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Executive Summary 

The kingdom of God does not advance in word only. It advances in power. Paul wrote it plainly to 

a Corinthian church that had grown impressed with eloquent men and clever rhetoric and had 

begun, in measurable ways, to mistake religious speech for spiritual authority. He answered them 

with one sentence that ought to have ended the question for every generation that followed: “For 

the kingdom of God is not in word but in power” (1 Corinthians 4:20, NKJV). The body that bears 

the King’s name is not measured by the volume of its singing on Sunday morning, by the polish of 

its platforms, by the depth of its programs, or by the social-media presence of its leaders. It is 

measured by the visible advance of the kingdom into the world the King has commanded His 

saints to invade. Where the kingdom is advancing in power, the saints are functioning as 

ministers. Where it is not, the saints are functioning as something else — attendees, consumers, 

audience members, donors, defenders of the building — and the body has, in operational terms, 

ceased to be what the New Testament called it to be. 

The institute’s prior papers have argued for the structural reformation of the body. White Paper 

No. 1 reformed the gathering. White Paper No. 2 reformed the pastoral office. White Paper No. 3 

named the operational method of the Spirit-led gathering. White Paper No. 4 named the interior 

triad — the fear of the Lord, humility, and wisdom — without which every structural reformation 

hardens into a sanctified version of the problem it set out to solve. White Paper No. 5 named the 

fivefold offices the ascended Christ Himself appointed. White Paper No. 6 named the repentance 

sequence the bride must walk before she carries the rest. White Paper No. 7 recovered the Father’s 

calendar. Every one of those papers describes the field on which the kingdom advances. None of 

them, by itself, fires the shot. The present paper names what fires the shot: the operational triad 

by which a saint, once equipped, actually moves in the power of the kingdom into the world. 

That triad has three legs and only three. The Word, the Spirit, and the Secret Place. Each leg is 

necessary; none is sufficient; all three operate together or the saint who attempts to operate 

without one of them produces the predictable counterfeit the other two would have prevented. 

The Word without the Spirit dries up into religion. The Spirit without the Word blows up into 

excess. The Word and the Spirit together, without the Secret Place, ride the fuel of someone else’s 

fire until the borrowed fuel runs out and the saint who never learned to meet the Lord alone falls 

to the ground. Word, Spirit, and Secret Place together produce what Scripture calls a saint — a 

person in whom the kingdom advances and through whom the kingdom advances into others. 

This white paper traces three movements: 

• The King’s design — the kingdom advances in power, not in performance; the Word as 

anchor and authority; the Spirit as the fuel of advance; the Secret Place as the forge 

where the saint is made; the three operating together as one fruit on three branches. 

• The drift and the diagnosis — how the Western body has lost each leg in turn: the Word-

only desiccation of the cessationist stream, the Spirit-only excess of the inflation stream, 
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and the gravest and most overlooked drift of all, the assumption that the saint can carry 

the kingdom on the fuel of the gathering without ever meeting the Lord alone. 

• Witnesses and the way forward — a documented historical witness in whom the triad 

operated together with visible fruit, a contemporary persecuted-church witness where 

the triad has been forged under arrest pressure, an emerging witness among a 

generation rediscovering the Secret Place after the platforms have begun to fall, and the 

practical roadmap for the saint, the household, the gathering, and the shepherd who 

recognizes the hour. 

The kingdom advances in power, not in performance. The power has three 

sources, and three only — the Word that anchors, the Spirit that moves, 

and the Secret Place that forges. Cut any one of the three and the other two 

do not survive without it for long. 

The thesis is direct. The Western church has produced a generation of saints who have been 

carried by the gathering, taught by the preaching, encouraged by the worship, and surrounded by 

the friendship of the body — and who have never, in any sustained way, met the Lord in the closet. 

They are not unspiritual. They are not unbelieving. They are not without gifting. They are 

operating on inherited fuel. When the pressure rises, when the gathering thins, when the shepherd 

falls, when the friendship fails, the inherited fuel runs out and there is nothing underneath it. The 

bride the King is forging in this hour is the bride who has been driven back to the closet — not 

because the gathering is unimportant, but because the gathering is the second floor of a building 

whose first floor is the Secret Place. The body that recovers the first floor will recover everything 

else. The body that does not will continue to produce confident saints who fall when the wind rises 

and cannot explain to themselves what went wrong. 

The fruit of the recovery is already visible. Underneath the loudest movements of the present hour 

— the Asbury outpouring of 2023, the Southeastern University outpouring of 2026, the Salt 

Company expansion, the documented Gen Z return to prayer rooms and dorm-room intercession 

— there is a quiet, less-photographed phenomenon the visible movements are downstream of. A 

generation that watched the platforms collapse has begun to seek the Lord in places no platform 

can reach. The shaking the institute named in White Paper No. 4 has done its work. The bride is 

being driven into the closet. What emerges from the closet will not need a platform to advance, 

because the platform was never what made the kingdom advance in the first place. The Word, the 

Spirit, and the Secret Place did. They still do. They are the ancient paths the present paper calls 

the body back to. 

  



ANCIENT PATHS INSTITUTE • White Paper No. 8 • Moving in Power & Truth 

Ancient Paths Institute   —   Page 7 

NOW IS THE TIME. THE TIME IS NOW.  sin²t + cos²t = 1 
Public Domain | No Rights Reserved 

PART I 

The King’s Operational Triad 

1.  The Kingdom Advances in Power, Not in 
Performance 

Paul wrote his first letter to the Corinthian church in the middle of a culture that had every 

spiritual gift named in the New Testament operating in the assembly and almost none of the 

spiritual maturity the assembly required to carry them. They had tongues. They had prophecy. 

They had teachers. They had the wealthy patron and the gifted orator and the rhetorical contest 

of the ancient marketplace pressing in on every side. What they did not have was the difference 

between speech and power. They had begun to confuse the two. Paul wrote to correct them and, 

in correcting them, gave the body of Christ for the next two thousand years one of the cleanest 

definitions of the kingdom’s actual nature anyone has put on paper. 

“For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power.” — 1 Corinthians 4:20, 

NKJV 

The Greek is sharper than the English. The word translated “word” is <logos> — not merely 

speech, but reasoned discourse, the polished argument, the rhetorical structure that the 

Corinthian culture prized above almost everything else. The word translated “power” is 

<dunamis> — capacity, force, demonstrated effect; the same word the gospels use for the miracles 

the Lord performed and Acts uses for what came on the disciples at Pentecost. Paul is not 

contrasting a worse kind of speech with a better kind of speech. He is contrasting the entire 

category of speech — however excellent — with the entire category of demonstrated divine effect. 

The kingdom does not consist in the first. It consists in the second. 

Paul had already said the same thing one chapter earlier in different words. He had come to 

Corinth, he reminded them, not with excellence of speech or wisdom, declaring the testimony of 

God, and his speech and his preaching had not been with persuasive words of human wisdom, but 

in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, “that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men 

but in the power of God” (1 Corinthians 2:1–5, NKJV). The Greek phrase Paul chose — <en 

apodeixei pneumatos kai dunameos> — is a technical phrase drawn from the rhetorical schools 

of his day, where it referred to the proof that closed an argument. Paul takes the term the orators 

used for their strongest verbal demonstration and assigns it to something the orators could not 

produce: the visible operation of the Spirit and the demonstrated power of God. The kingdom’s 

proof is not what the kingdom’s ambassadors say. It is what the kingdom’s ambassadors do in the 

Spirit and what the King Himself does through them. 

1.1  What Power Is Not 



ANCIENT PATHS INSTITUTE • White Paper No. 8 • Moving in Power & Truth 

Ancient Paths Institute   —   Page 8 

NOW IS THE TIME. THE TIME IS NOW.  sin²t + cos²t = 1 
Public Domain | No Rights Reserved 

The body has lost the meaning of the word the New Testament uses. “Power” in the Western 

religious imagination has been reduced to the felt intensity of an emotional experience, the size 

of a crowd, the polish of a production, the volume of a sound system, the prominence of a platform, 

or the metrics by which a ministry measures its own reach. None of these is what Paul meant. 

None of these is what the gospel writers meant when they used the same word for what flowed out 

of the Lord and made the woman with the issue of blood whole. None of these is what Luke meant 

when he wrote that the disciples would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them and 

would be witnesses to the ends of the earth. 

Power, in the New Testament’s actual usage, is the demonstrated effect of the King’s authority 

operating through His servants in the world He has placed them in. It is the hurting man in the 

marketplace who is healed when an ordinary saint, prompted by the Spirit, walks across the street 

and prays for him. It is the woman on the verge of suicide who never told a soul and is met by a 

stranger in a coffee shop who says the one sentence she needed to hear because the Spirit gave 

him the sentence to say. It is the addict in the recovery group who is delivered when a believer 

with no platform and no title prays a prayer that does what twenty years of meetings could not do. 

It is the boldness in the courtroom, the word in the workplace, the embrace in the hospital 

corridor, the testimony in the prison cell. It is not loud. It is not photographed. It is not always 

recognized. It is the kingdom of the King moving through His people into the world He died to 

redeem, and it is what the apostolic body called the gospel’s actual visible operation. 

Volume is not power. Polish is not power. Reach is not power. Influence is not power. None of the 

four metrics by which the Western church has measured itself for forty years is the metric the New 

Testament uses. The metric the New Testament uses is whether saints are functioning as ministers 

in the world the King has assigned them — in their homes, their workplaces, their streets, their 

neighborhoods, their friendships, the rooms the King has placed them in for the precise purpose 

of advancing what they have been entrusted with. Where saints are functioning that way, the 

kingdom is advancing in power. Where they are not, every other metric is the polish on a vehicle 

that is not moving. 

1.2  Power Is for Advance 

The Greek verb the New Testament uses for the kingdom’s movement against the gates of hell is 

military, not pastoral. The Lord Himself said that He would build His church and the gates of 

Hades would not prevail against it (Matthew 16:18). Gates do not advance. Gates are stationary. 

The picture is not a defensive church standing under siege; it is an advancing army pressing 

against the gates of the enemy’s own city and pulling them off their hinges. Paul picks up the same 

military vocabulary in 2 Corinthians 10, where he describes the saints’ weapons as “mighty in God 

for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself 

against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ” (2 

Corinthians 10:4–5, NKJV). The vocabulary is one of demolition and capture, of advancing forces 

and conquered territory. 
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“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the 

weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down 

strongholds.” — 2 Corinthians 10:3–4, NKJV 

This is not metaphor decorating a tame reality. Paul means what he writes. The body of Christ has 

been given weapons — the Word, the Spirit, the prayer of the saints, the gifts of the body, the 

boldness that comes from the closet — and those weapons are mighty for the demolition of 

strongholds. A stronghold is a fortified place the enemy has built and held. The neighborhood that 

has not seen a converted household in fifty years is a stronghold. The workplace where addiction 

and despair have an entrenched position is a stronghold. The family line that has carried a 

particular bondage across four generations is a stronghold. The university campus where the 

enemy has trained a generation to despise the gospel is a stronghold. None of those strongholds 

is dismantled by the polished service in the building down the road. They are dismantled by saints 

who have been forged in the closet, anchored in the Word, set on fire by the Spirit, and sent into 

the strongholds themselves with weapons the enemy did not anticipate and cannot withstand. 

The body does not yield ground. This is the structural posture of the apostolic mind that the 

Western body has largely forgotten. The first-century church did not say of the rooms the enemy 

held, “That place is dark, the enemy has it, let us go somewhere lighter.” They went into the dark 

places carrying the kingdom and the rooms changed. They went into the synagogues that were 

resisting them, the marketplaces that mocked them, the prisons that chained them, the courts 

that judged them, the cities that rioted against them, the empires that crucified them — and the 

kingdom advanced through every one of those settings because the saints who carried it were not 

asking permission to enter; they were carrying the King’s authority into rooms the King had 

assigned them. This is the operational disposition the present paper is calling the body back to. 

1.3  Power and Hardship 

The institute has been careful in earlier papers not to romanticize either the first century or the 

persecuted church, and the same care applies to the discussion of power. Power in the apostolic 

body did not produce a life without hardship. It produced a life in which the hardship became the 

means of the kingdom’s advance rather than the reason for its retreat. Paul’s own ministry is the 

standing illustration. He was stoned, beaten, shipwrecked, imprisoned, slandered, opposed, 

abandoned, and finally executed; he carried weakness in his flesh that the Lord did not remove 

despite his asking; and through every one of those circumstances the kingdom advanced through 

him into territory it had not yet reached. The hardships were not the kingdom’s defeat. They were 

the path the kingdom took to its appointed destination. 

“We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not 

in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed — 

always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of 

Jesus also may be manifested in our body.” — 2 Corinthians 4:8–10, NKJV 
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The Western body has tended to read kingdom power as the absence of hardship and to interpret 

hardship as evidence that something has gone wrong. The apostolic body did not read it that way. 

It read hardship as the ordinary climate in which the kingdom advances and the cross as the shape 

every advancing saint carries through every door the King opens. The saint who has been forged 

in the Word, the Spirit, and the Secret Place is not promised an easier life. He is promised a life in 

which the hardship becomes the visible occasion for the kingdom’s power to be seen — the prison 

that becomes the platform, the suffering that becomes the witness, the loss that becomes the open 

door. This is not a softer doctrine of power. It is the actual New Testament doctrine of power, and 

it is one of the reasons the modern triumphalist version of the charismatic stream has produced 

so much wreckage. Triumphalism without the cross is not the kingdom’s power. It is a counterfeit 

the present paper will name in Part II. 

Power is not the absence of hardship. It is the visible advance of the King’s 

kingdom through saints in whom the cross has done its work. The first-

century body had both. The bride the King is forging in this hour will have 

both. 
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2.  The Word as Anchor and Authority 

The first leg of the triad is the Word. The Word is the anchor that keeps the saint grounded in 

truth, the guardrail that keeps the Spirit from being confused with emotion, and the legal 

authority by which the saint moves against the enemy in the King’s name. The Western body has, 

in measurable ways, retained the Word — the Bibles are on the shelves, the verses are on the 

screens, the sermons are preached, the books are written. But the Word as it functioned in the 

apostolic body is not the Word as it functions in much of the present body. The apostolic body did 

not merely possess the Word. They were governed by it, soaked in it, anchored to it, and armed 

with it. The present paper recovers the Word in its operational function, not merely its possessed 

presence. 

“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 

sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and 

marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” — Hebrews 

4:12, NKJV 

2.1  The Word as Anchor 

The author of Hebrews calls the believer’s hope “the anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast” 

(Hebrews 6:19, NKJV), and the metaphor is precise. An anchor is what holds a vessel in place 

when the wind rises. The vessel without an anchor moves with whatever current is strongest in 

the moment. The vessel with an anchor stays where it has been set, however the wind blows. The 

saint without the Word is the vessel without the anchor. He may move in the right direction for a 

season when the current happens to be running in the right direction. He will move in the wrong 

direction the moment the current shifts. The saint with the Word does not move with the current. 

He stays where the King has set him, and the current must move around him. 

This is not a theoretical matter. The present hour is full of currents that move strongly and in 

many directions. Cultural currents shift the church’s vocabulary, its priorities, its sense of what is 

urgent and what is acceptable. Emotional currents run through the body wherever the Spirit is 

moving freely, and the body that cannot tell the difference between an emotional current and the 

Spirit’s actual leading will be carried into places the Spirit did not send it. Theological currents 

run through the Western church on every contested question, and the body that does not have the 

Word as its anchor will be moved by whichever theologian is most persuasive in a given decade. 

The Word is what holds the saint in place when the currents are strong. Take away the anchor and 

the saint becomes a vessel with a sail and no keel — fast, visible, mobile, and headed for whichever 

rocks the wind is currently blowing toward. 

2.2  The Word as Guardrail for the Spirit 

The Word’s second operational function is to serve as the guardrail by which the Spirit’s leading 

is tested. The Holy Spirit does not contradict the Word He Himself inspired. He does not lead the 
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saint into what the Word forbids. He does not tell one saint to do what He has explicitly 

commanded another saint not to do. He does not contradict, in private prophetic utterance, what 

He has settled in public canonical revelation. The saint who has been formed in the Word can tell 

the difference between the Spirit’s actual leading and the emotional surge that imitates it. The 

saint who has not been formed in the Word cannot, and he will, sooner or later, attribute to the 

Spirit something the Spirit had nothing to do with. 

