judaism, Fortress Press, 1977. 

• James D. G. Dunn, The Theology of Paul the Apostle, Eerdmans, 1998. 

• N. T. Wright, Paul and the Faithfulness of God, Fortress Press, 2013. 

• Brian S. Rosner, Paul and the Law: Keeping the Commandments of God, InterVarsity 

Press, 2013. 

• Mark D. Nanos, The Mystery of Romans: The Jewish Context of Paul's Letter, Fortress 

Press, 1996. 

• Mark D. Nanos and Magnus Zetterholm (eds.), Paul Within Judaism: Restoring the 

First-Century Context to the Apostle, Fortress Press, 2015. 

On the Jerusalem Council and Acts 15:21 

• Richard Bauckham, "James and the Jerusalem Church," in The Book of Acts in Its 

Palestinian Setting, Eerdmans, 1995. 

• I. Howard Marshall, The Acts of the Apostles, Tyndale New Testament Commentary, 

InterVarsity Press, 1980. 

• David L. Bock, Acts, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament, Baker 

Academic, 2007. 

On the Patristic Drift 

• Ignatius of Antioch, Epistle to the Magnesians, in Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. 1. 

https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0105.htm 

• Justin Martyr, Dialogue with Trypho, in Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. 1. 

• Tertullian, Against Marcion, in Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. 3. 

• Irenaeus of Lyons, Against Heresies, in Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. 1. 

• Adolf von Harnack, Marcion: The Gospel of the Alien God, Labyrinth Press, 1990 

(English translation; original German 1921). 

• Council of Laodicea, Canon 29 (c. AD 363), prohibiting Christian Sabbath observance. 

• Codex Justinianus 3.12.3 (AD 321), Constantine's Sunday-rest legislation. 

On the Anabaptists and Other Recovering Witnesses 

• William R. Estep, The Anabaptist Story: An Introduction to Sixteenth-Century 

Anabaptism, third edition, Eerdmans, 1996. 

• George H. Williams, The Radical Reformation, third edition, Truman State University 

Press, 2000. 

• The Martyrs Mirror (originally Thieleman J. van Braght, 1660), English editions on the 

persecution of the Anabaptists. 

• Harold S. Bender, The Anabaptist Vision, Herald Press, 1944. 
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• Brian C. Wilson, Dr. John Harvey Kellogg and the Religion of Biologic Living, Indiana 

University Press, 2014, on the Adventist tradition's recovery of dietary discipline (cited 

with the caveats named in §10.3). 

• Don A. Sanford, A Choosing People: The History of Seventh Day Baptists, Broadman 

Press, 1992. 

On the Iranian and Chinese House Churches 

• Mark Bradley, Iran and Christianity: Historical Identity and Present Relevance, 

Continuum, 2008. 

• Operation World, https://operationworld.org/, current editions on Iran and China. 

• The Living Church, "Martyrs, Monasteries, and the Miracle of Iran's Christian Revival," 

January 2026. 

• Baptist Press, "Christian Ministry to Iran Reports Vibrant Underground Church Amid 

Persecution," August 2025. 

• Brother Yun, The Heavenly Man, Monarch Books, 2002 (Chinese house-church witness). 

• Tony Lambert, China's Christian Millions: The Costly Revival, Monarch Books, 2006. 

• The Voice of the Martyrs, ongoing reporting on the persecuted church. 

On the Gen Z Recovery and Campus Outpourings 

• Asbury University, "Official Statements on the 2023 Outpouring," February–March 

2023. 

• Christianity Today, coverage of Asbury 2023 and follow-up reporting through 2026 on 

campus revivals and the dorm-room prayer phenomena underlying them. 

• Relevant Magazine, "Southeastern University Cancels Classes as Multi-Day Worship and 

Repentance Service Breaks Out," February 2026. 

• Baptist Press, "The Salt Company Seizing Unprecedented Opportunity to Reach College 

Students," February 17, 2025. 

• The Salt Network, official website and 2025–2026 statistics on attendance, prayer-room 

development, and church plants. 

• American Bible Society, State of the Bible USA 2025 and 2026 editions. 

• Barna Group, "Gen Z and Millennials Are Driving a Resurgence in Church Attendance," 

2025. 

On Modern Dietary and Agricultural Research Touching the 
Father's Instructions 

• David A. DeWitt, Drinking Blood and Other Bible Subjects, on the biblical dietary 

instructions and modern parasitology (consulted with discernment). 
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• USDA reporting on industrial pork production, antibiotic use, and modern slaughter 

protocols. 

• World Health Organization, reporting on trichinosis and other pork-borne parasitic 

infections. 

• Wendell Berry, The Unsettling of America: Culture and Agriculture, Sierra Club Books, 

1977, on agricultural patterns and the rest of the land. 

• Joel Salatin, Folks, This Ain't Normal, Center Street, 2011, on the recovery of biblical 

agricultural principles (cited with discernment for its descriptive observations rather 

than its full theological frame). 

On the Broader Theological Frame of the Series 

The institute's prior papers — White Paper No. 1 (The First-Century Church Structure), No. 2 

(Shepherds, Not CEOs), No. 3 (The Spirit-Led Gathering), No. 4 (The Fear of the Lord, Humility 

& Wisdom), No. 5 (Fivefold in Formation), No. 6 (Repentance, Restoration & Healing), No. 7 (The 

Appointed Times), No. 8 (Moving in Power & Truth), No. 9 (Covenant Identity), and No. 12 (The 

Covenant Commonwealth) — provide the broader theological frame within which the present 

paper operates. The reader who has not encountered these papers is commended to them; the 

present paper does not stand independently of the broader corpus but as one contribution to the 

larger project the institute is undertaking. White Papers No. 7 and No. 9 are particularly relevant 

as the doctrinal companions to the present paper — Paper No. 7 on the Father's calendar, Paper 

No. 9 on the covenant identity of the believing body — and the institute commends the reading of 

those papers alongside the present one for the fullest grasp of the institute's settled position. 
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"Thus says the Lord: 'Stand in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where the good way is, 

and walk in it; then you will find rest for your souls.'" 

— Jeremiah 6:16, NKJV 