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of 

God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.” — 1 John 4:1, 

NKJV 

John’s command is not pastoral suggestion. It is apostolic order. Every spirit is to be tested. Every 

prophetic utterance is to be weighed (1 Corinthians 14:29; 1 Thessalonians 5:19–21). Every leading 

is to be examined against the Word. This is not the cessationist suspicion that quenches the Spirit 

on principle, which the institute addressed in White Paper No. 5 and will address again in Section 

7 of the present paper. It is the apostolic discipline that lets the Spirit move freely and tests every 

movement against the canon the Spirit Himself wrote. The two are not in tension. The Spirit 

Himself wants His leading tested, because the testing is what protects the body from the 

counterfeits that operate in His name without His leave. 

The Word, in this function, is not the enemy of the Spirit but the guardrail within which the Spirit 

moves freely. The Spirit does not chafe at the Word. He authored it. He delights in it. He moves 

the saint deeper into it. The saint who has been led by the Spirit into the Word, week after week 

and year after year, develops over time a kind of instinctive recognition of the Spirit’s actual voice 

— the voice that sounds like the Word he has been soaked in, the voice that asks of him only what 

the Word has already authorized the Spirit to ask. The saint who has not been soaked in the Word 

does not have this instinct. He has, instead, a set of emotional reflexes that he confuses with the 

Spirit’s voice, and he will follow those reflexes into places the Word would have warned him away 

from if he had known the Word well enough to be warned. 

2.3  The Word as Authority 

The Word’s third operational function is to serve as the legal authority by which the saint moves 

against the enemy in the King’s name. This is the function the Lord Himself modeled in the 

wilderness, and the precedent is decisive. When the enemy tempted Him in the wilderness for 

forty days, the Lord did not answer with His own divine authority — which He possessed in full — 

nor with any direct exercise of power. He answered with the Word, three times, citing 

Deuteronomy in three successive scenes: 

“It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

proceeds from the mouth of God.’” — Matthew 4:4, NKJV 

“It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God.’” — Matthew 4:7, 

NKJV 
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“Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your 

God, and Him only you shall serve.’” — Matthew 4:10, NKJV 

The Lord, who could have ended the temptation with a sentence of His own composition, instead 

modeled for His disciples the precise method by which every saint after Him would resist the 

enemy: the application of the written Word to the specific lie being pressed at the moment. The 

enemy left. He did not leave because of the Lord’s personality or charisma or even because of who 

the Lord was. He left because the Word was applied against him, and the enemy has no 

operational answer to the Word the Spirit Himself inspired. This is the pattern for every saint. 

The Word is the sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:17), and the saint who has been formed in it 

carries an authority the enemy is structurally unable to withstand. 

The same pattern operates throughout the Lord’s ministry. When the Pharisees questioned His 

authority, He returned to the Word — “Have you not read?” became His standing question 

(Matthew 12:3, 5; 19:4; 22:31). When His own disciples were slow to understand, He opened the 

Scriptures to them (Luke 24:27, 32, 45). When He healed and the religious establishment 

objected, He returned to the Word to justify what He had done. The Lord, who was Himself the 

Word made flesh, governed His own ministry by the written Word He had inspired. The body that 

does not govern its ministry the same way has departed from the pattern its Lord modeled. The 

Word is not optional for the saint who advances the kingdom. It is the authority by which the 

kingdom is advanced. 

2.4  The Operational Discipline 

The Word, in its three operational functions — anchor, guardrail, authority — must be in the saint, 

not merely on his shelf. There is a difference between a saint who has read the Bible and a saint 

who has been read by it; between a saint who knows what the Bible says and a saint into whom 

the Bible has been worked; between a saint who can quote a verse when asked and a saint to whom 

the verse comes unbidden when the moment calls for it. The first kind of saint has information. 

The second kind of saint has formation. The first can pass a doctrinal exam. The second can stand 

in the room when the wind rises and remain where the King set him. 

This formation does not happen by attending sermons. Sermons are good, when they are biblical 

and the shepherd has prepared them in fear of the Lord. They are not a substitute for the saint’s 

own ingestion of the Word. The saint who has been formed in the Word has read it himself, slowly, 

repeatedly, over years; has wrestled with passages he could not understand and waited until the 

Spirit gave him understanding; has memorized portions of it deliberately because he wanted them 

present in his mind when he had no Bible at hand; has prayed through it, sung it, written it on his 

walls, and lived inside it long enough that its categories have become his categories and its 

vocabulary his vocabulary. This is the kind of saint the apostolic body produced as a matter of 

course. It is the kind of saint the modern Western body has produced as the rare exception. The 

present paper calls the saint, the household, and the gathering back to the discipline that produced 

the apostolic kind. 
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The Word in the saint is the anchor that holds him, the guardrail that 

protects him, and the authority by which he moves. Possession of a Bible is 

not the same as formation by it. The body the King is forging in this hour is 

being read by the Word, not merely reading it. 
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3.  The Spirit as the Power of Advance 

The second leg of the triad is the Spirit. The Lord ascended on high, led captivity captive, and sent 

His Spirit to the body He had purchased with His own blood. The Spirit’s presence in the body is 

not decorative. It is operational. He is the rocket fuel and the jet pack strapped to the back of every 

saint who walks out of the gathering and into the world the King has assigned him. Without Him, 

the saint may have the Word, may have the closet, may have every other resource the New 

Testament names, and will still produce a kind of ministry that is, in measurable terms, 

indistinguishable from the moral effort of a serious man. With Him, the same saint becomes the 

means by which the kingdom advances visibly into rooms the kingdom had not previously 

reached. 

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 

shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

end of the earth.” — Acts 1:8, NKJV 

The Lord’s last recorded words before His ascension establish the operational sequence the 

apostolic body inherited. They were not to begin the kingdom’s advance on their own resources, 

however gifted, however trained, however zealous. They were to wait — in Jerusalem, in the upper 

room, in prayer — until the Spirit came. Only after the Spirit came were they to go. The waiting 

was not a pious delay. It was the operational precondition the Lord Himself set. The body that 

began moving without the Spirit was the body that would produce noise without effect; the body 

that waited for the Spirit and then moved was the body that turned the Roman world upside down 

within a generation. The sequence is not negotiable. It has not been amended. It still governs the 

saint who advances the kingdom in the present hour. 

3.1  The Gifts Are for the Advance 

The gifts the Spirit distributes — prophecy, healing, deliverance, words of knowledge, words of 

wisdom, discernment, tongues, interpretation, and the rest of what 1 Corinthians 12 and Romans 

12 and Ephesians 4 name — are operational equipment, not decorative possession. They are not 

given to be cherished in a Sunday service and put away in the saint’s pocket on Monday morning. 

They are given so the saint will train, will boot-camp, will go out, and will use them in the war the 

King has called him to. The body that has the gifts and does not use them outside the building has 

fundamentally misread what the gifts were given for. The gifts were given for the advance. The 

advance happens outside the building. The gifts are therefore meant to operate outside the 

building. 

This is the structural correction the institute has been pressing across the series. White Paper No. 

3 named how the gifts operate inside the gathering. White Paper No. 5 named how the fivefold 

offices distribute the gifts across the body for the equipping of the saints. The present paper names 

what happens after the equipping: the equipped saint walks out of the gathering with the gifts and 

uses them in the marketplace, the workplace, the home, the school, the hospital, the prison, the 
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dorm room, the street — wherever the Spirit assigns the saint. The young woman whose prophetic 

gift was identified in the gathering does not save it for the next gathering. She uses it on Tuesday 

when the unbelieving co-worker mentions a problem she could not have known about and the 

Spirit gives her one sentence that changes the conversation. The brother whose deliverance gift 

surfaced in prayer does not wait for the next prayer service. He uses it when the addicted neighbor 

comes over for coffee and the Spirit prompts him to pray. The teenager whose teaching gift was 

recognized in Scripture sharing does not reserve it for the youth ministry. He uses it in the dorm 

Bible study he leads on Wednesdays. 

The gathering is the equipping floor. The world is the battlefield. The institute named this in White 

Paper No. 3, Section 7.4, and the principle holds with force here. The fivefold equips. The saints 

minister. The kingdom advances. Any model in which the gifts are deployed only inside the 

building has reversed the New Testament structure and produced a body of consumers rather 

than ministers. The recovery of the operational triad is therefore inseparable from the recovery of 

the saint’s actual function: gifts identified, gifts drawn out, gifts deployed in the world. 

3.2  Spirit-Led, Not Emotion-Led 

The Spirit’s leading is not the emotional surge it is often confused with. This must be named 

directly because the confusion has produced significant damage in the charismatic stream and 

significant suspicion in the streams that watch the charismatic stream. The Spirit leads through a 

combination of inward witness, scriptural confirmation, providential circumstance, the counsel 

of the body, and the peace that surpasses understanding (Romans 8:14, 16; Acts 13:2; 15:28; 16:6–

10; Philippians 4:7; Colossians 3:15). He does not lead by the loudest emotion in the room. He 

does not lead by the impulse that feels most exciting in the moment. He does not lead by the path 

that flatters the saint’s preferences or amplifies his platform. 

The mature saint, over time, develops the capacity to distinguish the Spirit’s actual leading from 

the emotional currents that imitate it. This capacity is not a gift one acquires by attending more 

services. It is forged by repeated experience of obeying what one believed to be the Spirit’s leading, 

watching the fruit, adjusting, returning to the Word, and trying again — over years. The institute 

does not flatten this complexity. The young saint who has been newly filled with the Spirit and 

prophesies with great freedom is doing what the New Testament describes; he is also at risk of 

mistaking the next emotional surge for the Spirit’s voice. The shepherds and elders around him 

bear responsibility to help him learn the difference. The Word is the standing reference. The fruit, 

over time, is the confirmation. Both must be present, and the saint who short-circuits either has 

misread the apostolic pattern. 

“Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies. Test all things; hold fast 

what is good.” — 1 Thessalonians 5:19–21, NKJV 

Paul’s sequence is decisive and is structurally inseparable. He commands the Thessalonians not 

to quench the Spirit — the cessationist error — and in the same breath commands them to test all 

things — the corrective against charismatic excess. The body that obeys the first command without 
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the second produces the inflation stream. The body that obeys the second without the first 

produces the desiccated stream. The body that obeys both produces what Paul wrote the letter to 

produce: saints who are bold to let the Spirit move and disciplined to test what He has said, ready 

to hold fast to what is good and discard what is not. The two commands operate as one. They are 

the apostolic guardrail by which the Spirit’s genuine voice is preserved and the counterfeit voices 

are rejected. 

3.3  Bold, Advancing, Unyielding 

The Spirit produces in the saint a particular disposition the New Testament names repeatedly: 

boldness. The Greek word is <parresia> — frank, open, courageous speech and action, the 

willingness to say what must be said and do what must be done without regard for the cost. It is 

what came on the disciples in Acts 4 when they had been threatened by the Sanhedrin and went 

back to their company and prayed not for safety but for boldness: 

“Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all 

boldness they may speak Your word, by stretching out Your hand to heal, and 

that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant 

Jesus.” — Acts 4:29–30, NKJV 

They did not pray for protection. They prayed for boldness, and for the Lord to stretch out His 

hand in healing, signs, and wonders. The answer came immediately: the place was shaken where 

they were assembled together; they were all filled with the Holy Spirit; and they spoke the word 

of God with boldness (Acts 4:31). This is the apostolic disposition. It is not aggressive. It is not 

arrogant. It is not the swagger of a man who confuses his confidence with the King’s authority. It 

is the steady, unyielding courage of a saint who has met the Lord, has been filled with His Spirit, 

knows the authority he carries, and refuses to be intimidated into silence by powers that have 

already been defeated at the cross. 

This is the disposition the apostolic body operated by. They did not yield ground to the enemy. 

They charged into the rooms the enemy held, carrying the kingdom. The book of Acts is, in 

operational terms, the record of one bold advance after another — into the temple courts where 

the religious establishment had silenced them, into the marketplaces where the philosophers 

mocked them, into the prisons where the magistrates chained them, into the household of Caesar 

itself where the empire had assumed it was beyond their reach. None of those rooms remained as 

it was. The kingdom advanced into every one of them, and the rooms changed. The disposition 

that did this was not natural. It was the boldness the Spirit gave when the saints had prayed for it 

and the Lord had answered. 

3.4  The Two Primary Operations of the Spirit’s Power 

The Spirit’s power is not abstract, and it is not merely an interior felt sense in the believer. It is 

operational, and it becomes visible through two primary channels the New Testament names and 

the apostolic body relied on. The first is the conviction of sin that leads to true repentance and the 
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radical transformation of a human life. The second is signs and wonders — healings, miracles, and 

the supernatural events that cannot be attributed to any cause other than the direct hand of God. 

Both operations are the Spirit’s. Both are commanded in Scripture. Both have been documented 

continuously across the centuries wherever the apostolic body has been free to operate. Both are 

present, in measurable terms, in the persecuted and Global South church today. The body that 

has the Spirit and sees neither operation in any meaningful volume has, in operational terms, the 

form of godliness without the power of it (2 Timothy 3:5). The body the King is forging carries 

both. 

3.4.1  The First Operation: Conviction, Repentance, and the Radical 
Transformation of a Life 

The Lord, in His final discourse to the disciples before the cross, named the Spirit’s first 

operational ministry in the world directly: 

“And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, 

and of judgment.” — John 16:8, NKJV 

This is the Spirit’s standing work in every region of the earth where He moves: He convicts. He 

does not merely inform. He does not merely teach. He brings to bear, on the conscience of a man 

or woman, the weight of sin against a holy God in a way that the natural conscience left to itself 

does not produce. The conviction is specific. It names actual sins, not generic guilt. It names actual 

idols, not abstract spiritual problems. It names actual relational ruptures, actual sexual sins, 

actual pride, actual unforgiveness, actual addictions — the precise wounds and rebellions the 

individual is carrying. The conviction is the Spirit’s, and it leads, when received, to the response 

Scripture calls repentance: the specific turning from the named sin, the confession of it to the 

Father, the receiving of His forgiveness through the blood of the Son, and the beginning of the 

long work of transformation the Spirit then carries out in the saint. 

The transformation that follows is the operational evidence of the first power. It is what Paul 

described when he wrote to the Corinthians, who had been thieves, drunkards, fornicators, 

idolaters, and the rest of the catalog he names: “And such were some of you. But you were washed, 

but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of 

our God” (1 Corinthians 6:11, NKJV). The past tense governs the sentence. Such were. They are 

not what they were. The Spirit changed them. The change is documented, particular, and ongoing. 

The new convert who has been delivered from addiction. The man who has been delivered from 

the rage that destroyed his marriage. The woman who has been delivered from the sexual 

brokenness that defined her youth. The young person who has been delivered from the suicidal 

despair that the surrounding culture could not address. The hardened criminal who has been 

delivered from the violence that defined him. The professional who has been delivered from the 

materialism that consumed his thirties. The relational restorations — marriages saved, fathers 

reconciled to children, brothers reconciled across decades of estrangement, prodigals returned. 

The slow but unmistakable conformation of the saint to the peace, love, joy, and visible blessing 

the Lord called the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22–23). 
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The transformation is rarely instantaneous in its entirety, and the institute is careful to name this 

against the triumphalist counterfeit Section 7 has already addressed. There are saints who have 

been delivered from a single specific bondage in a single moment of prayer, and the deliverance 

has held. The institute does not deny this; it has witnessed it. But the more common pattern is the 

pattern the Lord Himself described in His parables: the kingdom that comes in like a seed and 

grows in the field, the leaven that works its way through the dough, the layer-by-layer disclosure 

of a life being made whole. The transformation unfolds. The first layer of addiction comes off; 

underneath it is the wound the addiction was medicating; underneath the wound is the lie about 

the Father that the wound was teaching; underneath the lie is the orphan disposition the lie was 

protecting. The Spirit takes each layer in its turn. The saint cooperates. The transformation, traced 

over months and years rather than days, is unmistakable to anyone who has known the saint long 

enough to see the trajectory. 

This first operation of the Spirit is the operation the Western body still recognizes, at least in 

principle, and the operation the gospel-preaching tradition has historically emphasized. The 

institute commends what the body has retained on this point. But two qualifications are 

necessary. The conviction-and-transformation operation is not optional or peripheral to the 

Spirit’s power; it is one of the two channels through which His power becomes visible in the world, 

and a body that produces conversions without the deep work of transformation has produced 

what Scripture calls converts, not disciples (Matthew 28:19–20). And the conviction-and-

transformation operation operates inseparably from the second operation the next section names; 

the apostolic body did not separate them, and any body that retains the first while denying the 

second has, in measurable ways, severed what the Lord joined. 

3.4.2  The Second Operation: Signs and Wonders 

The second operation of the Spirit’s power is the visible category the Western body has been most 

reluctant to name in operational terms: signs and wonders. Physical healings. Deliverances. The 

supernatural events that the surrounding world cannot account for by any natural cause and that 

bear witness, by their occurrence, to the King whose Spirit produced them. This was not an 

occasional feature of the apostolic body’s ministry. It was the standing climate. Luke records of 

the early Jerusalem church that “fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were 

done through the apostles” (Acts 2:43, NKJV). The pattern persists across Acts: Peter and John 

at the Beautiful Gate (Acts 3); Philip in Samaria (Acts 8:6–7); Peter at Lydda and Joppa (Acts 

9:32–43); Paul on Cyprus (Acts 13:11); Paul at Lystra (Acts 14:8–10); Paul at Ephesus where 

extraordinary miracles flowed even through cloths that had touched his body (Acts 19:11–12); Paul 

at Malta (Acts 28:8–9). The signs and wonders are not decorative. They are the visible signature 

the Spirit places on the kingdom’s advance, and they are inseparable from the Lord’s own 

commission: 

“And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out 

demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if 
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they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands 

on the sick, and they will recover.” — Mark 16:17–18, NKJV 

The categories the Spirit operates in are broad. Physical healings are the most visible and 

measurable, and for that reason the most evidentially weighty. The cancer that disappears 

between the scan and the follow-up scan, with the medical records in hand. The paralysis lifted. 

The blindness restored. The chronic illness that ends. The hearing returned. The institute is not 

flattening the discernment that any specific testimony requires; healings have been overclaimed 

in the inflation stream the institute named in Section 7, and the discipline of verification is the 

institute’s standing posture. But the documented cases that survive serious verification — of which 

there are many, in every region where the body has operated freely — are sufficient to establish 

that the Spirit is healing today in the same operational category He healed in Acts. Internal and 

emotional healings are the second category: the trauma that no longer governs the saint, the fear 

that lifts, the depression that ends, the panic disorder that releases its grip, the post-traumatic 

disturbance that resolves in a way no clinician can account for. General miracles and supernatural 

events are the third: the provision that arrives in answer to a specific prayer in a way no probability 

accounts for, the protection from physical danger that the saint can name in retrospect, the divine 

appointments that cannot be coincidence, the dreams and visions the Spirit gives in cultures 

where dreams are how He speaks. All of these are signs and wonders. All of them are the Spirit’s. 

All of them are happening, in significant volume, somewhere on the earth at every moment of the 

present hour. 

3.4.3  The Faith-Receptiveness Correlation and Mark 6:5–6 

The signs and wonders do not appear in equal frequency in every region of the earth, and the 

institute names directly why. The pattern is established in the gospel record itself. The Lord came 

to His own hometown, taught in their synagogue, and was rejected by men who knew Him as the 

carpenter’s son and could not see in Him what He had come to give them. Mark records the result 

with a sobriety that the modern Western reader ought to sit with: 

“Now He could do no mighty work there, except that He laid His hands on a few 

sick people and healed them. And He marveled because of their unbelief.” — 

Mark 6:5–6, NKJV 

The text is structurally decisive. The Lord, who is the Word made flesh, the Son in whom all 

authority in heaven and on earth was vested, the One in whom the Spirit dwelt without measure 

— <could not> do many mighty works in Nazareth. The reason was not deficient power on His 

side. The reason was the unbelief on theirs. Faith is the receiving framework through which the 

Spirit’s operational power becomes visible in a particular place, and where the faith is absent or 

actively obstructed, the works that would have flowed are quenched. This is not the prosperity-

gospel error that blames the sick saint for his lack of faith — the institute named that error in 

Section 7.2 and rejects it firmly. It is the structural observation the gospels themselves make: the 

volume of the Spirit’s manifest works in a particular place corresponds, in significant measure, to 
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the receptiveness of the saints and the surrounding population to the realities the Spirit operates 

in. 

This is the institute’s settled reading of the global pattern the body now observes. In the regions 

of the earth where the cultural framework retains an active sense of the spiritual world — sub-

Saharan Africa, South America, Southeast Asia, the Middle East, the unreached peoples of Central 

Asia, the Chinese house-church networks, the Iranian underground — healings, deliverances, 

dreams of Jesus, prophetic words, and documented miracles are happening at a volume that 

conservative missiological literature has been documenting for fifty years and that academic 

studies have begun, in the last twenty years, to engage with seriousness. The body in these regions 

believes the Spirit operates the way the New Testament says He operates. The Spirit operates the 

way the body believes. The fruit follows. 

The Western body — the United States, Europe, the parts of the developed world that have 

inherited the post-Enlightenment frame the institute has named in earlier papers — has been 

catechized for three hundred years in a worldview that excluded the spiritual world by 

methodological commitment. The exclusion was not always conscious. It was inherited. The body 

that grew up inside the exclusion does not, in many cases, expect the Spirit to heal because the 

body does not, at a deeper level than its stated theology, believe He does. The deeper unbelief 

obstructs what the stated belief might otherwise have received. The Lord, who could not do many 

mighty works in Nazareth, can do them where the body expects Him to. The body that does not 

expect Him to has, in operational terms, made itself the Nazareth of the present hour, and the 

signs and wonders that flow in the Punjab and the Iranian house churches and the African revivals 

flow in the West at a fraction of the volume because the West, in measurable ways, no longer 

believes He will. 

This is not the institute’s judgment on the Western saint. It is the institute’s diagnosis of the 

inherited frame the Western saint is operating inside, and it is the standing call to recover what 

the frame has obstructed. The Iranian underground church and the African revivals are not 

exceptional; they are the operational norm wherever the apostolic body has been free to expect 

what the Lord has promised. The Western body that wants the operations back is not asking for a 

foreign thing. It is asking for the thing the body once had, that the surrounding worldview taught 

it not to expect, that the Spirit Himself is willing to give to any saint who asks Him for what the 

Word says He gives. 

3.4.4  Both Operations Together, Both for the Kingdom’s Advance 

The two operations are not in competition. They are two channels of one power, and they operate 

together in the apostolic body’s ministry. The same Spirit who convicts of sin also heals the sick. 

The same Spirit who transforms the addict also delivers the demonized. The same Spirit who 

reconciles the estranged also restores sight to the blind. The same Spirit who slowly conforms a 

life over years to the image of the Son also, in particular moments and at the appointed time, 

breaks into the natural order with the sudden visible miracle that bears witness to the King. The 
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body that recovers one operation without the other has truncated the Spirit’s ministry. The body 

that recovers both has the operational disposition the New Testament describes. 

The true power of the Holy Spirit is not, in the final analysis, an interior felt sense or a subjective 

spiritual experience. It is the moving of God Himself, through His Spirit, with great power and 

might, to transform lives that no human effort could have transformed, to heal bodies that no 

medicine could have healed, to restore families that no counseling could have restored, to deliver 

communities that no program could have delivered, and — in the appointed time and through the 

saints who have learned to carry both operations together — to transform nations. This is what 

the kingdom’s power looks like when it is fully operational. This is what every saint and every body 

in the present paper is being called back to. 

The Spirit operates in two primary channels: the conviction-and-

transformation that makes a saint over time, and the signs-and-wonders 

that bear visible witness to the King who is making him. Both are 

commanded. Both are documented. Both are present in significant volume 

somewhere on the earth right now. The body that wants both must ask for 

both, expect both, and operate in both. The body that wants neither has 

misread the New Testament. The body that wants only one has settled for 

half the inheritance the Lord purchased. 
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4.  The Secret Place as the Forge 

The third leg of the triad is the Secret Place — the saint’s personal, daily, intimate meeting with 

the Lord that no group gathering can substitute for and no shepherd can deliver on his behalf. The 

Western body has, in measurable ways, lost this. The body has not lost the gathering; the 

gathering, for all the structural problems the institute has named, is still happening every week in 

millions of buildings. The body has not lost the preaching; sermons are produced in greater 

volume and broader distribution than at any prior point in church history. The body has not lost 

worship; the worship industry produces more recorded music in a single year than the entire 

patristic era produced in five centuries. What the body has lost is the Secret Place — the saint 

alone with the Lord, daily, in a particular room, with a particular discipline, over years. The 

recovery of this leg is the most quietly urgent recovery the present paper is calling for, because it 

is the leg the other two cannot survive without. 

“But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your 

door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees 

in secret will reward you openly.” — Matthew 6:6, NKJV 

4.1  The Lord’s Own Pattern 

The Lord Himself modeled the Secret Place as the operational foundation of His ministry. The 

gospel writers note repeatedly that He withdrew — to mountains, to wilderness places, to solitary 

rooms, to the garden, and especially in the early hours before the day began — to pray alone with 

the Father. Mark notes that He rose a long while before daylight, went out, and departed to a 

solitary place where He prayed (Mark 1:35). Luke notes that He often withdrew into the 

wilderness and prayed (Luke 5:16). Matthew records that after dismissing the multitudes He went 

up on the mountain by Himself to pray, and when evening came He was alone there (Matthew 

14:23). Before He chose the twelve, He continued all night in prayer to God (Luke 6:12). Before 

the cross, He withdrew to Gethsemane and prayed three times in succession (Matthew 26:36–

46). 

Every visible moment of public ministry in the Lord’s life sits on a foundation of invisible private 

prayer. The miracles, the teaching, the confrontations with the religious establishment, the 

boldness in the temple, the calm in the storm, the words spoken with authority, the demons cast 

out — every one of these operates downstream of the Father-Son intimacy that was forged in the 

solitary places before the day began. The Lord did not borrow His authority from the room He 

had just spoken in. He carried it in from the room no one had seen Him in. The Secret Place is 

where the public authority is forged. 

This pattern is not unique to the Lord. The patriarchs walked with God in private encounters that 

shaped the public covenants. Moses spoke with the Lord face to face, as a man speaks to his friend 

(Exodus 33:11), and the visible glory of his face was the downstream effect of the invisible 

meetings on the mountain. Daniel’s influence in three successive empires sits on a foundation of 
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his window-open prayer practice three times a day, established in his youth and maintained at the 

cost of his life (Daniel 6:10). Paul’s apostolic authority was forged in three years of relative 

obscurity in Arabia after his conversion (Galatians 1:17–18), before the visible ministry of letters 

and church planting began. The pattern is canonical. The public output sits on the private 

foundation. There is no exception to this in Scripture. 

4.2  What the Secret Place Is 

The Secret Place is not a metaphor for thinking about God during one’s commute. It is not the 

moment of reflection between morning emails and the first meeting of the day. It is not the 

spiritual content one consumes through a podcast on the way to work. It is the saint alone with 

the Lord, in an actual room or place, with an actual discipline, over actual time, daily. The Lord’s 

own language in Matthew 6:6 is specific: a room, a shut door, a prayer to the Father, a reward 

seen in secret by Him. The specificity is not accidental. The room and the shut door are 

operational. They are how the saint shows the Lord and shows himself that this meeting is the 

meeting, that no other obligation is permitted to interrupt it, and that the time is set apart for the 

Father and no other purpose. 

The room may be a closet. It may be a particular chair in the early morning living room. It may be 

a rug in the corner of a bedroom. It may be the front porch before the household wakes, or the 

parked car in the lot before the workday begins, or the bench in the park where the saint has been 

meeting the Lord for years. The specific place is not the point. The point is that the saint has a 

place — a known, returned-to, daily place where the Lord is sought. Over time, the place takes on 

the weight of the meetings that have happened there. The saint who returns to the same place 

each morning finds, in time, that the place itself has become an altar. The peace that rests on it is 

not natural. It is what the Father deposits in the places where He has been met. 

The discipline is daily. The Lord’s pattern was not weekly. It was not seasonal. It was every day, 

and on the days that demanded the most public output, it was the discipline He intensified rather 

than abbreviated. Before the choosing of the twelve, He prayed all night. Before the cross, He 

prayed three times in succession in the garden. The principle is structural: the more the day 

requires of the saint, the more the saint must have drawn from the Father in the morning. The 

Western pattern of weekly church attendance with no daily Secret Place is the inversion of the 

apostolic pattern. The apostolic saint was daily in the closet and weekly in the gathering. The 

modern saint is, in many cases, weekly in the gathering and never in the closet. The kingdom does 

not advance from the second pattern. It cannot. The fuel runs out before the saint is two hours 

into the day. 

4.3  What the Secret Place Does 

The Secret Place does at least four things the saint cannot acquire any other way. First, it forges 

the intimacy with the Lord that is the foundation of every public function the saint exercises. The 

Lord taught His disciples to address God as Father, and the Father-child intimacy is not corporate. 
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It is personal. It is forged one closet at a time, one early morning at a time, one evening at a time, 

over the course of a saint’s lifetime. The saint who knows the Father intimately speaks of Him 

differently, fights for the kingdom differently, suffers loss differently, and faces the enemy 

differently than the saint who knows about the Father from the testimonies of others. The first 

saint has the resource the second does not, and no amount of group spirituality can substitute for 

what the first has acquired alone. 

Second, the Secret Place is where the saint’s repentance happens at the depth Scripture 

commands. The institute developed this at length in White Paper No. 6. Repentance is not the 

lifting of a hand at the close of a service. It is the specific, named turning from specific, named sin, 

before the Lord, with the Word as the standard and the Spirit as the convicter. This work cannot 

be done in a crowd. It is done alone, with the door shut, with the Word open, with no one present 

but the Father who sees in secret. The saint who has not been doing this work is, regardless of his 

external presentation, carrying unrepented sin that will, in time, surface and disclose itself. The 

collapse of the platform ministries the institute documented in White Paper No. 2 is, in 

operational terms, the consequence of platforms that were built without secret-place foundations 

underneath them. 

Third, the Secret Place is where the saint hears the Lord. The Holy Spirit does speak in the 

gathering, and the institute developed this at length in White Paper No. 3. He also speaks, with 

particular intimacy and detail, to the saint who has set time apart to hear Him. The specific 

assignments — “go and pray for that person,” “give this away,” “speak this word to your father,” 

“wait on this decision,” “leave this job,” “take this position,” “move to this city” — most often come 

in the closet, not the crowd. The saint who is not in the closet will not hear them. He will hear, 

instead, what the surrounding culture wants him to hear, what his own ambition presses on him, 

what his fears whisper, what the loudest voice in the gathering is currently saying. None of those 

is the Lord’s voice, and the saint who cannot tell the difference is operating on auto-pilot rather 

than on the King’s specific assignments. 

Fourth, the Secret Place is where the saint is changed. Paul wrote that beholding the glory of the 

Lord as in a mirror, the saint is being transformed into the same image from glory to glory by the 

Spirit of the Lord (2 Corinthians 3:18). The beholding is the agent of transformation. The saint 

who beholds the Lord daily — in the Word, in prayer, in worship, in waiting — is being conformed 

to the Lord’s image at a rate the saint who does not behold cannot match. This is not subjective. 

It is observable. The saint who has been in the closet daily for years carries a presence others can 

recognize without being able to name. The Word the institute used in the opening dictation — that 

those with the discernment can see it on a saint’s countenance, and that the world doesn’t know 

what to call it but is drawn to it — is the apostolic observation Paul put in the language of 2 

Corinthians 3. The world saw it on Moses’ face when he came down the mountain. The world has 

seen it on every saint since who has spent the time the Lord requires. 
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“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, 

are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the 

Spirit of the Lord.” — 2 Corinthians 3:18, NKJV 

4.4  The Holy of Holies, Now Open 

The Hebrew Scriptures contained a Holy of Holies in which only the high priest could enter, and 

only once a year, and only with blood. The Lord, in His own death, rent the veil from top to bottom 

and gave every saint access to the throne of grace as a matter of standing covenant right (Matthew 

27:51; Hebrews 4:14–16; 10:19–22). The Secret Place is, in operational terms, the saint’s exercise 

of the access the Lord purchased. The closet is a Holy of Holies. The rug in the corner of the room 

is a Holy of Holies. The chair in the early morning is a Holy of Holies. The Father is enthroned in 

them when the saint comes in covenant access through the blood of the Lord. This is not poetic 

flourish. It is the apostolic understanding of what is actually happening when a saint shuts the 

door and meets the Father. The throne is being approached. The access is being exercised. The 

covenant the Lord purchased is being used as He intended. 

The body that has not taught the saints to use this access has functionally returned them to the 

Levitical structure in which only the priest could approach — except that in the modern structure 

the “priest” is the senior pastor and the saints come once a week to a building that mimics the 

temple’s spatial divisions. The institute named this drift in White Paper No. 1. The recovery is not 

architectural. It is operational. The saint exercises his covenant access by walking into the closet, 

on his own initiative, every day, and meeting the Father at the throne the Lord opened for him. 

The body that recovers this exercise will recover a thousand other things downstream of it. The 

body that does not will continue to produce dependent saints who require the gathering to meet 

God for them and who, when the gathering fails them, have no other place to go. 

The Secret Place is the saint’s exercise of the covenant access the Lord 

purchased with His blood. The throne is open. The veil is torn. The Father 

is waiting in the closet. The saint who never walks in is the saint who never 

uses the inheritance he was given. 
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5.  Dry Up, Blow Up, Grow Up: The Three Together 

The triad is one fruit on three branches. Word, Spirit, and Secret Place are not three separable 

goods the saint may pursue individually and assemble at his convenience. They operate together 

or they collapse into their respective counterfeits. The dictation from which this paper was 

developed gave the diagnostic precisely: too much Word and not enough Spirit, you dry up; too 

much Spirit and no Word, you blow up; both together without the Secret Place, you ride someone 

else’s fire until the fuel runs out; all three together, you grow up. The present section names the 

structural reason this is so. 

5.1  Why Each Leg Requires the Other Two 

The Word, without the Spirit, becomes the letter that kills (2 Corinthians 3:6). The saint who has 

the Word but not the Spirit becomes the kind of religious figure the Lord most consistently 

confronted in the gospels — the Pharisee who knew the Scriptures, who memorized the Law, who 

tithed even the herbs of his garden, and who was, by the Lord’s own assessment, blind and dead. 

The Word in the hand of a saint without the Spirit produces accurate doctrine, sharp argument, 

and an ability to detect every error around him; it does not produce the kingdom’s advance into 

the world. The Word was not given to be possessed. It was given to be operationalized by the Spirit 

who inspired it, and the Spirit operationalizes it through saints who walk in Him. 

The Spirit, without the Word, becomes the untethered enthusiasm that the New Testament 

addresses in nearly every epistle. The Corinthian church had every gift but no apostolic order, and 

Paul spent fourteen chapters of a single letter correcting them. The Galatian church received the 

Spirit by faith and then attempted to be perfected by the flesh, and Paul wrote six chapters to call 

them back to the Word that had governed their conversion. The Thessalonian church confused 

the Spirit’s leading with whatever utterance happened in the gathering, and Paul commanded 

them to test all things and hold fast what is good. Every charismatic excess the New Testament 

addresses is the same structural error: the Spirit without the Word. The Spirit does not chafe at 

the Word. He authored it. The saint who runs from the Word in the name of the Spirit has not 

been led by the Spirit but by something else operating in His name. 

The Word and the Spirit together, without the Secret Place, produce the saint who is, for a season, 

indistinguishable from a saint who has all three. He preaches well, he prays in the Spirit, he carries 

the gifts, he is present in the gathering, he is encouraging to the brothers and sisters around him. 

What he does not have is a personal foundation. He is operating on the fuel of the gathering — the 

corporate worship, the shepherd’s teaching, the friendship of the body, the encouragement of 

those who walk alongside him. The fuel is real fuel; it has lifted him; it has carried him for months 

or years. But it is borrowed fuel. It is not his own. And when the Lord, in His mercy, removes the 

training wheels — which He will, in time, with every saint He intends to mature — the saint who 

has never learned to meet the Lord alone will fall. The shepherd may move. The friend may leave. 

The gathering may thin. The season of corporate enthusiasm may pass. When it does, the saint 
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without the Secret Place has nothing of his own to draw on, and the visible fruit he was producing 

in the strength of the borrowed fuel collapses with the fuel itself. 

5.2  The Three Counterfeits 

The structural failures produce three predictable counterfeits, and they have all been documented 

in the visible body of the present hour: 

Missing Leg Predictable Counterfeit 

Spirit (Word and Secret Place only) Dead orthodoxy. The saint who knows what 

the Word says, has prayed it privately for 

years, and has lost the actual leading of the 

Spirit. He becomes correct without being 

effective; sharp without being warm; right 

about doctrine and absent from the visible 

advance of the kingdom into the world the 

Word commanded him to enter. 

Word (Spirit and Secret Place only) Mystical excess. The saint who hears voices, 

follows impressions, prophesies freely, prays 

with extraordinary fluency, and has no 

anchor when the impressions contradict the 

apostolic Scripture. He becomes vulnerable 

to deception, untethered to correction, and at 

increasing odds with the body whose elders 

have the Word and are testing his utterances 

against it. 

Secret Place (Word and Spirit only) Borrowed fire. The saint who has the Word 

and the Spirit operating in him in the context 

of the gathering, and has never learned to 

meet the Lord alone. He is encouraged, 

equipped, even gifted; he is also running on a 

fuel he did not generate. When the Lord 

removes the borrowed fuel — which is the 

standard maturation process — he falls. The 

institute has watched this pattern across 

hundreds of testimonies in the recent 

shaking. It is the most overlooked of the 

three failures and, in operational terms, the 

most common. 

Each counterfeit is recognizable; each has appeared in significant volume in the present-day 

Western body; and each is structurally addressed by recovering the leg that was missing. The 
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dead-orthodoxy saint is healed by being filled with the Spirit and beginning to operate in the gifts 

he has long denied. The mystical-excess saint is healed by being driven back into the Word until 

its categories become his categories and he can recognize the difference between the Spirit’s actual 

voice and the impressions that imitate it. The borrowed-fire saint is healed by being driven into 

the closet, sometimes by circumstances that strip away the borrowed fuel until he has no choice 

but to seek the Lord alone or fall away entirely. The Lord, in His mercy, drives saints in each of 

these directions in the season of shaking the institute named in White Paper No. 4. The shaking 

is not punitive. It is corrective. The bride who emerges from it will be a bride who has, in 

measurable terms, the triad operating together. 

5.3  Grow Up 

Paul’s standing prayer for the bodies he planted is that they grow up. He prayed it for the 

Ephesians (Ephesians 4:14–16). He prayed it for the Colossians (Colossians 1:9–10). He 

commanded it of the Hebrews who had been believers long enough to be teachers and were still 

on milk (Hebrews 5:12–14). The growing up Paul prayed for is not the accumulation of religious 

experience. It is the formation of the saint into the fullness of the One who saved him. The triad 

is the means. The Word governs the saint’s mind, the Spirit moves through the saint’s body, the 

Secret Place forges the saint’s relationship with the Father — and the saint, operating in all three, 

grows up into Christ from glory to glory. 

“that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with 

every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of 

deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into 

Him who is the head — Christ.” — Ephesians 4:14–15, NKJV 

The body that has the triad operating together stops being tossed by every wind. It stops being 

deceived by every cunning argument. It stops collapsing every time a platform falls. It stops 

mistaking its enthusiasm for the Spirit and its information for the Word and its gatherings for the 

Secret Place. It grows up. The saints who carry the triad become, over time, the kind of saints the 

apostolic body produced as a matter of course — anchored, bold, intimate with the Father, present 

in the world, advancing the kingdom into rooms the platform-era body never reached. This is the 

bride the King is forging in the present hour. The triad is the operational means of her formation. 

Word, Spirit, and Secret Place are not three optional pursuits. They are 

one fruit on three branches. The saint who carries all three grows up. The 

saint who carries only two collapses into the predictable counterfeit the 

missing third would have prevented. The bride the King is forging carries 

all three. 
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PART II 

The Drifts and the Diagnosis 

6.  The Word Without the Spirit: The Desiccation 

The first of the three drifts is the body that has the Word and has, by deliberate doctrine, set aside 

the Spirit. The Western body produced this drift across two centuries of theological argument that 

arrived, by the early twentieth century, at a settled cessationist position in significant portions of 

the evangelical world. The position holds that the miraculous gifts — prophecy, tongues, healing, 

words of knowledge, and the rest of what the New Testament calls the gifts of the Spirit — ceased 

with the closing of the apostolic age and the completion of the canon. The saint, on this reading, 

has the Word; the gifts have done their work and are no longer operational; the Spirit’s present 

work is to illumine the Scripture, convict of sin, and sanctify the believer; the gifts of the 

Pentecostal sort are at best a misreading of the New Testament and at worst the operation of a 

different spirit. The institute is direct about the position’s sincerity. It is held by serious men, 

defended by serious arguments, and produced by saints who love the Word and want to protect it 

from the excesses they have observed in the streams that operate the gifts loudly. The institute 

also is direct about the position’s structural cost. It has produced a body that is, in measurable 

ways, dry. 

“He also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter 

but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” — 2 Corinthians 3:6, 

NKJV 

6.1  The Exegetical Question 

The cessationist case rests primarily on a particular reading of 1 Corinthians 13:8–10 — that 

prophecy, tongues, and knowledge will be done away when “that which is perfect has come.” The 

cessationist identifies “that which is perfect” with the completed canon of Scripture. The 

continuationist identifies it with the return of Christ. The exegetical weight, in the institute’s 

settled position established in White Paper No. 5, falls on the continuationist reading. The 

immediate context of 1 Corinthians 13 is the perfection of love and the saint’s knowledge moving 

from “in part” to “face to face,” and “knowing fully as I am fully known” — language Paul uses 

elsewhere of the saint’s consummated relationship with the Lord at His return, not of the saint’s 

relationship with a completed Bible. The institute does not flatten the cessationist case; it holds 

genuine exegetical complexity, and the institute has sat with that complexity carefully. The 

institute does, however, hold the continuationist reading as the more textually defensible one, and 

has documented the argument in White Paper No. 5. 

The structural fruit of the cessationist position confirms the institute’s reading. The bodies that 

have rigorously applied cessationism over the last century have produced, in many cases, the most 
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theologically careful saints in the Western body and have produced, in those same cases, almost 

no advance of the kingdom into the regions where the kingdom advances by the operation of the 

gifts: the unreached peoples, the demonized strongholds, the addiction-bound cities, the 

prophetic confrontations the Spirit assigns. The cessationist position cannot, on its own terms, 

plant a church in a region where the gospel has never been heard, because the operations the 

apostolic body relied on to plant such churches — healing, prophecy, deliverance, signs and 

wonders — have been theologically removed from the operational tool kit. The body that needs 

the gifts to advance into a region cannot advance into the region if the body believes the gifts are 

no longer given. 

6.2  The Operational Cost 

The desiccation produces several visible patterns. The first is over-cerebral discipleship. The body 

that has the Word and has functionally lost the Spirit becomes a body of saints who know what 

they believe, can defend it against opposing positions, and have very little experience of the Spirit’s 

direct operation in their daily lives. The discipleship is taught in classrooms, measured by content 

retention, and produces graduates who can pass exams and cannot identify when the Spirit is 

leading them across the room to a stranger who needs prayer. The second is the privatization of 

the gospel. The saint who has been formed without the operational gifts has nothing visible to 

offer the unbelieving neighbor beyond an invitation to hear a sermon. The third is the loss of 

confrontational power against the kingdom of darkness. The demonized are referred to mental-

health professionals, the addicted are referred to twelve-step programs, the depressed are referred 

to therapists, and the spiritually attacked are referred to no one because the structure does not 

recognize the category. These are not, by themselves, illegitimate referrals. Mental-health 

professionals, recovery programs, and therapists do real and helpful work. The problem is that 

the body has, in many cases, ceased to operate in any visible spiritual confrontation alongside 

those referrals. The kingdom of darkness has lost no territory because of the body that referred 

its wounded out and never engaged the spiritual root. 

The institute is being precise. The cessationist body has produced significant good. It has 

preserved the Word against drift, has trained careful pastors, has resisted the inflation excesses 

the next section will address, and has produced saints of genuine depth. None of that is being 

denied. What is being named is the structural cost the body pays when the Spirit’s operational 

gifts are theologically removed: a kingdom that does not advance into the regions where the gifts 

were the appointed means of advance, and saints who carry the Word without the operational 

power the Word itself prescribes. 

6.3  The Recovery 

The recovery is not difficult to describe and is theologically straightforward, but it is pastorally 

costly in bodies that have held the cessationist position for generations. The recovery is the 

willingness, on the basis of the Word itself, to ask the Lord for the gifts the Word describes, to 

obey when He gives them, and to operate in them under the order the apostolic body modeled. 
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Saints in cessationist bodies have, in growing numbers across the last twenty years, made this 

transition. They have not abandoned the Word. They have not adopted the excesses of the 

inflation stream. They have returned to the Word’s own description of the Spirit’s operations, 

asked the Lord for what the Word describes, and been given it. The witness of these saints is the 

standing answer to the cessationist case. The body that asked the Lord for the gifts on the basis of 

the Word received them, and the kingdom advanced through the body in ways the body had not 

previously seen. 

The Word without the Spirit dries up. The recovery is not the abandonment 

of the Word but the obedience of the Word’s own command to ask the Lord 

for the operations it prescribes. The body that does this remains anchored 

and gains the power it had been missing. 
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7.  The Spirit Without the Word: The Untethering 

The second drift is the mirror image of the first. The body that has emphasized the Spirit and has 

functionally lost the discipline of the Word. The drift has appeared in successive waves across the 

last century — the early Pentecostal movement, the charismatic renewal of the 1960s and 1970s, 

the Word-Faith excesses of the 1980s and 1990s, the New Apostolic Reformation streams that 

crystallized in the early 2000s, and the contemporary prophetic-conference circuit that has 

produced the title-inflation patterns the institute addressed in White Paper No. 5. The institute 

is, again, direct about both sides of this. The streams have produced significant good. Hundreds 

of millions of saints have been baptized in the Spirit, have been delivered, healed, and converted, 

and have entered the operational gifts the cessationist stream had told them were no longer 

available. The fruit is real and the institute does not deny it. The institute also is direct about the 

cost. The streams that recovered the Spirit and did not recover the Word in proportion have 

produced predictable and increasingly visible damage. 

“For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into 

apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an 

angel of light.” — 2 Corinthians 11:13–14, NKJV 

7.1  The Counterfeit Prophetic 

The Spirit-without-Word drift produces a particular kind of counterfeit prophetic operation that 

the institute addressed at length in White Paper No. 5, Sections 6 and following. The pattern is 

recognizable: the self-conferred title, the conference platform that gathers around the title, the 

prophetic words that are emotionally arresting and operationally untestable, the prosperity-

adjacent revenue model that funds the platform, and the gradual emergence of a class of “apostles” 

and “prophets” whose recognition comes from one another rather than from the apostolic record’s 

recognition-by-fruit standard. The institute named the dynamic structurally in White Paper No. 

5 and does not repeat that argument here. The relevant point for the present paper is that the 

entire dynamic is produced by the same structural failure: the Spirit operating in a saint who has 

not been disciplined by the Word, and a body unwilling or untrained to test the operations against 

the Word the Spirit Himself wrote. 

The Word, in the apostolic body, was the test of every prophetic utterance. Paul commanded the 

Corinthians to let two or three prophets speak and the others judge (1 Corinthians 14:29). He 

commanded the Thessalonians to test all things (1 Thessalonians 5:21). John commanded the 

body to test the spirits (1 John 4:1). The testing is not optional. It is the operational guardrail by 

which the Spirit’s genuine voice is preserved and the counterfeits are exposed. The streams that 

removed the testing in the name of “touch not the Lord’s anointed” and “do my prophets no harm” 

(a misuse of Psalm 105:15 that the institute has documented in earlier papers) produced, in time, 

exactly the wreckage the testing was meant to prevent. The Word was not optional. The streams 

that operated without it have paid the cost. 
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7.2  Triumphalism Without the Cross 

A second pattern in the Spirit-without-Word drift is the triumphalist doctrine that has become 

normative in significant portions of the charismatic stream. The doctrine teaches, in various 

formulations, that the saint who is properly walking in the Spirit will experience health, 

prosperity, victory, and visible success in every endeavor, and that the absence of these is evidence 

of a lack of faith, a curse to be broken, a demon to be expelled, or a confession to be corrected. The 

doctrine has produced significant pastoral damage. Saints with chronic illness have been told their 

lack of healing is their own fault. Saints in financial distress have been told their lack of prosperity 

is unbelief. Saints in genuine suffering have been told their suffering is illegitimate. 

The doctrine cannot survive contact with the apostolic Scripture. Paul carried a thorn in the flesh 

the Lord did not remove despite his asking three times (2 Corinthians 12:7–9). Timothy had 

recurring stomach problems Paul addressed by recommending a little wine (1 Timothy 5:23). 

Trophimus was left at Miletus sick (2 Timothy 4:20). Epaphroditus nearly died of illness and was 

sustained by the Lord’s mercy (Philippians 2:25–27). The apostolic body operated with the gifts 

of healing in genuine power, and also lived inside a real world in which sickness, suffering, 

persecution, and death were the constant climate of the kingdom’s advance. The doctrine that the 

saint walking properly in the Spirit will be exempt from suffering has not read the New Testament. 

The doctrine that fails to find faith adequate in the saint who suffers has actively betrayed the 

apostolic pattern of 2 Corinthians 4:7–12 and Hebrews 11:35–38, in which the saints who were 

tortured, mocked, scourged, and killed are commended for faith rather than indicted for the lack 

of it. 

The Spirit, properly anchored in the Word, produces a saint who is bold in the gifts and yet carries 

the cross. He prays for healing and accepts the Father’s decision when healing is withheld for 

purposes the saint cannot see. He prays for provision and walks in contentment when provision 

is withheld. He prays for breakthrough and remains faithful when breakthrough is delayed. He 

prays for the conversion of his unbelieving spouse and continues to honor that spouse when the 

conversion is long in coming. He prays for revival and continues to be faithful in the routine when 

revival has not yet come. This is the apostolic disposition. It is the Spirit with the Word, operating 

together. The triumphalist disposition is the Spirit without the Word, and it has produced 

wreckage in proportion to the volume at which it has been preached. 

7.3  The Recovery 

The recovery in this stream is the structural complement to the recovery in the cessationist 

stream. The Spirit-led body must be driven back into the Word until the Word governs every 

operation of the Spirit the body claims. The prophetic utterance must be tested. The teaching must 

be examined. The doctrine must be measured against the apostolic Scripture and corrected where 

it has departed. The saints must read the Bible themselves — not summaries, not paraphrases, 

not conference notes, but the canonical text in a faithful translation — until the categories of the 

Word become their categories and they can recognize, on their own, when an operation that 
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claims the Spirit has departed from the Word the Spirit wrote. This is not a return to cessationism. 

It is the apostolic structure that holds the Spirit and the Word together as the Spirit Himself 

intended, and it is the structural healing of the most visible and most damaging excesses of the 

present-day charismatic stream. 

The Spirit without the Word blows up. The recovery is not the 

abandonment of the Spirit but the obedience of the apostolic command to 

test every operation against the Word the Spirit inspired. The body that 

does this preserves the power and loses the wreckage. 
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8.  Both Without the Secret Place: The Borrowed 
Fire 

The third drift is the gravest and the most overlooked, because it produces, for a season, a saint 

who is indistinguishable from a saint with the full triad. The saint who has the Word and the Spirit 

and has not learned to meet the Lord alone is, in operational terms, riding the fuel of the body 

around him. The fuel is real fuel. It is the corporate worship that lifts him on Sunday morning, the 

shepherd’s teaching that anchors him through the week, the friendship of the saints who walk 

alongside him, the encouragement of the brothers and sisters who pray with him, the conferences 

that fill him at intervals, the books and podcasts that feed him on his commute. All of these are 

good. None of them is wrong. The fuel they provide is genuine fuel, and saints have been lifted by 

it into seasons of real growth and real ministry. The problem is not the fuel’s reality. The problem 

is that the fuel is borrowed, and the Lord, in His mercy, will eventually remove it from any saint 

He intends to mature. 

“Yet a little while and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me; 

because I live, you will live also. At that day you will know that I am in My 

Father, and you in Me, and I in you.” — John 14:19–20, NKJV 

8.1  The Pattern of the Removed Training Wheels 

The Lord matures every saint by a similar pattern. There is a season of corporate support in which 

the saint is carried by the body around him — the new convert in the youth group, the young 

couple in the small group, the recent graduate in the campus ministry, the newly transferred 

professional in the new city’s church. The season is right and good. The Lord uses the body to lift 

the saint into the operational disposition of faith. Then, at some point known to the Lord and 

unknown to the saint, the season ends. The shepherd moves. The small group dissolves. The friend 

leaves. The campus ministry graduates. The job transfer happens. The season of life shifts. The 

Lord, in His mercy, removes the training wheels. The saint who had been carried by the body 

around him is now in a different room, with different people, with a different rhythm, and the 

borrowed fuel that lifted him before is no longer available. 

Two outcomes follow. The saint who has been quietly meeting the Lord alone all along, even while 

being lifted by the body, has a foundation underneath the borrowed fuel. When the borrowed fuel 

is removed, he simply continues. The pattern of his life does not collapse. The Secret Place was 

the actual foundation; the body was helpful supplement; the supplement is gone; the foundation 

remains. The other saint, who never learned to meet the Lord alone, has nothing underneath the 

borrowed fuel. When the fuel is removed, he falls. The visible fruit that the borrowed fuel was 

producing collapses with the fuel. The praying, the worship, the boldness, the daily walk with the 

Lord — all of these had been functions of the corporate environment, not of the saint’s personal 

foundation. Without the environment, the saint discovers that he does not have a personal 

foundation, and the collapse is, in many cases, severe. 
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The institute has observed this pattern repeatedly in pastoral practice. The new graduate who was 

vibrant in the campus ministry and walked away from the faith within two years of leaving college. 

The young convert who was on fire in the youth group and stopped attending church entirely after 

his small-group leader moved. The professional who was leading worship at the small church and 

went silent when he transferred to a city where he had to start over. None of these saints lost their 

faith in a single moment of crisis. They lost the borrowed fuel, and underneath the borrowed fuel 

there was no Secret Place to sustain them. The fall was not sudden. The collapse was the visible 

disclosure of an interior vacuum that had been there for years. 

8.2  The Mercy of the Removal 

The Lord’s removal of the training wheels is not punishment. It is the standard maturation process 

by which He produces a saint who can stand on his own foundation rather than on the shoulders 

of others. The Lord wants saints who have met Him personally, who carry the Father-child 

intimacy in their own right, who can stand in any room into which He sends them and operate by 

the resources of the closet they walk in from. He will not produce that kind of saint in the saint 

who is content to ride the corporate fuel forever. So He removes the fuel, sometimes gently and 

sometimes severely, until the saint is faced with a choice: meet the Lord alone, or fall away. 

The choice is the structural mercy. The fall to the ground that follows the removal of the borrowed 

fuel is, for many saints, the precise occasion on which they discover the Secret Place for the first 

time. They had been content with the corporate fuel as long as it lifted them. The lift was their 

goal. The removal of the lift forced them to discover what they would never have sought 

voluntarily — the personal foundation, the alone meeting with the Lord, the room with the shut 

door, the daily discipline that had been an option until it became a necessity. Many testimonies of 

mature Christian formation include exactly this moment: the borrowed fire ran out, the saint fell, 

and in falling, found the Lord in a way the corporate fuel had been preventing him from finding. 

The pattern is canonical — Jacob at Peniel, the prodigal in the far country, Peter weeping after the 

denial, Paul in Arabia after the Damascus road. The fall to the ground was the means by which the 

Lord drove the saint into the closet. The closet was the means by which the saint was given a 

foundation he could not have acquired in the gathering. 

8.3  The Borrowed Fire and the Ministry Collapse 

The same pattern operates at the ministry level. The institute named in White Paper No. 2 the 

documented collapse of platform ministries across the last forty years. The list is now long: 

Bakker, Swaggart, Haggard, Hybels, Driscoll, MacDonald, Lentz, Zacharias, and others whose 

disclosures continue at a steady cadence. The institute attributed the collapse, in that paper, to 

the structural pride-production dynamics of the celebrity-pastor model. That diagnosis was 

structurally correct and remains so. The present paper adds a complementary diagnosis: the men 

whose ministries collapsed were, in nearly every documented case, operating on borrowed fire. 

They had the Word — they preached it. They had the Spirit — they were gifted in measurable ways. 

They did not have the Secret Place at the depth their public output required, and the secret sin 
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that surfaced in their public disclosures was the visible evidence of an interior life that had not 

been forged in the closet. 

This is not speculation. It has been said, in some form, by nearly every one of the men whose 

ministries have collapsed and who have spoken publicly about what happened. They named, in 

retrospect, the gradual neglect of their personal devotional life, the substitution of sermon 

preparation for the actual seeking of the Lord, the assumption that their public anointing meant 

their private foundation was secure. It was not. The platform had been built on borrowed fuel. 

The borrowed fuel ran out. The collapse was the visible disclosure of an interior vacuum the 

platform had been masking. The institute names this not to compound the public weight on men 

who have already paid significant cost but to draw the structural lesson the body must learn. The 

platform that is not anchored in the Secret Place will, in time, collapse. The shepherd who does 

not meet the Lord alone, daily, at the depth his public office requires, will, in time, produce in his 

ministry the disclosure that an interior vacuum could only produce. There is no exception to this. 

The body that wishes to retain shepherds must produce shepherds who are in the closet, and 

shepherds who are not in the closet will continue to fall. 

8.4  The Universal Application 

The Borrowed-Fire diagnosis is not limited to ministry leaders. It applies to every saint in the 

body. The mother whose entire spiritual life happens through the family devotional time her 

husband leads is operating on borrowed fire and will discover the foundation she does not have 

when the husband’s leadership wavers. The young man whose spiritual life happens through the 

men’s discipleship group is operating on borrowed fire and will discover what he does not have 

when the group dissolves. The professional whose spiritual life happens through the Sunday 

gathering and the small group is operating on borrowed fire and will discover what he does not 

have when his career moves him to a city where his church is harder to attend. The student whose 

spiritual life happens through the campus ministry is operating on borrowed fire and will discover 

what he does not have when he graduates. None of these saints is unspiritual. None is hypocritical. 

None is failing in any obvious way. They are operating on the fuel the body around them is 

providing, and the Lord will, in His mercy, eventually require them to have a foundation of their 

own. 

The recovery is not difficult to name. It is the daily Secret Place — the closet, the discipline, the 

time set apart, the meeting with the Father, the personal foundation forged one morning at a time, 

over years, in the actual room with the actual shut door the Lord prescribed in Matthew 6:6. Every 

other recovery this paper has named depends on this one. The Word must be in the saint, and the 

saint reads the Word in the closet. The Spirit must move through the saint, and the saint waits on 

the Spirit in the closet. The saint must hear the Lord, and the saint hears the Lord in the closet. 

The saint must be changed, and the saint is changed by beholding the Lord in the closet. The 

Secret Place is the operational foundation of the entire triad, and the body that has lost it has, in 

operational terms, lost the foundation of everything else. 
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The borrowed fire is real fire. It is not the saint’s own fire. The Lord, in His 

mercy, will eventually remove the borrowed fire to see whether the saint 

has a foundation of his own. The saint with the Secret Place stands. The 

saint without it falls. The collapse is not the catastrophe; the absence of 

foundation was the catastrophe, and the collapse only disclosed it. 
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9.  Performance as the Counterfeit of Power 

Each of the three drifts produces, in time, a fourth and overarching counterfeit that has come to 

characterize significant portions of the Western body: performance as the substitute for power. 

The body that has lost any one leg of the triad cannot produce the actual operations the New 

Testament names, and the body that cannot produce the actual operations begins, almost without 

noticing, to substitute the visible appearance of those operations for the operations themselves. 

The Sunday service becomes the showcase of the activity the saint can no longer produce in the 

world. The volume of the music becomes the proxy for the intensity of the Spirit. The polish of the 

platform becomes the proxy for the authority of the King. The size of the building becomes the 

proxy for the advance of the kingdom. None of these proxies is the actual thing. All of them 

produce the appearance of the actual thing, and the body that confuses the appearance with the 

substance is, in operational terms, a body that has stopped advancing the kingdom and started 

producing a religious show that resembles it. 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to 

salvation for everyone who believes.” — Romans 1:16, NKJV 

Paul’s claim is not rhetorical. The gospel is the power of God to salvation. It is not the performance 

of God. It is not the marketing of God. It is the actual operational power that delivers a man from 

the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of the Son the Father loves. The body that produces 

the gospel’s actual operations — conversions, healings, deliverances, transformations, the visible 

advance of the kingdom into rooms it had not previously reached — is the body operating in the 

gospel’s power. The body that produces the appearance of those operations without the substance 

is performing. The two are not the same. The undiscerning world cannot tell the difference 

between them at first glance, and even portions of the body have, in many cases, lost the ability to 

tell them apart. The Spirit Himself can. The fruit, over time, discloses which is which. The body 

the King is forging in this hour is the body that has stopped settling for the performance and has 

returned to the operations the gospel actually produces. 

The performance counterfeit produces three particularly visible patterns. First, the substitution 

of the gathering for the advance — the saint who measures his spirituality by Sunday attendance 

rather than by the visible movement of the kingdom through him into the world. Second, the 

substitution of social-media presence for actual ministry — the saint who posts the Scripture 

rather than carrying it to the neighbor, who shares the worship clip rather than carrying the 

worship into the marketplace, who broadcasts his faith rather than living it where no one is 

watching. Third, the substitution of volume for substance — the saint who has confused loud 

worship for present worship, the body that has confused full buildings for advancing kingdoms, 

the platform that has confused crowd response for divine effect. None of these substitutions is 

novel. The Corinthian body was making analogous substitutions in the first century, and Paul 

wrote both letters to call them back to the substance the substitutions had displaced. The present 

paper makes the same call to the present body. 
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The recovery is the same recovery the previous sections have named, and the recovery is, by 

structural necessity, anti-performative. The saint who has been forged in the Word does not need 

to perform his knowledge. The saint who has been filled with the Spirit does not need to perform 

his spirituality. The saint who has been meeting the Lord in the closet does not need to perform 

his devotion. The fruit is present without being announced. The kingdom advances without 

requiring documentation. The change in lives is visible without being broadcast. This is the 

apostolic body’s operational disposition, and it is the disposition the King is forging in the bride 

who emerges from the present shaking. The performances will, in time, look smaller; the 

substance will, in time, look larger; and the body of saints who have settled for the actual 

operations of the kingdom over the visible appearance of those operations will, in time, be the 

body the King uses to do what the platforms could not do. 

Performance is the counterfeit that grows where the triad has been lost. 

The body that has the triad does not need to perform; the substance is 

present and the fruit is visible. The body that has lost the triad performs 

because it has nothing else to offer. The recovery of the triad is the 

structural end of performance. 

  



ANCIENT PATHS INSTITUTE • White Paper No. 8 • Moving in Power & Truth 

Ancient Paths Institute   —   Page 42 

NOW IS THE TIME. THE TIME IS NOW.  sin²t + cos²t = 1 
Public Domain | No Rights Reserved 

PART III 

Witnesses and the Way Forward 

10.  Historical Witness: John Hyde of India 

The first witness is John Nelson Hyde, the American Presbyterian missionary to the Punjab whose 

three decades of work in northern India (1892–1911) produced one of the most documented cases 

of the triad operating together in a single saint’s life in the modern missionary era. Hyde was not 

a celebrity in his own lifetime. He published almost nothing. He held no platform. His name was 

largely unknown outside the small missionary community of the Punjab until well after his death. 

He is the witness the institute names because he is the documented case in which the three legs 

of the triad — the Word as anchor, the Spirit in operational power, and the Secret Place at 

extraordinary depth — operated together in a single saint with visible kingdom fruit over a 

sustained period, and the documentation comes from contemporary missionary peers and his 

own letters rather than from later hagiographers. 

10.1  The Foundation in the Word 

Hyde was trained at McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago and graduated in 1892 in the 

Presbyterian tradition that took the Word with full seriousness. He was a careful exegete. He read 

the Greek New Testament throughout his life. He was anchored in the Reformed doctrinal 

tradition his denomination held. He did not move from that anchor when his ministry, in time, 

moved deeply into the operations of the Spirit; he carried the anchor with him and let it govern 

the operations he encountered. This is, structurally, the order the institute is calling the body back 

to. Hyde began in the Word and was led by the Spirit into the operational gifts only after the Word 

was in him at depth. He is, for the cessationist reader of the present paper, an irrefutable witness: 

a careful Reformed exegete who did the work the cessationist tradition trains its men to do, and 

who then experienced the Spirit’s operational gifts as the natural fruit of the obedience the Word 

itself commanded. 

10.2  The Operations of the Spirit 

Hyde’s ministry in the Punjab produced documented operations the apostolic body would have 

recognized. Conversions in extraordinary numbers — in his final years, he prayed for and saw 

approximately four hundred souls per year converted, a figure documented by his missionary 

peers including Francis McGaw and J. Pengwern Jones. Specific prophetic words about 

individuals he had not previously known. Documented physical healings of the sick. The Sialkot 

Convention, which he co-founded in 1904, became a sustained outpouring on the missionary 

community of northern India and the converted Indian church, producing waves of repentance 

and renewal documented in the contemporary mission press. None of these operations were 

sought as ends in themselves. Hyde sought the Lord. The Lord gave the operations. The operations 
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served the kingdom’s advance into a Punjab that was, at the time, almost entirely closed to the 

gospel and is now, in significant portions, home to large indigenous Christian communities. 

The institute is being careful here. Some hagiographic accounts of Hyde’s ministry have inflated 

specific incidents in ways the careful historical record does not support. The Sialkot Convention’s 

actual fruit, the documented conversion figures, the records of contemporary missionaries who 

worked alongside him — these are the institute’s evidentiary base. The careful documentation is 

sufficient. The operations of the Spirit were present in Hyde’s ministry at a level the early-

twentieth-century missionary community attested to in their own writings, and the kingdom 

advanced through him in the Punjab in ways neither his denomination’s mission policy nor his 

own personality alone can account for. 

10.3  The Secret Place 

Hyde is most documented for the Secret Place. Contemporary witnesses — Francis McGaw’s 1922 

biography <Praying Hyde>, J. Pengwern Jones’ collected letters, the official records of the Sialkot 

Convention, and the testimonies of Indian believers who worked with him — record that Hyde 

spent extraordinary durations in private prayer. The Sialkot Convention reportedly featured Hyde 

in prayer for thirty days at one stretch in a tent set aside for the purpose. Missionary colleagues 

recorded finding him on his face on the floor of his room for hours at a time, weeping over the 

Punjab, interceding by name for individuals he was burdened for, and entering states of 

intercession that occasionally took on physical manifestations the apostolic body would have 

recognized as the Spirit’s direct operation in the saint. The earned title “Praying Hyde,” given to 

him by his peers, was not honorific decoration. It was the operational description of how he spent 

the majority of his available hours. 

The institute is not commending the duration of Hyde’s prayer as the metric every saint should 

meet. Hyde was given particular grace for intercession that not every saint receives, and the 

volume of his prayer was a function of the grace given to him rather than a model for universal 

replication. What the institute is commending is the structural principle the volume discloses. 

Hyde’s visible ministry — the four hundred conversions per year, the documented healings, the 

Sialkot Convention, the Punjab’s slow opening to the gospel — sat downstream of an interior life 

in the Secret Place that produced what visible ministry alone could never have produced. The fruit 

was the disclosure of the foundation. The foundation was the alone time with the Lord that Hyde 

paid for in hours that no biographer can fully reconstruct because the meetings happened with no 

witness but the Father who sees in secret. This is the apostolic pattern. Hyde modeled it in the 

modern era at a volume that ought to provoke every reader to consider whether his own 

foundation is anywhere near proportionate to the public output he expects to sustain. 

10.4  Brief Companion Witnesses 
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Hyde is the institute’s chosen historical witness because all three legs of the triad are documented 

together in his life with unusual clarity. Two companion witnesses ought to be briefly named, as 

their lives confirm the same structural pattern from different angles: 

• George Müller (1805–1898). The Prussian-born minister whose orphan houses in Bristol 

were funded entirely by prayer, without solicitation of any kind, is the standing modern 

witness of the Word’s formation of a saint at depth. Müller read through the Bible 

roughly two hundred times in his lifetime, more than half of those readings on his knees. 

His Secret Place was forged daily over six decades. The operational fruit was the orphan 

houses and the documented financial provisions — some seven million pounds in 

nineteenth-century value, given in answer to specific prayers — that fed and clothed 

approximately ten thousand orphans across his lifetime. Müller’s Spirit operations were 

less spectacular than Hyde’s by design and temperament; his witness is the Word and 

the Secret Place at extraordinary depth, producing a visible kingdom advance that the 

contemporary skeptical English press could not explain away. 

• Evan Roberts (1878–1951) and the Welsh Revival of 1904–1905. Roberts is the witness 

of the Spirit in extraordinary operation, leading to the conversion of approximately one 

hundred thousand Welsh men and women in the first nine months of the revival and the 

documented transformation of mining communities, pubs, courts, and police records 

across the Welsh valleys. Roberts had been raised in the chapel culture’s rigorous Word 

formation; he had spent thirteen years in private prayer for revival before the revival 

began; his Secret Place was the documented foundation of the visible movement. The 

revival’s eventual decline, which historians have traced in part to insufficient Word-

grounding once the manifest presence of the Spirit lifted, is the structural confirmation 

of the institute’s thesis: a movement with two legs of the triad and weakness in the third 

does not sustain itself. The Welsh Revival’s extraordinary opening and its subsequent 

decline are, together, the witness. 

The three witnesses operating together — Hyde with the triad in full, Müller with Word and Secret 

Place at depth, Roberts with Spirit and Secret Place at depth — confirm by historical example what 

the present paper has argued by Scripture and structure. The triad operating together produces 

sustained advance. The triad with one leg weak produces openings that do not sustain. The triad 

with no Secret Place produces, as the institute has documented in earlier papers, the collapse that 

has marked so much of the recent Western body. The historical witness is consistent. The 

structural argument is confirmed. 

Hyde, Müller, and Roberts are not models to imitate in their 

particularities. They are witnesses that the triad has operated together in 

saints the Lord chose, with visible kingdom fruit, in the modern era. What 

the Lord did through them, He is willing to do through any saint who 

carries what they carried. 
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11.  Contemporary Witness: The Iranian 
Underground 

The second witness is the Iranian underground church, which the institute has referenced across 

White Papers Nos. 4, 5, and 6 as a sustained contemporary witness to the apostolic body operating 

under pressure. The Iranian church is the relevant witness for the present paper because the 

conditions of its operation force the triad to operate together. The body that has the Word at risk 

of arrest, the Spirit in operational power because every healing, prophecy, and deliverance carries 

existential consequence, and the Secret Place as the only available structure of formation because 

no public gathering is safe, is a body in which the triad is not an aspirational ideal but an 

operational necessity. The Iranian witness is the standing demonstration that what the present 

paper has called the body back to is not nostalgia, not impossibility, and not the preserve of 

historical figures from earlier centuries. It is happening, this year, in living rooms across Tehran, 

Mashhad, Isfahan, and Shiraz, in a body the Iranian state has been unable to suppress despite 

forty years of sustained pressure. 

11.1  The Triad Under Arrest Pressure 

The Iranian house-church believer cannot afford the desiccated stream’s structural luxuries. He 

cannot rely on a building, a polished sermon, a denominational structure, or a paid pastor. He 

must read the Word himself, because he may be the only Christian in his family and the most 

accessible Bible may be a contraband PDF on a phone he cannot use openly. He must operate in 

the gifts of the Spirit, because the unconverted Iranian he is praying for has no other framework 

that can address the spiritual realities his Shi’a or post-Islamic context recognizes; the Iranian 

church has documented healings, deliverances, dreams of Jesus, and prophetic words at a volume 

the institute documented in White Paper No. 5 and that has been corroborated by Open Doors, 

Article 18, Center for Human Rights in Iran, and multiple academic studies of the Iranian 

Christian movement. He must operate from the Secret Place, because the house gathering is 

irregular by necessity — the location changes; the participants vary; the discovery of the gathering 

by the secret police means arrest and often prison sentences of several years. The believer’s only 

constant is the closet. 

The fruit of the triad operating under this pressure is the most rapidly growing church in the 

Muslim world. Conservative estimates from Open Doors and Article 18 place the converted 

Iranian Christian community at approximately eight hundred thousand to one million, growing 

at a rate that no statistical methodology in the West has been able to fully document because the 

church is, by necessity, underground. The growth is happening despite — in many cases through 

— the arrest, imprisonment, and occasional martyrdom of believers. Iranian believers who have 

been imprisoned, including pastors like Yousef Nadarkhani and Saheb Fadaie whose cases have 

been documented internationally, have reported that the Secret Place became, in prison, the 

means by which not only their own faith was sustained but the conversion of fellow inmates 
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occurred. The triad operates in Iranian prison cells with the same power that the institute has 

been arguing for it elsewhere. The conditions force what comfort allows to atrophy. 

11.2  What the Iranian Church Demonstrates 

The Iranian witness demonstrates several things the comfortable Western body needs to receive. 

First, the triad is operationally sufficient. The Iranian church has no Christian publishing 

industry, no Christian conference circuit, no Christian university system, no Christian media 

apparatus, no Christian political wing, no Christian cultural protection of any kind. It has the 

Word in PDF, the Spirit in operational power, and the Secret Place. It is advancing. The 

infrastructure the Western body has assumed it requires is not what the kingdom requires. The 

kingdom requires the triad. Where the triad operates, the kingdom advances, regardless of 

whether the surrounding infrastructure permits or obstructs. 

Second, the Secret Place is non-negotiable. Iranian believers cannot meet weekly at a building. 

They cannot count on shepherds being free and present; their shepherds are routinely arrested. 

They cannot count on small groups remaining intact for years at a time. What they can count on 

is the personal foundation each believer carries with him in the closet of his own home. The 

Iranian church’s sustainability, in operational terms, sits on the personal foundations of believers 

who have learned the Secret Place. The body whose members cannot meet the Lord alone cannot 

sustain itself under pressure. The Iranian church can. This is the operational vindication of what 

the present paper has argued: the Secret Place is the foundation, and a body of saints with the 

Secret Place can advance the kingdom even when every other structural support has been stripped 

away. 

Third, the operations of the Spirit are present where the Spirit is sought. The Iranian context has 

produced documented dreams of Jesus across the Shi’a population at a rate that secular academic 

studies have noted with curiosity and that Christian missiological literature has documented for 

thirty years. The dreams are followed, in many cases, by the converted Iranian seeking out a 

Christian, hearing the gospel, receiving baptism, and entering the underground church. None of 

this is happening through Western institutional structures. It is happening through the Spirit’s 

direct operation in the lives of Iranians who have not yet been reached by any visible Western 

missionary effort. The Spirit is the agent. The Iranian church receives what He produces and 

carries the discipleship forward. The Western body that imagines the kingdom advances only 

where its institutional structures reach has not understood what the Spirit is doing in the regions 

outside its institutional reach. 

The Iranian underground church operates the triad under arrest pressure 

and the kingdom advances. The infrastructure the Western body has 

assumed is necessary is not necessary. The triad is necessary. Where the 

triad operates, the kingdom advances. The Iranian witness ends the 

argument that the present paper is asking the body to do something the 

body cannot do. 
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12.  Emerging Witness: Gen Z and the Recovery of 
the Closet 

The third witness is the rising generation in the West. The institute has documented across White 

Papers Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 the emerging movement among American university students and 

young adults that began visibly at Asbury in February 2023, continued at Southeastern University 

in February 2026, and has expanded through the Salt Company campus ministry, the dorm-room 

Bible studies that have multiplied across multiple states, and the prayer-room phenomena 

documented at a growing number of universities. The institute does not repeat the documentation 

of the visible movement; it is treated at length in those earlier papers. The present paper names 

what has not been adequately named in the public coverage of the movement and what the 

institute has observed in interviews and follow-up reporting: underneath the visible outpourings, 

a quieter and more structurally important phenomenon is happening. A generation that grew up 

watching platforms collapse has begun to seek the Lord in places no platform can reach. 

12.1  The Underneath 

The Asbury outpouring of February 2023 received extensive press coverage focused on the visible 

elements: the spontaneous chapel service that did not end for two weeks, the worship that ran 

continuously, the crowds that traveled from across the country to participate, the testimonies of 

conversion and healing. All of that is documented and the institute has previously corroborated 

it. What the press coverage largely missed and what student reports, faculty observations, and the 

careful reporting of Christianity Today have begun to document is what was happening in the 

dorm rooms of Asbury students in the months before the chapel outpouring began. Small groups 

of students had been meeting for prayer in rooms across campus, sometimes through the night, 

for the better part of two years. The visible chapel outpouring did not appear out of nothing. It 

appeared out of the Secret Place that had been quietly forged in rooms no journalist had 

photographed. 

The same pattern has been documented at Southeastern University, where the February 2026 

outpouring was preceded by an extended period of student-led prayer initiatives that the 

university administration only partially knew about. The Salt Company’s growth across Iowa and 

the surrounding states has not been driven primarily by polished programming. It has been driven 

by small-group prayer at extended depth and by the Salt Company’s explicit commitment to 

producing not just converts but disciples who meet the Lord alone. The visible movement is the 

surface manifestation of an underneath the visible coverage has not adequately documented 

because the underneath, by nature, does not photograph. 

12.2  The Generational Shape 

This is the generational shape of the present movement, and it is the structural sign the institute 

has been watching for. The rising generation has watched the platforms collapse in real time 
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across their formative years. They watched the Driscoll disclosure, the Hybels disclosure, the 

MacDonald disclosure, the Lentz disclosure, the Zacharias disclosure. They watched the 

megachurch model produce, in case after case, the moral collapse the model’s structural pride-

production dynamics had predicted. They watched the parents of their friends walk away from 

the church after one of those disclosures hit closer to home than the family could bear. They 

watched the wider culture’s assumption that institutional Christianity was finished. And in 

significant numbers, they decided that whatever Christianity actually was, it was not what the 

platforms had been producing. They went looking for something else. 

What they found, in many cases, was the Secret Place. They found it because the visible structures 

had failed them and they had no choice. They found it because the worship songs they grew up 

with had a depth their cultural moment had been starving them for and they began to take the 

songs seriously enough to seek the One the songs were about. They found it because the digital 

culture they inherited produced an interior noise that drove them, in some cases, into the only 

place the noise could not follow them: the closet with the shut door, with the phone left outside, 

with the Bible open, with the Lord present. The recovery of the Secret Place among the rising 

generation is not happening because the older generation taught them the discipline. It is 

happening because the rising generation discovered that the older generation’s structures were 

inadequate and reached, on their own and with the Spirit’s help, for what the older generation 

had largely lost. 

12.3  The Caution and the Hope 

The institute holds the standing verification discipline named in the Style and Voice Guide and in 

earlier papers. Revival reports overstated have been documented — the withdrawn UK Quiet 

Revival survey of 2026 is the recent reminder — and the institute is not commending the present 

movement as the final or the definitive movement of the Spirit in the West. It is commending the 

structural sign. A generation is seeking the Lord in the closet. The seeking is not a marketing 

campaign. The seeking is happening in rooms the marketing apparatus does not reach and in a 

generation the marketing apparatus has, in significant ways, lost. The Lord is the agent. He is 

forging in the rising generation the foundation the older generation largely failed to give them, 

and the foundation is forming the bride who can carry what the platforms cannot carry. 

The hope is not in the visible outpourings. The hope is in the Secret Place underneath them. As 

long as the underneath continues, the visible will continue producing fruit. If the underneath 

erodes — if the rising generation grows comfortable with the visible movement and stops paying 

the price of the closet that produced it — the visible will, in time, follow the trajectory the Welsh 

Revival followed when the Word-grounding could not sustain what the Spirit had opened. The 

institute names this carefully because the rising generation will, in their own time, become the 

older generation. The structural lesson must be learned. The Secret Place is what produced the 

outpouring. The Secret Place is what sustains it. The Secret Place is what every generation after 

the present one will need to maintain or the cycle will repeat. 
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Underneath the visible Gen Z movement is a generation rediscovering the 

Secret Place. The visible outpourings sit downstream of the closets the 

older generation largely failed to give them and that they have, in many 

cases, found on their own. The bride is being forged in rooms no journalist 

photographs. May she be permitted to continue. 

  



ANCIENT PATHS INSTITUTE • White Paper No. 8 • Moving in Power & Truth 

Ancient Paths Institute   —   Page 51 

NOW IS THE TIME. THE TIME IS NOW.  sin²t + cos²t = 1 
Public Domain | No Rights Reserved 

13.  Returning to the Ancient Paths: A Practical 
Roadmap 

The recovery of the operational triad can only happen at the saint’s personal level. No shepherd 

can deliver it for him; no household can substitute for it; no gathering can replace it. The closet is 

the saint’s alone. The Word must be ingested into the saint’s own mind. The Spirit must be 

received into the saint’s own life. The Secret Place must be entered through the saint’s own door. 

This is the structural premise of the present roadmap, and it is non-negotiable. Every layer of the 

body — the household, the gathering, the shepherd — carries genuine responsibility, but the 

responsibility is teaching, encouragement, and the cultivation of the cultural soil in which the 

personal recovery can occur. The actual recovery happens in the saint, one saint at a time. The 

institute names each layer’s responsibility in turn. 

13.1  The Saint 

The saint bears the primary responsibility for his own foundation. No one else can carry it for him. 

The practical disciplines are not complicated to describe, although they require sustained 

obedience over years to take effect: 

Discipline Practical Application 

Daily Time in the Word Read the Bible yourself, daily, in a faithful 

translation (NKJV or comparable). Begin 

with the Gospels and Acts, then the Epistles, 

then the Old Testament narratives, then the 

Wisdom literature, then the Prophets. Aim to 

read through the entire Bible at least once 

per year for the rest of your life. Take notes. 

Memorize particular passages. Pray the 

Word back to the Lord. Let the Word read 

you. 

Daily Secret Place Choose a place. A closet, a chair, a rug, a 

porch, a particular room. Return to that 

place every day at a particular time. Begin 

with twenty minutes if that is what you can 

sustain; let it grow as the Lord enlarges you. 

Shut the door. Leave the phone outside. 

Open the Word. Pray. Worship. Wait. The 

discipline is daily, not weekly. The day that 

demands the most from you publicly is the 

day that requires the most from you in the 

closet. 
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Discipline Practical Application 

Receive the Spirit If you have not been baptized in the Holy 

Spirit, ask. The Word commands the body to 

be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) and 

the apostolic body modeled the explicit 

asking and receiving (Acts 2:38–39; 8:14–17; 

19:1–6). If you have been filled and have 

grown dry, return; the Lord has more for 

you. Operate in the gifts He gives. Test all 

things against the Word. Do not despise 

prophecy. Do not quench the Spirit. Hold 

fast what is good. 

Deploy in the World The gifts and the formation are not for the 

gathering only. They are for the world. Pray 

for the unbelieving co-worker. Offer to pray 

for the hurting neighbor. Be ready, when the 

Spirit prompts you, to speak the one 

sentence the room needs. Carry the kingdom 

out of the gathering, into your home, into 

your workplace, into your street. The 

advance happens where you live, not only 

where you gather. 

Confession and Repentance When the Lord shows you sin in the closet, 

confess it specifically, repent of it 

specifically, and turn from it specifically. The 

closet is where the deep work of White Paper 

No. 6 happens. Do not carry unrepented sin 

into your public output; it will, in time, 

surface and disclose itself. 

The Body, in Its Place The personal foundation does not replace the 

gathering. Continue in the body. Receive 

from the shepherds. Serve the saints. Submit 

to the elders. The Secret Place and the 

gathering are not in competition; they are 

the two floors of the same building, and you 

need both. 

13.2  The Household 
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The household is the soil in which the personal foundation either takes root or fails to take root. 

The household cannot meet the Lord in the closet on behalf of any individual saint, but the 

household can build the culture in which each saint within it is taught, encouraged, and expected 

to do so. The institute, having developed the household at length in White Papers Nos. 1 and 12, 

names the household’s specific responsibilities for the triad: 

• Teach the children, by direct instruction and visible modeling, that each of them is 

responsible for their own walk with the Lord and that no one else can carry that walk for 

them. The father who is in the closet every morning, visibly, and who teaches his 

children what he is doing and why, raises children who expect to enter the closet 

themselves when they come of age. 

• Read the Word together as a household, regularly, in a faithful translation. The institute 

commends the household scripture reading the institute described in White Paper No. 7 

(the household Shabbat) as the standing model. The children’s personal reading is 

encouraged separately; the household reading is the soil in which the personal reading 

grows. 

• Pray together, regularly, and pray specifically. Pray for the household’s members by 

name. Pray for the unbelieving neighbor by name. Pray for the kingdom’s advance in the 

city, the region, the nation. Let the children hear adults praying with specificity and 

authority and they will, in time, pray that way themselves. 

• Honor the Secret Place visibly. When a member of the household is in the closet, the 

household does not interrupt. The door is shut, the household understands what is 

happening, and the meeting is protected. Over years, this protection teaches every 

member of the household that the Secret Place is real, expected, and central. 

13.3  The Gathering 

The gathering bears responsibility for the cultural adoption of the triad as the body’s expected 

operational disposition. The gathering cannot meet the Lord in the closet for any saint, but the 

gathering can be the kind of body in which the closet is the assumed foundation of every saint who 

walks in, and in which the absence of the closet is named, addressed, and corrected in love. The 

institute names the gathering’s specific responsibilities: 

• Teach the triad explicitly. The shepherds preach the Word’s anchoring function, the 

Spirit’s operational power, and the Secret Place as the non-negotiable foundation of 

every saint’s life. The teaching is not occasional. It is the standing curriculum, returned 

to repeatedly, until the body knows the triad as well as it knows the gospel itself. 

• Model the triad in the gathering’s operational rhythm. The gathering opens the Word 

seriously, with depth, with the expectation that the saints will encounter the Lord 

through it. The gathering makes room for the Spirit to operate as the institute developed 

in White Paper No. 3. The gathering teaches and expects that every saint present is doing 

the Secret Place at home and is bringing to the gathering what the Secret Place has 

produced in him through the week. 
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• Identify and address the borrowed-fire pattern. When the gathering observes a saint 

operating on borrowed fuel without a personal foundation, the shepherds and mature 

saints engage him in love, name the pattern gently, and walk with him toward the Secret 

Place. This is the work of mutual discipleship the institute developed in White Paper No. 

6. It cannot be done by curriculum. It is done by relationship over years. 

• Send saints out. The gifts are deployed in the world, not retained in the building. The 

gathering trains, equips, prays for, and sends the saints into their actual lives. The 

gathering measures its fruit not by attendance but by the visible advance of the kingdom 

through its saints into the world the King has assigned them. This is the apostolic 

measure. The Western body has largely lost it. The gathering that recovers it begins, 

again, to function as the New Testament described. 

13.4  The Shepherd 

The shepherd bears a particular weight for the cultivation of the triad in his people. He cannot 

deliver the triad to them, but he can model it, teach it, expect it, protect the soil that lets it grow, 

and gently correct its absence when he discerns it. The institute, having developed the shepherd 

at length in White Paper No. 2, names the shepherd’s specific responsibilities for the present 

paper: 

• Be in the Secret Place yourself, daily, at a depth proportionate to your office. Every 

section of this paper applies first to the shepherd, and applies to him with weight. The 

platform that is not anchored in the closet will, in time, collapse. The shepherd protects 

himself, his family, his sheep, and the kingdom by being in the closet at the depth his 

office requires. 

• Teach the triad explicitly and repeatedly. Do not assume your people know it. Most of 

them do not. Teach it from the Word, model it in your own life, and weave it into the 

operational rhythm of the body you shepherd. 

• Identify the borrowed-fire pattern in your sheep and address it pastorally. The mother 

riding the family fuel, the young man riding the small-group fuel, the professional riding 

the Sunday fuel — each of these saints needs you to see what is happening and gently 

walk them toward the Secret Place. They will not, in many cases, see the pattern in 

themselves until the borrowed fire is removed by circumstances and the fall begins. You 

can shorten the cycle by naming the pattern earlier. 

• Lead in plurality. The institute has named in nearly every paper that solo shepherding is 

the standing structural failure of the Western pastorate. The triad’s teaching and 

cultivation in the body is a work no solo shepherd can sustain. The plurality of elders 

that White Paper No. 2 and No. 3 both established is, again, the apostolic norm and the 

present paper’s assumption. 

• Do not weaponize the triad. The saints in your care who are not yet operating in the triad 

are not failures to be indicted. They are people the Lord has placed in your care for the 

precise purpose of being formed into the triad through your patient teaching and 

example. The Dual Wineskin Model of White Paper No. 1 applies here as it applies 
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everywhere. The recovery is pastoral, not revolutionary. The sheep are led, not driven, 

into the foundation they have not yet received. 

13.5  The Sequence 

The recovery sequence is straightforward and is given here for the saint who wishes to begin 

tonight. First, find the place. The room, the chair, the rug, the porch — wherever, but somewhere 

specific, returnable, available daily. Second, set the time. Morning is the apostolic norm; the 

discipline can be evening or early afternoon if morning is impossible, but consistent time is 

essential. Third, shut the door. Leave the phone outside or, at minimum, leave it on do-not-disturb 

in another room. Fourth, open the Word. Begin with the Gospel of John if you do not know where 

to begin. Read slowly. Let a passage speak. Fifth, pray. Address the Father. Confess what He shows 

you. Thank Him. Worship Him. Ask Him for what is on your heart and for what He shows you to 

ask for. Sixth, wait. Give Him the chance to speak. The first weeks will be hard; the silence will 

feel like absence; the boredom will feel like failure. None of those is what it seems. The Lord is 

meeting you. Seventh, return. Tomorrow. And the day after. And the day after that. Over a year, 

the foundation begins to form. Over a decade, the foundation is unmistakable. Over a lifetime, it 

is what your obituary will be written about — not in the words your peers will use, but in the words 

the Lord will say to you on the day when secret things are made open. 

The Secret Place cannot be delegated. Each saint enters his own door, 

daily, alone. The household, the gathering, and the shepherd build the soil. 

The saint enters the room. There is no other way. 
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14.  Conclusion: One Triad, One Power, One 
Advancing Kingdom 

The Lord did not give His body a complicated operating system. He gave it three. The Word that 

anchors the saint, the Spirit that moves through the saint, and the Secret Place where the saint is 

forged. The three operate together. They cannot be separated without producing the predictable 

counterfeits the present paper has named: the desiccated stream, the inflated stream, the 

borrowed-fire stream, and the performance counterfeit that grows where any one of the three legs 

has been lost. The Western body has, in measurable ways, lost portions of all three. The recovery 

is what the present paper has been calling the body back to. 

The recovery is happening already. The Iranian underground church has been carrying the triad 

under arrest pressure for forty years, and the kingdom has been advancing in the Punjab, the 

Iranian plateau, the Chinese house-church networks, the rural villages of Sudan and Nigeria, and 

a hundred other regions where the institutional Western apparatus does not reach. The historical 

witnesses — John Hyde and the documented Punjabi fruit, George Müller and the Bristol orphan 

houses, Evan Roberts and the Welsh Revival — stand as the standing demonstration that what the 

Lord did in the apostolic body He has continued to do across the centuries wherever saints have 

carried the triad. The rising generation in the West, having watched the platforms collapse, is 

rediscovering the Secret Place in rooms no journalist photographs, and the visible outpourings of 

the present hour are downstream of foundations that have been quietly forged in dorm rooms and 

apartments and morning chairs the older generation largely failed to give them. 

None of this is novel doctrine. The triad is the apostolic pattern. The body that has it advances. 

The body that has lost any of it produces the predictable failures the institute has documented 

across the series. The structural reformations the earlier papers have argued for — the gathering 

reformed, the pastor reformed, the meeting reformed, the calendar reformed, the civic order 

described, the repentance commanded, the fivefold restored, the triad of fear of the Lord and 

humility and wisdom interiorized — are all necessary. The present paper names what every one 

of those reformations assumes and what each saint in a reformed body must carry on his own: the 

Word in him, the Spirit moving through him, the Secret Place underneath him. 

The cost of the recovery is measurable. It costs time. The Secret Place is twenty minutes today and 

an hour someday, and the hour will not be available if the lesser disciplines have not been forged. 

It costs comfort. The closet is hard when the saint is dry; the silence is hard when the saint 

expected presence; the routine is hard when the saint wanted intensity. It costs reputation, in 

some cases. The saint who has been operating on borrowed fire and who turns toward the personal 

foundation will, in some seasons, look less impressive to the body that valued his visible output. 

It costs the platform, in some cases. The shepherd who decides his Secret Place is more important 

than the next sermon will, in time, preach differently, lead differently, and produce a body shaped 

differently from the body the platform structures had been producing through him. None of these 
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costs is in any way comparable to the cost of continuing without the triad. The cost of continuing 

is the fall, sooner or later, that the absence of foundation produces. 

The hope of the recovery is greater than the cost. The saint who carries the triad has a foundation 

that does not depend on the shepherd, the gathering, the season, or the cultural moment. He can 

be moved, can lose friendships, can experience the collapse of the institutions around him, and 

continue. He can carry the kingdom into rooms the institutions cannot reach. He can pray for the 

neighbor and see healing. He can speak the word the Spirit gives him and watch the room change. 

He can stand in a generation that has watched its religious structures fail and offer something the 

structures did not offer — the actual King, met in the closet, present in his life, advancing through 

him into the world. This is the apostolic life. This is what the New Testament describes. This is 

the bride the King is forging. 

The King is calling His people back: 

• From performance to power. 

• From borrowed fire to personal foundation. 

• From the gathering as fuel to the gathering as the place where forged saints assemble. 

• From information about the Word to formation by the Word. 

• From the Spirit as memory to the Spirit as present operation. 

• From the closet as optional to the closet as foundation. 

• From the platform as the measure to the fruit as the measure. 

• From religious activity in the building to kingdom advance in the world. 

• From the gifts cherished on Sunday to the gifts deployed on Tuesday. 

The cost of the return is real. The cost of not returning is greater. There is no comfortable middle 

ground. The body that wants the kingdom’s power must pay the price the kingdom’s power 

requires — the Word in the saint, the Spirit through the saint, the closet underneath the saint, and 

the willingness to walk out of the gathering and into the world with all three operating together. 

The body that has paid the price has, in every documented case in history, become the body the 

King uses to advance His kingdom. The body that has not has, in every documented case, 

produced the visible religious activity that the kingdom’s actual advance has bypassed. 

“Ask for the old paths, where the good way is, and walk in it.” — Jeremiah 6:16, 

NKJV 

The kingdom of God is not in word but in power, and the power has three 

sources only. The Word that anchors, the Spirit that moves, the Secret 

Place that forges. Carry all three or carry none. The bride the King is 

forging in this hour will carry all three, and the rooms she walks into will 

not remain as they were. The Father is waiting. The door is open. 
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COVENANT DECREE 
 
A Final Seal Upon the Ancient Paths 
 
NOW IS THE TIME. THE TIME IS NOW. 
 
sin²t + cos²t = 1 
 
As the Bride returns to the Ancient Paths — grounded in the Word, moving in the Holy Spirit, 
and forged in the secret place — we decree that every counterfeit power, every shallow 
emotionalism, every Wordless activism, and every public display without private consecration is 
now exposed and corrected. True power and truth are restored as the Bride walks in balanced, 
Spirit-empowered, secret-place forged obedience. 
 
This decree is sealed in the Courts of Heaven and upon the pages of this document by the 
authority of the finished work of the Cross and the reclaimed master clock of the Kingdom. 
 
It is finished. 
 
GOD WINS — not eventually, but now. 
 
Sealed by the Authority of the King of Kings 
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Appendix A: Scripture Map for the Operational 
Triad 

Every claim in this paper traces to Scripture. The map below consolidates the primary passages 

by theme. Saints are commended to walk through this map directly in their own study, allowing 

the Word to discipline every operational instinct described in the paper above. 

Theme Primary Passages 

The Kingdom Advances in Power 1 Corinthians 2:1–5; 4:20; Matthew 11:12; 

16:18–19; Acts 1:8; Romans 1:16; 1 

Thessalonians 1:5; 2 Corinthians 10:3–5 

Power and Hardship 2 Corinthians 4:7–12; 6:4–10; 11:23–28; 

12:7–10; Philippians 1:29; 3:10; Colossians 

1:24; 2 Timothy 3:12; Hebrews 11:32–40; 1 

Peter 4:12–16 

The Word as Anchor and Authority Hebrews 4:12; 6:19; Matthew 4:1–11; John 

17:17; Psalm 1; Psalm 119; 2 Timothy 3:16–

17; Ephesians 6:17; James 1:21–25 

Testing All Things by the Word 1 John 4:1–6; 1 Thessalonians 5:19–21; 1 

Corinthians 14:29; Acts 17:11; Galatians 1:8–

9; Isaiah 8:20; 2 Peter 1:19–21 

The Spirit and the Power of Advance Acts 1:8; 2:1–41; 4:23–31; 8:14–17; 10:38; 

19:1–6; Romans 15:18–19; 1 Corinthians 

2:4–5; 12:4–11; Ephesians 5:18; Galatians 

5:25 

The Gifts in Operation Romans 12:3–8; 1 Corinthians 12:4–31; 

14:1–5, 26–33; Ephesians 4:11–16; 1 Peter 

4:10–11; James 5:13–16; Mark 16:17–18 

Conviction of Sin and Radical 

Transformation 

John 16:8–11; Acts 2:37–41; 1 Corinthians 

6:9–11; 2 Corinthians 3:18; 5:17; Galatians 

5:16–26; Ephesians 4:17–32; Titus 3:3–7; 

James 1:21–25 

Signs and Wonders Mark 16:17–20; John 14:12; Acts 2:43; 3:1–

10; 4:29–31; 5:12–16; 8:5–7; 9:32–43; 13:11; 

14:3, 8–10; 19:11–12; 28:8–9; Romans 
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Theme Primary Passages 

15:18–19; 2 Corinthians 12:12; Hebrews 2:3–

4 

Faith, Receptiveness, and the Spirit’s 

Operations 

Matthew 9:28–29; 13:58; Mark 6:5–6; 9:23–

24; 11:22–24; Luke 8:48; John 4:48; 11:40; 

14:12; James 1:5–8; Hebrews 11:6 

Boldness from the Spirit Acts 4:13, 29–31; 9:27–29; 13:46; 14:3; 19:8; 

28:31; Ephesians 6:19–20; 2 Timothy 1:6–8; 

Hebrews 4:16; 10:19–23 

The Lord’s Pattern of Withdrawing Matthew 14:23; 26:36–46; Mark 1:35; 6:46; 

Luke 5:16; 6:12; 9:18, 28; 11:1; 22:39–46; 

John 6:15 

The Secret Place Commanded Matthew 6:5–13; Psalm 91:1; 27:4–5; 31:20; 

32:7; Isaiah 26:20; Song of Solomon 2:14 

Beholding and Being Transformed 2 Corinthians 3:18; Psalm 27:4; 63:1–8; 

John 14:21–23; 15:4–7; 1 John 1:3; 3:2 

The Veil Torn and Access Opened Matthew 27:51; Hebrews 4:14–16; 10:19–22; 

Ephesians 2:18; 3:12; 1 Peter 2:5, 9; 

Revelation 1:6; 5:10 

Spirit and Word Held Together John 14:26; 15:26; 16:13–15; 2 Corinthians 

3:6; 1 Thessalonians 5:19–21; 2 Timothy 

3:16–4:5; 2 Peter 1:19–21 

The Borrowed Fire and Personal Foundation Matthew 25:1–13; Luke 6:46–49; John 

6:66–69; 15:1–16; 1 Corinthians 3:10–15; 

Hebrews 5:11–14; 2 Peter 1:5–11 

The Cost of Discipleship Matthew 16:24–26; Luke 14:25–33; 

Philippians 3:7–14; 2 Timothy 2:1–7; 

Hebrews 12:1–11; Revelation 12:11 

Growing Up Into Christ Ephesians 4:11–16; Colossians 1:9–10, 28–

29; 2:6–7; 1 Peter 2:1–3; 2 Peter 3:18; 

Hebrews 5:11–6:3 
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Appendix B: Method of Examination 

This white paper follows the five-lens method established for the Ancient Paths series. A church 

form is never neutral — a room teaches, a schedule teaches, a stage teaches, a budget teaches, a 

seating arrangement teaches. The question is whether our forms teach the kingdom of Jesus or 

the control systems of men. 

Lens Governing Question 

Scripture What did Jesus teach, what did the apostles 

practice, and what commands govern this 

matter? 

Language What do the original Greek, Hebrew, or 

Aramaic terms reveal about God’s intent that 

translation may obscure? 

History When did later patterns enter, and what 

cultural forces shaped them? 

Theology What does this practice or form teach people 

to believe about God, leadership, worship, 

and their own calling? 

Application What must modern pastors, believers, and 

households do in response? 

Appendix C: Historical and Pastoral Guardrails 

Strong critique must be joined to careful history and humble pastoral care. The following 

guardrails keep the argument of this paper sharp without becoming careless or unjust. Saints who 

carry the recovery into practice should attend to each with the seriousness the doctrine requires. 

• Do not weaponize this paper against individual pastors, ministries, or streams. The drifts 

named in Part II are structural patterns developed across multiple centuries and 

reinforced by inherited culture. Most pastors and saints inside the drifts inherited them; 

they did not design them. They deserve honor, prayer, patient conversation, and the 

protection of the Dual Wineskin Model from White Paper No. 1 as they reform. 

Contempt is not the institute’s posture. 

• Do not flatten the cessationist case. The cessationist tradition has produced significant 

good across the modern Western body. It has preserved the Word against drift, trained 

careful exegetes, resisted real charismatic excesses, and produced saints of genuine 

depth. The institute’s settled position is continuationist, established at length in White 
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Paper No. 5, but the institute does not treat sincere cessationist brothers and sisters as 

adversaries. They are co-laborers operating from a different reading of contested texts; 

they should be engaged in patience, not in contempt. 

• Do not romanticize the charismatic stream. The streams that recovered the operational 

gifts produced significant fruit and significant wreckage. The institute honors the fruit 

and names the wreckage. A reader who walks away from this paper without a sober 

awareness of the inflation pattern documented in White Paper No. 5, Sections 6 and 

following, has misread the present paper. The Spirit’s genuine operations are 

commended; the counterfeits operating in His name are not. 

• Do not weaponize the Secret Place against saints whose foundation is still forming. The 

institute is aware that this paper, applied without pastoral care, can become a tool to 

indict every saint who has not yet developed a robust prayer life. That is not its purpose. 

The Secret Place is forged over years and is forged in saints whom the Lord, in His 

mercy, draws into it gradually. Patience with one’s self and patience with others is the 

apostolic disposition. Indictment is not. The shepherd who turns this paper into a 

measure by which to judge his sheep has misread it. It is a description of the foundation 

the Lord is forging. It is not a test by which the saints are to be condemned for not yet 

having it. 

• Do not romanticize persecution or the persecuted church. The Iranian witness named in 

Section 11 is corroborative, not authoritative. The Iranian believers are not rhetorical 

weapons to be deployed in the comfortable West’s arguments. They are brothers and 

sisters whose witness is honored when their suffering is acknowledged at its cost and 

their fruit is documented carefully. The institute names them in this paper with the care 

its earlier papers have established and commends them to the prayers of the reader, not 

to the rhetorical service of the reader’s argument. 

• Do not romanticize historical witnesses. John Hyde, George Müller, and Evan Roberts 

were saints the Lord used. They were also human beings with limitations the 

hagiographic literature has sometimes obscured. The institute has relied on careful 

contemporary documentation and has not commended every claim that subsequent 

biographers have made. The reader who wishes to study these figures further is 

commended to the careful sources named in Appendix D and cautioned against the more 

inflated subsequent literature. 

• Do not treat the triad as a formula. The Word, the Spirit, and the Secret Place are not a 

three-step program that produces guaranteed results. They are the disposition of a saint 

who is being conformed to Christ over years. The saint who has walked in them for forty 

years carries something the saint who has walked in them for forty days has not yet 

acquired. The institute names the disciplines; the Lord forges the saint; the saint walks 

the path the Lord has appointed him. The Lord’s timing in the formation is not 

negotiable. 

• Honor what is genuinely working in the inherited streams. Faithful saints in cessationist 

bodies are not the enemy. Faithful saints in charismatic bodies are not the enemy. 

Faithful saints in gathering-centered bodies that have not adequately taught the Secret 
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Place are not the enemy. The Dual Wineskin Model from White Paper No. 1 governs 

every interaction with bodies still operating in incomplete inherited forms. Reformation 

comes in love, with patience, with the sheep protected through every transition. 
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Appendix D: Sources and Research 

The following sources informed the research and argument of this white paper. Primary biblical 

citations follow the NKJV (New King James Version). Greek and Hebrew lexical references draw 

on the standard scholarly tools below. Historical and contemporary sources are listed by section 

in which they appear. 

On Scripture and Lexical Foundations 

• Walter Bauer, Frederick W. Danker, William F. Arndt, F. Wilbur Gingrich, <A Greek-

English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature> (BDAG), 

3rd ed., University of Chicago Press, 2000 — entries on <dunamis>, <parresia>, 

<apodeixis>, <logos>, <pneuma>. 

• Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard Friedrich, eds., <Theological Dictionary of the New 

Testament> (TDNT), Eerdmans — entries on the relevant terms. 

• D.A. Carson, <Showing the Spirit: A Theological Exposition of 1 Corinthians 12–14>, 

Baker, 1987. 

• Gordon D. Fee, <God’s Empowering Presence: The Holy Spirit in the Letters of Paul>, 

Hendrickson, 1994. 

On the Cessationist and Continuationist Positions 

• Richard B. Gaffin Jr., <Perspectives on Pentecost>, P&R Publishing, 1979 — 

representative of the historic cessationist position. 

• Sam Storms, <The Beginner’s Guide to Spiritual Gifts>, Bethany House, 2012 — 

representative continuationist treatment. 

• Wayne Grudem, ed., <Are Miraculous Gifts for Today? Four Views>, Zondervan, 1996 — 

comparative treatment. 

• Wayne Grudem, <The Gift of Prophecy in the New Testament and Today>, revised 

edition, Crossway, 2000. 

• Ancient Paths Institute, <White Paper No. 5: Fivefold in Formation> (canonical 

reference for the institute’s position on the operational gifts and the inflation 

counterfeit). 

On Prayer, the Secret Place, and Christian Spirituality 

• E.M. Bounds, <Power Through Prayer>, Marshall, Morgan & Scott, 1907; multiple 

modern editions. 

• Andrew Murray, <The Prayer Life>, James Nisbet & Co., 1912. 

• Andrew Murray, <With Christ in the School of Prayer>, Nicholson, 1885. 

• O. Hallesby, <Prayer>, Augsburg, 1931. 
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• Donald S. Whitney, <Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life>, NavPress, revised 

edition 2014. 

• Richard J. Foster, <Celebration of Discipline>, Harper & Row, revised editions through 

2018 (used selectively; the institute does not endorse every doctrinal position the author 

has taken in subsequent works). 

On John Nelson Hyde 

• Francis A. McGaw, <Praying Hyde: A Challenge to Prayer>, Bethany Fellowship, 1922; 

multiple reprint editions. 

• E.G. Carre, <Praying Hyde: The Apostle of Prayer>, Bridge-Logos, 1981. 

• J. Pengwern Jones, <The Spiritual Outlook in the Punjab> (contemporary missionary 

correspondence and convention reports, 1904–1911). 

• Norman P. Grubb, <Rees Howells, Intercessor>, Lutterworth, 1952 (companion volume 

on twentieth-century intercessory tradition). 

• Records of the Sialkot Convention, 1904–1910, as preserved in contemporary mission 

press. 

On George Müller 

• George Müller, <The Autobiography of George Müller> (also published as <A Narrative 

of Some of the Lord’s Dealings with George Müller>), multiple volumes, J. Nisbet, 1837–

1886. 

• A.T. Pierson, <George Müller of Bristol>, Baker, 1899. 

• Roger Steer, <George Müller: Delighted in God>, Christian Focus Publications, 2012. 

On Evan Roberts and the Welsh Revival 

• Brynmor Pierce Jones, <An Instrument of Revival: The Complete Life of Evan Roberts>, 

Bridge-Logos, 1995. 

• Eifion Evans, <The Welsh Revival of 1904>, Evangelical Press of Wales, 1969. 

• Geraint Tudur, <Evan Roberts: Voice and Vision of the Welsh Revival>, Mentor, 2004. 

• Contemporary reporting from the Western Mail (Cardiff), <The Life of Faith> magazine, 

and Methodist Recorder, 1904–1906. 

On the Iranian Underground Church 

• Open Doors, “Iran” country profile and World Watch List. https://www.opendoors.org/ 

• Article 18 (Iran), annual reports on persecution of Christians in Iran. 

https://articleeighteen.com/ 

• Center for Human Rights in Iran, 2024–2026 reports on arrests and prosecutions of 

converts. https://iranhumanrights.org/ 
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• The Living Church, “Martyrs, Monasteries, and the Miracle of Iran’s Christian Revival,” 

January 2026. 

• Baptist Press, “Christian Ministry to Iran Reports Vibrant Underground Church Amid 

Persecution,” August 2025. 

• Mark Bradley, <Iran and Christianity: Historical Identity and Present Relevance>, 

Continuum, 2008. 

On the Gen Z Recovery and Campus Outpourings 

• Asbury University, “Official Statements on the 2023 Outpouring,” February–March 

2023. 

• Christianity Today, coverage of Asbury 2023 and follow-up reporting through 2026 on 

campus revivals and the dorm-room prayer phenomena underlying them. 

• Relevant Magazine, “Southeastern University Cancels Classes as Multi-Day Worship and 

Repentance Service Breaks Out,” February 2026. 

• Baptist Press, “The Salt Company Seizing Unprecedented Opportunity to Reach College 

Students,” February 17, 2025. 

• The Salt Network, official website and 2025–2026 statistics on attendance, prayer-room 

development, and church plants. 

• American Bible Society, <State of the Bible USA 2025> and <2026> editions. 

• Barna Group, “Gen Z and Millennials Are Driving a Resurgence in Church Attendance,” 

2025. 

On Discernment, Verification, and the Documented Excesses 

• Christianity Today, coverage of the withdrawn UK Quiet Revival survey of 2026 (cited in 

White Paper No. 3 as a documented example of an overstated revival report retracted for 

fraudulent respondents). 

• Ancient Paths Institute, <Style & Voice Guide v1.0>, Sections on verification discipline 

and source tiers. 

• Ancient Paths Institute, <White Paper No. 2: Shepherds, Not CEOs>, for the 

documented platform-collapse record. 

On the Broader Theological Frame of the Series 

The institute’s prior papers — White Paper No. 1 (<The First-Century Church Structure>), No. 2 

(<Shepherds, Not CEOs>), No. 3 (<The Spirit-Led Gathering>), No. 4 (<The Fear of the Lord, 

Humility & Wisdom>), No. 5 (<Fivefold in Formation>), No. 6 (<Repentance, Restoration & 

Healing>), No. 7 (<The Appointed Times>), and No. 12 (<The Covenant Commonwealth>) — 

provide the broader theological frame within which the present paper operates. The reader who 

has not encountered these papers is commended to them; the present paper does not stand 
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independently of the broader corpus but as one contribution to the larger project the institute is 

undertaking. 


